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FISHERMEN who wish to improve their condition 
‘ and protect their interests should at once join 


THE 


NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF 
FISHERMEN 


, OF 
GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND 


before the present small entrance fee of 1s, is raised. 


This Federation has been formed by the amalga- 
mation of the Hull Trawl Fishermen’s Protective 
Society, the Grimsby Fishermen’s Trade Union, 
the Grimsby Fishermen’s Protective Society, and 
the Shields Local Protective Society. The chief 
objects of the Federation are :— 

1. To improve the condition and 
interests of all classes of deep-sea an 
fishermen ashore and afloat. 

2. To endeavour to improve the share system, 
and to obtain reasonable hours of duty while in 
port, and to maintain fair rates of wages. 

3. To assist members whose interests have been 
damaged by reason of prominent services rendered 
to the Federation. 

4. To afford legal assistance either as plaintiff or 
defendant to any member of the Federation in re- 
spect of any matter arising out of his employment 
as a fisherman ashore or afloat, including claims 
for wages, damage for breach of contract, com- 

nsation for injuries, claims for salvage, alleged 
iability for negligence or misconduct involving 
loss or forfeiture of wages, or involving penalties, 
and all claims and liabilities either under the 
Merchant Shipping Act, or any other Act or Acts 
of Parliament, and to provide for the maintenance 
of members detained on shore until their cases are 
tried if such detention be verified by the Branch 
Committee. 

5. To use every effort to provide for the safety 
of all classes of fishing vessels and their work, in 
order to prevent loss of life at sea. 

6. To provide a better class of men for the fishing 
industry as far as possible. 

_ 1. To provide funds for the relief of members in 
sickness or temporary disablement, and for their 
Yr ble interment. The forming of such Sick 
and Funeral Fund to be left entirely optional with 
the respective Branches. . 

Contribution 3d. per week. 

All British fishermen not less than 20 years of 
age, who can prove four years’ service as British 
fishermen, are eligible as members. 

Branches of the Federation are being established 
at all fishing ports of Great Britain and Ireland. 
Fall particulars may be obtained from the general 
secretary, Mr. Geo. Henry Goodinson, at the head 
Office, 60, Orwell-street, Great Grimsby, or from 
any of the following Branches :— 

ABERDEEN.—R. Bond, 50, St. Clement-street, sec. 

Grimsby (No. 1 Branch).—R. Frayne, Unity House, 
Kent-street. 

GRiImMspy (No. 2 Branch).—J. Leeming, Fisher- 
men’s Club Room, Fish Dock-road. 

HULL (Branches Nos, 1 and 2).—T. C. Taylor, St. 
Andrew’s Hall. 

Tarrit.—Chas, Baker, 15, Victoria-place, Trinity. 

WESTOFT.—S,. Bagshaw, 19, Chapel-street. 
RAMsGATE.—Geo, Clark, Boundary-road. 

Sourn SHieLps—C, H. Cook, 157, Livingstone-st. 


FArapr Sta. Farrington, Church-road, Gorles- 


‘ N.B.— Fishermen desirous of forming Branches 
ya other ports are requested to communicate with 
oa, Geo, Henry Goodinson, 60, Orwell-st., Great 
paar. upon receipt of which Mr. R. Manton, 

Tganising secretary, will proceed to port named, 


rotect the 
river-side 


With full instructions to form the Branch, 


SWEATERS & FISHERMEN. 


By a FisHerman. 


There is a kind of sweating carried on 
largely in many fishing ports that the 
British public in its guileless innocence has 
no idea of. But it is time that they should 
know, so that when the fishermen, who are 
banding themselves together for their 
rights, come to the point and demand them 
the public will see that fishermen’s griev- 
ances are not chimerical, but only too real. 
Some fishermen spend their money as 
they earn it, others have an ambition to 
improve their position, and make things 
more comfortable for their wives and 
families. They take care of the money 
they earn, and by the greatest economy a 
fisherman may manage to save in six or ten 
years £100 hard cash. He then looks 
round for some opening to invest his little 
capital in. Then some “philanthropic” 
owner of smacks (save the mark) whe 
happens to have a smack that he is anxious 
to sell, manages to introduce the matter to 
him. We have such men who build a cer- 
tain class of ramshackle (blown together) 
smacks with the object of palming them on 
to poor fellows anxious to commence busi- 
ness on their own account. The system is 
called in fishermen’s phraseology wcrking 
the vessel out (it reminds one of the per- 
nicious hire system of furnishing). ‘The 
preliminaries are usually arranged some- 
what after the following style. The vessel 
to sell is generally several years old, has 
seen, in fact, the best of her days. Her 
sails are no longer new, and the rigging, 
ropes, aud ironwork have had a few years’ 
wear. The owner knows that when the 
vessel is about nine years old she will want 
new decks (if they are soft wood) or if they 
are pitch pine (3-inch) they will have to be 
renewed when she is 12 years old, but 
the fisherman with his £.00 savings is (or 
was) entirely ignorant of this fact, and if he 
thinks of it at all fondiy imagines that with 
determination, energy, economy, and a fair 
slice of luck, he will clear the vessel before 
she comes to her wants. Vain hopes! 
Poor deluded fisherman, you are dealing 
with a sweater who thoroughly knows his 
business. 

The price charged for a six-year old 
vessel is nearly (and in some cases, with 
slight improvements, fully) as much as the 
vessel cost whennew. The £100 is handed 
over (farewell £100). The rest of the pur- 
chase money is allowed to stay on mortgage, 
thus:—A vessel which would make £700 
in the public market is mortgaged for 
£1,000. After the deposit of £100 has been 
paid, interest to the tune of 5 per cent. per 
annum, and sometimes 6 per cent., is 
charged on this £1,000. A man thus starts 





business with a heavy load of debt round 





his neck. When the vessel’s sails require 
repairing they must be taken to the mort- 
gagee’s sail loft; various stores must come 
from the mortagee’s warehouse; all re- 
pairing and chandlery must be procured at 
a firm in which the mortgagee has shares; 
the vessel must fish with a fleet, and board 
the steamers in which the mortgagee has an 
interest, and from which he receives a 
bonus. If the fisherman catches his own 
voyage and uses ice he must procure it at 
an ice-house in which the mortagee has 
shares. In fact, so much is the screw put 
on that he is not allowed to go to the 
cheapest market, but upon everything 
almost that he buys or sells the “ philan- 
thropist ” gets a commission or a bonus. 

This is not a fancy picture, hundreds can 
vouch for its correctness in every detail. 
When he tans his sails the fisherman must 
do it only at the proper yard (in which the 
mortgagee has an interest), the tallow and 
tar the fisherman uses must be bought 
where the mortgagee has shares, and so on. 
Then whenever the victim has fish to sell, 
thesalesman sends 2} per cent. of the gross 
proceeds to the mortgagee. It is like the 
horseleech’s daughter, or the boy in Oliver 
Twist. ‘They are always asking for more. 
the vessel is insured above her value 
because she is sold well, thus the mortgagee 
is always safe. Say that the interest has 
been regularly paid for five years, and the 
principal reduced from £1,000 to £500. 
‘The fisherman who put his £100 into the 
concern is in one position, and the business 
“ philanthropic ” mortgagee is in another. 


Principal paid by fisherman £500 0 0 





Interest 177 10 O 
Paid in advance 100 0 0 
£777 10 O 


The vessel was only worth £700 when sold, 
yet here we see the sweater has received 
£777 10s. already, and still has a monkey 
of £500 on the smack. 

But all his nibblings have not been 
exposed yet. About £27 10s, which is 2} 
per cent. on £1,100 gross money per annum 
earned by the smack, has been returned by 
the salesman to the mortgagee, a bonus on 
the carriage, ice, repairing, etc. Why, Mr. 
Editor, if ever working men were in need 
of unity these fishermen, with smack-owning 
mortgagees, are. One champion sweater 
in one of the Humber ports has had scores 
of vessels at one time let out on this hire 
system, and after they have been more than 
paid for, claimed the vessel. One year, I 
am told, his share (or rather the share of 
the fishermen whom he sweated, but which 
he received) was £1,200. Well. if ever he 
nestles in Abraham’s bosom, I'll prefer to 
chum with Dives. Is it not time that 
something was done? Are we to be 
sweated with impunity? Are we to be mere 
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slaves? Let us shake off the livery of 
slavedom, and make up our minds that if 
combination can prevent it, never more shall 
we be sweaters’ victims. The National 
Federation of Fishermen of Great Britain 
and Ireland will alter some of these things, 
and when we are all combined hand in 
hand, shoulder to shoulder, backed up by 
Szararmnc, public opinion, and a con- 
scientious trust in right, we shall crush out 
sweaters and make a brighter, happier 
future for the fishermen of the United 
Kingdom, 
Let us, then, be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate ; 
Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labour and to wait. 


R. M. 





SEAFARING DISASTERS, 


Argo, 8, from Dublin, got aground n the River 
Avon during a thick fog; reported lying upright in 
middle of the river near the Black | Rocks, Gipsy 
Point. All passengers landed. 

Algeria, British barque, Belfast for Sydney, for 
orders, in ballast, has been totally wrecked at Cape 
Dolphin ; crew saved. 

Eeta, of London, and the Northumbria, of 
Whitby, which left Oardiff Oct. 12, have put back to 
Penarth Roads, having been in collision off Barry ; 
both vessels were holed and extensively damaged 
on port bow. 

Esther Ann, of Belfast, cargo bog ore, Carnforth 
Quay for Runcorn, in coming up the Mersey fouled 
the Yucatan, from Maracaibo, at anchor, and sank. 
The Yucatan sustained no damage. 

Guthrie, British steamer, from Australia for 
Hong Kong, has been towed into Manilla, having 
lost her screw during a hurricane. 

Lily, British steamer, cargo coal and coke, has 
gone ashore at Blangiolla Island, and is a total 
loss ; crew saved. 

Melmerly, British steamer, has passed Magdalena 
Islands waterlogged. According to the latest 
account in Lloyd’s List, the Melmerly, British ship, 
arrived at Quebec Aug. 26 from Liverpool. 

Mersey, from Lyttelton with wheat, arrived at 
Falmouth, reports having lost bowsprit, foretop- 
mast, ma'n topgallant mast, and all gear attached, in 
heavy gale on July 7; in lat. 47 8., 47 W. 

Marie, from Barrow for Charlotte Town, has 
gone ashore in Aspey Bay, C.B., and will probably 
be a total wreck ; crew saved. 

Marlay, of and from Dublin for Ayr, in ballast, 
put into Cairnryan Oct. 13 with cylinder of main 
engine damaged. Cannot proceed under her own 
engine alone. 

Nyanza, schooner yacht, ashore at Ponapi. She 
isa total loss; crew and passengers saved; crew 
landed at Manilla. 

Northumbria, see Eeta. 

Nellie, steamer, Greenock for Barmouth (Wales), 
coals, foundered Oct. 10, off Craigmore Pier. Crew 
saved. 

Pioneer, paddle tug, of Cardiff, sunk in collision 
off Breaksea; crew saved. The Queen of the Usk, 
which ran into her, was beached in a sinking con- 
dition at Abertawe. 

Sam Weller, s, and the Barnesmora, s, been in 
collision off Pera. Much damage. The Sam 
Weller has been beached at Scutari. 

The Kilda has run aground going down the river 
Bathurst and will most likely be a total loss. 





A GERMAN BRIG BLOWN To Pieces at CARDIFF. 
—QOn Tuesday morning a terrible explosion occurred 
on board the German brigantine Zora in the West 
Bute Dock, Cardiff, resulting in the complete 
wreck of the vessel and serious injury to the mate 
and cook. Strange to say the captain and the re- 
mainder of tne crew escaped with a few bruises. It 
is believed that the cause of the explosion was the 
ignition of coal gas which had accumulated in the 
hold. The force of the explosion was terrific, the 
beds in the Mount Stuart Hotel, 300 yards away, 
being shaken, while the vessel’s hatchways were 
blown out of their places, the deck shivered almost 
to matchwood, the deck-house wrecked absolutely, 
and the entire stern of the vessel blown out. The 
crew, who were in their bunks in the deck-house, 
were blown from their beds and fell to the ground 
covered with the wreckage, 





IN THE DOG WATCH, 


—_—-- 


The Queen, it appears, takes the greatest 
interest in Mr. Plimsoll’s work. So we 
learn from that gentleman’s speech in pro- 
posing her health the other night. Seamen 
will be glad to hear this, and would be 
gladder if all ladies shared the Queen’s 
interest. 


Captains and officers fond of employing 
Asiatics rather than their own countrymen, 
should take note of the following item :— 


Letters received at Philadelphia, on Tuesday, 
from Japan, state that two Malays, the steward and 
cook of the British ship Lizzie Troop, during her voy- 
age out from Philadelphia to Japan, put a heavy dose 
of arsenic into the food, nearly causing the death of 
all on board. Both are Mahomedans, and are under 
arrest. The English Consular Court has been con- 
vened at Kobe, near Kiogo, at the instance of Captain 
Frownes, to try the accused. The steward, J. Diaz, 
and the cook, Charlie Turohaen, have confessed 
that early in the voyage the thought occurred to 
Diaz that he had better murder the captain and 
mate. He told Turohaen what Allah had ordered 
him to do, and suggested that poison should be 
used for the purpose. When the vessel passed 
Anjeer, Diaz filled the bread with arsenic. On the 
sime day the captain, Mrs. Frownes, and the mate 
were seized with vomiting and were unable to help 
one another. Finally the captain suspected, from 
the Malay’s actions, that poison had been ad- 
ministered. Recourse was had to the stomach- 
pumps, and the lives of the sufferers were saved. 
The crew testified that they had heard the Malays 
agree to poison everybody on board and anchor the 
vessel near the Malay Archipelago, where she 
would be captured by their kinsmen. . 





A correspondent writes to us :— 

I have read with great surprise a paragraph in 
your issue of this week, headed, ** The Rebelsand the 
Executive,” in which Mr. G. Irving represents that 
he was sent down to the Congress on behalf of the 
expelled members of the rebel Branch (Tower 
Hill), and what astonishes me still more is seeing in 
another paper that the number of expelled members 
was 57, excluding officials. Now surely Mr. Irving 
knows why the 57 members were expelled, he and 
I myself being one of the 57 who signed a 
certain paper. But Mr. Irving must also be 
aware that out of those .57 members who 
signed that paper, not five remain loyal (if 
I may so term it) to the official at 23, King- 
street, the others long since seeing their folly, and 
like sensible men turned over. If Mr. Irving went 
to Glasgow to attend the Congress on behalf of his 
own personal grievances, or even was deputed to 
represent certain officials, or perhaps one or two 
members, I will say he is right; but if he repre- 
sented that he was deputed 10 attend on behalf of 
the officials and the 57 members, it is indeed a 
most gross liberty, for I challenge Mr. G. Irving to 
give the names, through your paper, of three men 
out of the 57 who in any way authorised him, or was 
even aware, of his mission. 





The Marine Record (Cleveland, Ohio, 
U.S. America) has again been enlarged, for 
the fifth time, and now appears as a sixteen 
page paper. Although specially intended 
for those interested in the American lake 
shipping, it invariably has useful and 
practical articles of interest to all seafaring 
people. 





These lines are from the New York 
Press, and are called “The Cruise of the 
Roving- Wren” :— 


The Roving Wren was a pretty sight, with her 
white wings fair to discern, 

As over the biue of the water she flew, 

A-leaving Nantucket astern. 


A man and a woman watched down on the beach 
until sailing beyond their ken, 

The ocean wall hid her mainmast tall, 

And the flag of the Roving Wren. 


The father and mother of Maggie Dorn, the belle 
of the whaling town, 

Came up from the spray with a load that day, 

With the hot tears running down, 





es 


For Maggie had shipped in the far away craft and 
was made a bride that morn; 

She had married a sailor, the boss cf a whaler, 

A-going around the Horn. 


The father and mother went up to the house that 
was silent as silent could be, 

And the mother she sighed for a year and she died, 

And the father kept watching the sea. 


Three years had gone when the Roving Wren in the 
harbour cast anchor down, 

And the people they waited, with love unabated, 

On the quay for those long from the town. 


And the crew of the Wren rowed in from the ship 
and stood in the silent crowd ; 

And a two-year-old baby, with never a lady, 

The master’s neck twined as it bowed. 


“ Her name is Maggie,” the whaler said, “ the other 
is under the foam ; 

‘She'll help for to lighten the old folks and 
brighten,’ 

She said, ‘when the Wren gets home.’” 


And Maggie slipped down from her father's arms, 
and to the old man she stole, 

And the touch of her hand broke the iron band 

Of the grief that was crushing his soul ; 


And he took her up to his breast and said: “ God 
didn’t forget to send down 
A beautiful face to take the place 
Of the belle of Nantucket town.” 
©, A. INGRAHAM, 


The Marine Journal (New York) may 
be called a shipowners’ paper, yet it says:— 


A little learning makes some people mad, and a 
little brief authority makes upstarts and brutes of 
others, Cruelty on shipboard will not be tolerated, 
and an officer will not be permitted to step beyond 
the limits of his authority. Piracy and mutiny are 
evils of the past. Brutal rebellion against con- 
stituted authority, a few decades ago, had to be 
met with a corresponding physical resistance and 
coercion that should be unmistakable. We have 
outgrown these less enlightened eras, and must 
now govern ourselves in accordance with the pre- 
vailing mode. The higher the officer, the more it 
is incumbent upon him to set an example of 
courtesy and obedience. 


Good. When will British shipowners’ 
papers be capable of equally enlightened 
news? 


THE AUSTRALIAN .STRIKE. 


PROPOSED “AUSTRALIAN SATURDAY.” 


The employers have replied to the Strike Com- 
mittee, again refusing an unhampered conference, 
but stating that individual employers or sections of 
employers have been always willing to discuss with 
the workmen or the Unions matters of mutual con- 
cern. The Employers’ Defence Fund is paying 
subsistence money to non-Union workmen who are 
unemployed through the strike. 

Speaking in the Hou-e ot Assembly, on Oct. 14, 
Sir Henry Parkes, the Premier, declared that the 
strike was almost as disastrous as a bombardment, 
adding that the country would suffer less at the 
hands of an enemy. The stoppage of fuel for the 
railways was strongly denounced by the Premier, 
who characterised the action of the obstructives as 
almost tantamount to revolution. The Govern- 
ment, however, declared Sir Henry Parkes, was 
determined to remain supreme. Sir Alfred Stephen 
is personally endeavouring, in spite of his advanced 
years, to arrange a conference between the em- 
ployers and the men on strike, 

The Seamen and Marine Officers’ Union at 
Adelaide has resolved to resume the coastal trade, 
regardless of the action of the Unions in the other 
Colonies. 

The London treasurer of the Australian Strike 
Fund has received the following cablegram from 
Sydney, dated Oct. 9:—* Require £20,000. United 
Australian Union guarantees repayment. Success 
assured.—Treasurer, Edwards, Sydney.” The 
Australian Strike Committee met at the offices of the 
London Dockers’ Union, and decided to take imme- 
diate action with a view to raise the sum asked for. 
The secretary of the London Trades Council has been 
oommunicated with, and it has been suggested 
that there shall be an “ Australian Saturday” on 
the lines of the Hospital Saturday system. 

Ata meeting of the Executive of the London 
Trades Council, Mr. George Shipton, the secretary, 
stated that it had been decided to call a delegate 
meeting, to which 170 delegates, representing 
153,000 working men, would be invited, for Thursday, 
Oct. 28, to take into consideration the raising of 
£20,000 for their Australian brethren, 
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SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S 
UNION, 


(From our own Correspondents.) 


—- - 


LONDON DISTRICT. 


The general secretary of the Seamens and Fire- 
mens Union, Mr. J. H. Wilson, returned to London 
last Sunday from the Congress at Glasgow, and was 
announced to address the electors at Deptford on 
the evening of Thursday, Oct, 16, but as SEAFARING 
is going to press at the time when the meeting is to 
be held we are unable to report it this week. 


The usual weekly meeting of the Tidal Basin 
Branch was held in the School-room, Tidal Basin, 
Oct. 9, Bro. A. Smith in the chair. The new mem- 
bers for the week numbered 10, making a total up 
to date of 3,460. Mr. Wartman’s case with refer- 
ence to him becoming an honorary member was 
put before the meeting, when, after some discus- 
sion, it was resolved to admit him into the Union 
as such. An appenl was read from the Humber 
Lightermen’s Union asking for assistance in their 
struggle. It was decided to refer the matter to 
the head office. A letter was read from the Non- 
Freemen's Society asking the Branch’s attendance 
at the funeral of one of their late brothers, to take 
place on Sunday, 12th inst. It was decided to 
attend with banner and regalia. A discussion 
arose with reference to this Branch having its 
meetings every week, but nothing definite was come 
to. A man named F. Lyons, a trimmer, was ac- 
cepted as a member by the Branch. 


LIVERPOOL BRANCHES. 


At a general meeting, Oct. 13, Mr. H. R. Taunton 
in the chair, Mr. J. Rogers in the vice-chair. The 
delegates to the Congress at Glasgow gave in their 
reports. Mr. H. R. Taunton gave a very elaborate 
report, while Messrs. Flay and Rogers only gave an 
incomplete report, not having had time to write out 
afullone. lt was agreed to give in a fu'l report 
at the next meeting. After several complain’s had 
been dealt with the meeting adjourned. 

The weekly meeting of the Bootle Branch was 
held on Tuesday night in the Union Rooms, 116, 
Derby-road, Mr. Michael O’Hare, president of the 
Branch, in the chair. The delegates from this 
Branch who were elected to attend the Conference 
which was held in Glasgow last week, now gave 
their reports. They explained to the meeting 
all the business. which was transacted there, Mr. 
Nicholson, district secretary, also gave a lengthy 
report of the proceedings, and of the movement to 
federate with Unions from other nations, and spoke 
upon the raising of the contributions from 6d. to 
6d. per week. He showed in a clear and concise 
form how the extra penny per week would benefit 
seafaring men, and enable the Union to successfully 
fight the shipowners’ organisation, which was 
designed to try and crush the National Union. 


SWANSEA BRANCH. 


The usual weekly meeting was held on Tuesday, 
Oct. 7, bro. Williams in the chair and Bro. Harris 
in the vice-chair. Bro. J. F. W. Nehls presented a 
claim for shipwreck benefit, he being shipwrecked 
inthe s.s. Redbrook. After a little discussion it 
was moved by Bro Thompson, and seconded by 
Bro, William Edmonds and decided, that he receive 
the shipwreck benefit. The money was’ accord- 
ingly banded over to him by the chairman amidst 
great applause. The secretary stated that we had 
received a great deal of benefit from the assistance 
of the coal trimmers and patent fuel workers of 
this port. It was proposed by Bro. Thompson, and 
seconded by Bro, Battye and carried, that a hearty 
vote of thanks be accorded the coal trimmers and 
patent fuel workers, 


LEITH BRANCH. 


On Tuesday, Oct. 7th, the usual weekly meeting 
was held, when Bro. Messer presided over a good 
attendance, Bro, Brown reported having attended 
& meeting of the fishermen, when several matters 
Were discussed, some of which were of interest to 
tailors and firemen. Mr. Chas. Barker, secretary 
of the Fishermen’s Society, also addressed the 
meeting, and pointed out the grievances of fisher- 
men. At the close of his address, some discussion 
followed, after which a hearty vote of thanks was 
Passed to Mr. Barker, and trusting that he would 
convey to his members our sincere wishes for their 
£uccess, Several discussions followed, and Bro. 
ote gave his report of the Trades Council 

eeting the previous night, in regard to labour 
members of Parliament. We regret to announce 


the death of another member of the Leith Branch, 





Bro. Thomas Galbraith, fireman, No, 248, who died 
on Friday, Oct. 10. On Tuesday, 14th inst. a 
deputation of members of the Branch attended his 
funeral, carrying with them the Branch banner 
draped in black crape. 


SUNDERLAND BRANCH. 


This Branch held its weekly meeting, Oct. 13, at 
174, High-street East, Mr. J. R. Scott in the chair. 
A great amount of correspondence was read from 
several Branches from members abread and the 
general secretary. The delegates who had arrived 
from Glasgow gave their report of the business 
which was done at the annual meeting, and the 
best thanks of the meeting was then accorded to 
them for the able manner in which they had repre- 
sented the Branch there. A hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded to the Glasgow Branch for the manner 
in which they had entertained the delegates, 


PETERHEAD BRANCH. 


The meeting to discuss the proposed alteration 
of rules, and elect a legal delegate to represent this 
Branch at the Conference in Glasgow has now taken 
place. The action of the secretary in the disputes 
anent wages in the following vessels s.s. Girdleness, 
s.s. Crathie, schooner A/bion, and smack North 
Sea, was unanimously approved. It was decided 
that any fisherman not twelve months on board a 
sailing vessel could not join the Union, and Union 
men could not sail with them, The member taken 
out of the Albion was put on the strike list and sent 
to South Shields, where he shipped the first day 
after arrival. The members decided to meet, until 
further notice, on the first Tuesday of the month at 
the Rooms, 51, Broad-street,the notice in SEAFARING 
to be considered sufficient summons. The fishing 
is over, and our seamen have nearly all gone, but 
the success has been unprecedented. Almost all 
the seal and whale fishing seamen have enrolled, 
with few exceptions. There will be no mixed 
crews of A.B.’s. They-will be either all Union or 
non-Union, The most experienced men are now 
members. It is to be hoped that the men who have 
not money to speculate will be guarded against 
capitalists, and not run the risk of working for five 
months at 11s. per week, and keep up an outfit of 
clothes equal to £20 or £30 in value. 


GRIMSBY BRANCH. 


The usual weekly meeting was held at Unity 
House, on Monday, Oct. 13. There was a fair 
attendance, Mr. 8, Brock in the chair. Six new 
members enrolled during the week were admitted 
into the Union. On the motion of Bro. C., Chapman, 
seconded by Bro. J. Collins, the outside delegates’ 
report was read and accepted. The president gave 
an exhaustive report of the Congress proceedings 
at Glasgow, where he represented the Branch. It 
was considered highly satisfactory. The secretary 
explained the reasons which urged the delegates to 
raise the contributions to 6d. per week, as our very 
existence in the future depended upon our financial 
position, and if the seamen and firemen of this 
country did not wish to return to a worse state of 
things than obtained before our Union came into 
existence, they must keep their Union afloat at 
all hazards. Bro. Chapman moved, and Bro. 
Evison seconded, a vote of thanks to the president 
and secretary for their services rendered at the 
Congress, which was suitably responded to, and 
the meeting concluded. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE BRANCH. 


A general meeting was held at Lockhart’s Cocoa 
Rooms, Newcastle, Oct. 13. Mr. S. Randall, 
vice-president, occupied the chair. A discussion 
took place regarding the proposed ten shillings 
levy. Mr. Dunn said that when he was at Glasgow, 
at the Congress Mr, Wilson stated that the men who 
had paid the levy would receive more remuneration 
than those members who hac. sot, Mr. C. Gibson 
proposed that in the event of a strike occurring 
each member on strike forfeit his first week’s strike 
money. Mr, Summerville seconded. Mr. Skirving 
and Mr. Dunn spoke against the resolution, Mr. 
Dunn remarking that it would lead to a very serious 
complication, The secretary asked if at the 
Oongress it had been made optional for any 
members to pay the levy. Mr. J. Summerville said 
that it would be a wise plen to sink the first week s 
money in order that a fund might be at the disposal 
of the strike committee, and the usual 12s. per 
week be paid weekly. The secretary, Mr. Mansell, 
said that it was not wise to let the matter crop up 
So soon, seeing that two special meetings had 
decided against it. It was unanimously agreed 
that a further inquiry be made. Mr. Errington 
said he was pleased to say that Captain Backe, 
secretary to the Union at Copenhagen, was not only 
organising’ Denmark, but also Norway and Sweden. 
(Hear, hear.) The following gentlemen have con- 
sented to appear in case any of the artistes engaged 








for the concert to be held for the benefit of the 
men injured on board H,M.S. Katooméa are absent, 
Messrs. Charles Ridley, James Randal:, and Henry 
Nelson. The following committee was appointed 
for the management of the concert :—Messrs. 
Errington, Neilson, Dunn, Gibson, Gull, Forrest, 
Randall, Turnbull, and Nicholson. A vote of thanks 
concluded the meeting. 


GRAYS BRANCE. . 


The usual weekly meeting was held Oct. 8, Mr. Jas. 
Longman, the Branch president, in the chair. The 
firemen’s de'egate aboard R.M.S. Austral handed in 
his report of the voyage, and complained of a man 
named Jennings, of the Tower Hill Branch, who 
deserted his ship in Sydney, and then signed in the 
Austral on the homeward voyage, Such men as 
Jennings bring great discredit on the Union. The 
secretary was instructed to report one or two 
members of other Branches who had misconducted 
themselves. A hearty vute of thanks was given the 
delegate for his services on board the Austral, and 
for his attendance at the meeting (he being a 
member of Tidal Basin Branch, and residing 20 miles 
from Grays). After several other interesting matters 
had been discussed the meeting adjourned. 


BURNTISLAND BRANCH, 


At the usual weekly meeting on Oct. 13, Mr, 
Chas, Campbell presiding, after the enrolment of 
three new members, last quarter's income and 
expenditure, and the auditor’s report, were gone 
over and found to be very satisfactory, showing 
that 83 members had joined since the last quarterly 
return, this showing a membership on the Branch 
books of 709. After correspondence from other 
Branches was read, Mr. Campbell, delegate, gave a 
very interesting account of the Annual Congress at 
Glasgow, and spoke highly of the treatment he had 
received from the working staff of the Giaszow 
Branch. He urged all to get SEAFARING, and they 
would find there a full account of all the proceed- 
ings. A hot discussion took place upon local 
beats’ wages, and we would feel obliged if some of 
the other Branches could answer this:—Is a 
boat hailing from Grangemouth or Leith, engaged 
in the Baltic or Mediterranean trade and loading 
here to be termed a local boat? They have as 
much for carrying their cargoes as any boats 
belonging to Dundee, Hartlepool, Shields, or any 
other port which pays 5s. more monthly and 
2s. 8d. more weekly, and in our opinion they may 
justly be called upon to pay the same rate of wages, 
At least we have passed a resolution that no mem- 
ber of this Branch sign in any boat under the 
wages of the port, viz., sailors and firemen monthly 
£t 15s., weekly 32s. 8d., a wage we have no trouble 
in getting from every English toat that comes into 
this port. It is a well known fact that those so- 
called local boats get a quicker dispatch, and nearly 
make three voyages to our English boats two, and 
it is also well known that the crews of Eng ish 
monthly boats are far better fed than on Scotch 
boats. The men sre greatly to blame themselves, 
and we earnestly hope this grievance wili be satis- 
factorily settled with our new Executive. The s.s. 
Sculda, one of those so-called local Grangemouth 
boats, has just signed here, and had to pay up the 
32s. 8d. weekly. The ss. Zana, of Leith, after 
lying in the Roads for 14 hours’ had to employ a 
tug boat to bring sailors from Leith as the Burnt- 
island men would not ship at the wages offered. 


DUBLIN BRANCH: 


At the usual weekly meeting on Friday, Oct. 10 
Bro. P. J. Maxwell in the chair, a complaint was 
laid against four Union men by the outside delegate, 
Bro. Dennis Connor, to the effect that the men 
refused to show their cards before signing 
to go a run. It was decided that each 
man be fined the mitigated sum of Is., it 
being the first offence. The chairman addressed 
the meeting on the Congress in Glasgow. He hoped 
the advice that was given, both by Mr. J. H. Wilson, 
general secretary, and Mr. John B. Lee, Irish 
organising secretary, would be treasured up. The 
chairman advised us to clear ourselves on the books 
any of us who had fallen into arrears, and 
pay the 10s, levy, as a Union man could 
never tell when he might be called on to 
defend his rights, and in defending his own 
rights he was defending the rights of others. 
Tf the owner or master treated fairly his employed, 
the Union would punish any man who did not turn 
up when ordered by the master, or who turned up 
in a drunken state. The Union of a strong com- 
bination of working men, well organised, who are 
looking for nothing but their rights, and like 
sensible men, they intend to have them, The 
meeting then terminated. 
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SHIPMASTERS AND OFFICERS 


WHO WISH TO 


PROTECT THEIR INTERESTS, 


OBTAIN FAIR WAGES, 


SHOULD AT ONCE JOLIN THE 


UNION OF SHIPMASTERS 
AND OFFICERS 


OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
Registered No. 552. 

Head Office: 88, MARKET PLACE, 8OUTH SHIELDS. 

Members can be enrolled and Cards and 
Rules Returned 

By forwarding entrance fee, 10s.6d., and 6d. for card 

and rules of membership, by postal order to 

GEORGE T. LUCCOCK, Secretary. 

Agent in London, J. F. NASH, Master Mariner, 

127, East India-road, Poplar. 


TO UNEMPLOYED 


MASTERS AND MATES. 


NOTICE. 

A register of Unemployed Shipmasters and 
Officers is kept at the Chief Office of the 
Shipmasters’ and Officers’ Union, 33, Market 
Place, South Shields. FREE OF CHARGE, 

No less than 127 Masters and Officers have 
already OBTAINED EMPLOYMENT by 
registering their names here. 


SEAFARING MEN 


SHOULD JOIN WITHOUT DELAY, 


AS THE 


ENTRANCE FEE IS BEING RAISED, 


THE 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION 
Great Britain, Ireland & other Nations. 


Among the chief objects of this powerful Union 











To obtain reasonable Hours of Duty, and main- 
tain a fair rate of wages; 

To provide for the safety of Ship’s Work ; 

To provide a good Class of Men, who shall be on 
board at the appointed time, and in a sober con- 
dition, ready for work ; 

To provide assistance in case of Illness, Accident, 
and Shipwreck ; and 

To provide Legal Assistance for all Claims and 
defences. 

Full particulars may be had of any of the Secre- 
taries, whose names and addresses are :— 
ABERDEEN.—Jas. C. Thompson, 49, Marischal-street, 
secretary ; J. 8. Watt, Esq., advocate, 7, King 
street, law agent. Meeting, in the Offices, 
49, Marischal-street—contributions, 7 p.m.; 

business, 8 p.m., every Monday evening. 

AMBLE,—G. H. Guthrie.» eet 

ARBROATH.—J. Wood, 17, Ferry-street, Montrose. 

ARDROSSAN.—W. Galbraith, 59, Glasgow-street. 

ARKLOW.—Patrick Comerford, c/o P. Bolger, Main- 
street. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS.—E. Clayton, 21, Hindpool- 
road. Meeting, Monday evening, 7p.m., at office. 

BarRy Dock.—J. Harrison, 34, Sydenham-street, J 
near Shipping Office, Barry Dock, secre- 
tary; J. H. Jones, Esq., St. Mary-street, 
Cardiff, solicitor; Dr. Gore, medical officer, High- 
street, Barry; R. R. Golden, Station-road, Barry 
Dock,delegate. Meeting, Thursday evening,7.30, 
at the Barry Hotel, near Barry Railway Station, 

BELFAST. —R. Price, 41, Queen-square. 

BIRKENHEAD.—Alexander Shepherd, 12, Taylor-st. 
Meeting, every Wednesday evening at 7.30. p.m. 

BiyTH.—James Heatley, 9, Market-street. Meet- 
ing, Tuesday evening, 7 o'clock, at Mr. 
Thompson’s Cocoa Rooms, Waterloo, Blyth. 

Bo’ness.—F, F. Gant, Pierhead. Office hours, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Boston.—Mr. Symonds, Castle Tavern Church- 
rtreet, agent; W. Bennett, 14, South-street, 
King’s Lynn, secretary. 

Bristou.—T. J. Dancey, 41, Prince-street, Queen’s- 
square, secretary; Captain Geo. Cawley, 
president; Dr. Walker, 116, New Cut, medical 
officer ; Mr. _—— solicitor; Captain Langdon, 
69, Queen-square, treasurer ; OC. Jarman, 


BURNTISLAND.—Jas. Moody, 12, Somerville-street, 
secretary, who is to be found at the office till 
9.30 p.m. any night; Alexander Mackintosh, 
Esq., 41, High-street, law agent. Meeting, 
every Monday evening at 7 p.m. 

CaLcuTtTa.—70, Bentinck-street. 

Carpir¥F.—John Gardner, Sailors’ Union Institute, 
West Bute-street, secretary Dr. De Vere 
Hunt, Westbourne-crescent, Canton Bridge, 
near Bute Castle, medical officer; Joseph 
Henry Jones, Esq., St. Mary-st., solicitor. Dr. 
Hunt attends at above Institute daily at noon, 

Corx.—Michael Austin, 6, Patrick-street. 

DoveR.— Albert Martin, 13, Commercial Quay, 
Charlton, sec. Meeting, 13, Commercial Quay. 

DRoGHEDA.—James Fitzpatrick, Quay-st., Dundalk, 
secretary. Agent in Drogheda, John Castell, 
123, Chord-road, Drogheda. 

DusLin.—M. Bolger, 87, Marlboro’-street, Meet- 
ing,Friday evening, 7.30 p.m.,at87, Marlboro’-st. 

DUMBARTON.—J. McNee, Kirk-street, agent. 

DUNDALK.—J. Fitzpatrick, Quay-street, secretary. 

DuNDEE.—C. W. Millar, Mariners’ Hall, 48, Candle- 
lane, sec. ; Messrs. Cowan & Dunbar, 3, Reform- 
st., Dundee, solicitors. Meeting, Monday, 7.30. 

DUNGARVAN.—P. Power, 5, St. Mary-street. 

FLEETWOOD.—J. Davidson, Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union, corner of Dock and Albert-streets, 
secretary ; F. Addie, Esq., solicitor. Meeting, 
Monday evening, 7 p.m. 

GuLascow.—J. D. Boya, 13, James Watt-street, 
secretary ; Mr. W. Ruthven, president; R. A. 
Rennie, Esq., 146, West Regent-street, law 
agent. Meeting, Thursday evening, 7.30 p.m., 
at 102, Maxwell-street. Telephone 3184. 

GooLz.—W. R. Chappell, 24, Booth Ferry-rd., Goole, 
sec. ; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., Bowlalley-lane, 
Hull, solicitor. Meetings, Tuesday and Friday 
evenings, 7.80 p m. 

GhANGEMOUTH.—Edwin Cowie, Seamen’s Union 
6, South Charlotte-street, secretary. Office 
hours, 9 am. to 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.) Wm. M. Anderson, Esq., Grange- 
street, solicitor. Meeting, Monday evening, 
at 7 p.m., at office. 

GRAVESEND.—John Degnin, secretary, Plimsoll 
House, The Terrace, Gravesend. Meetings, 
Monday, 7°30 p.m., at same address, 

GRays.—Wm. Wall 18, Charles-street. Meeting 
every Wednesday 7 p.m., at the Queen’s Hotel, 
High-street. Mr James Longman, president. 

GREAT GRIMsBY.—Wm. Young, Unity House, 1, 
Kent-st., secretary; Geo. Ide, outside dele- 
gate; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., Bowlalley- 
lane, Hull, solicitor. Meetings, Monday and 

Friday, at 7 p.m. 

GREAT YARMOUTH.—Charles Albrough, 121, High- 
street, Gorleston. Mee%ings at 7, Friars-lane, 
every alternate Monday evening, and at 121, 
High-st., Gorleston, every alternate Monday. 

GREENOCK.—G. McNaught, 16, East India Breast. 

HarRwicu.—George Stewart, sec.. Ship Inn, King’s 
Quay-st. Meeting, Friday, 7 p.m. 

Huut.—J. Hill, Unity Hall, and 11, Posterngate, 
sec.; T. Carr and A. Clark, outside delegates ; R. 
W. E. Whitehead, Esq., Bowlalley-lane, solicitor; 
Rev.W.R.Welch, hon. chaplain. Meeting nights, 
Tuesday and Friday, at 7.30, in Unity Hall. 
Office, 11, Posterngate. 

Kine’s Lynn.—Wm. Bennett, Seamen’s Union 
Offices, St. Ann-street, secretary. Meeting 
Friday evening, 8 p.m., at Royal Standard, 
County Court-road. 

LEITH.—Robert Smith, Seamen’s Union Offices, 
15, Commercial-street (opposite Shipping 
Office), secretary; W. J. Haig Scott, Esq., 
§.8.0., Constitution-street, Leith, solicitor; 
Gilbert Archer, Esq., J.P., treasurer; Mr. 
James Brown, outside delegate. Meetings 


, held on Tuesday evenings, at 7.30 p.m., in 


Lifeboat Hall, Blackburn-buildings, Tolbooth 
Wynd, Leith. 

LIVERPOOL (South End).—Wam. Nicholson, Malakoff 
Hall, Cleveland-square, secretary ; W. Atcherley 
Tetlow, Esq, 8, Westminster-chambers, Liver- 
pool, solicitor. Meeting, Monday evening, 
7.30, in Malakoff Hall. 

LIVERPOOL. — (North End).—T. Connorty, 116, 

~ Derby-road, secretary; Dr. Leet, Derby-road, 
Bootle, medical officer; W. A. Tetlow, Esq., 

8, Westminster-chambers, Liverpool, solicitor. 

LonpDoN (Tidal Basin).—G. Pirrett, opposite Ship- 
ping Office, Tidal Basin, E. Meeting, Friday 
evening, 8 o’clock. Dr. Moir, 168, Victoria Dock- 
road, medical officer. Telephone No. 5214. T. 
Watson Brown, Esq., B.A., LL.B., 45, Rectory- 
square, Stepney, solicitor. 

Lonpon (Tower Hill).—J. Wildgoose, secretary, 17, 
King-st. (over Lockhart’s Cocoa Rooms). Meet- 
ing every Tuesday evening, in the office, at 8. 
T. Watson Brown, Esq. B.A, LL.B. 465, 
Rectory-square, Stepney, solicitor. 

Lonpon (Tug-Boat Branch).—G. Donaldson, 10, 





delegate. Meetings, every Monday eveni 
7.30, at The Ship, Redcliff Hill. ” 


Cold Harbour, Blackwall, secretary, 
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Lonpon (Green’s Home Branch).—A. Mercer, §, 
Jeremiah-street, East India-road, E., secretary ; 
Dr. Hope,medical officer; T.Watson Brown,Esq,, 
B.A., LL.B., 45, Rectory-sq., Stepney, solicitor, 
Meeting, Thursday evening, 8 p.m., at Wade's 
Arms, Poplar. Telephone No. 5213, 
Lonpon (Rotherhithe and Deptford Branch). 
C. Wykes, 2, Chichester Villas, Lower-road, 
Deptford, secretary. Meeting, Monday even. 
ing, 7.30 p.m., at Chicester Tavern. Office 
hours, 10a.m. to 6.30 p.m., and every Thursday 
till 7.30 p.m. RK. Mathews, outside delegate, T, 
Watson Brown, Esq., B.A., LL.B., 45, Rectory. 
square, Stepney, solicitor. 
LONDONDERRY.—A. O’Hea, 27, William-street 
LowEsTorr.—J. Linder, assistant secretary, 4, St, 
George’s-terrace, Lorne Park-road, South 
Lowestoft. 
Maryport.—J. Smith Elliott-yard, Senhouse. 
street, secretary, resides on the premises, 
where he can be seen at any time. Meeting, 
Monday evening 7 p.m. 
METHIL.—Wm. Walker, Commercial-street. 
MIDDLESRRO’.—George Cathey, Robinson’s Market 
Hotel, Market-place, secretary; Dr. Ellerton, 
88, Gosford-street, medical officer; J. J. 
Bentham. Esq.,1, Nile-street, Sunderland,solici- 
tor; William Jackson, outside delegate, 
General meeting, Monday, 7 p.m., at Robinson's 
Market Hotel; committee meeting, Thursday 
evening, at 7 p.m. Telephone No.5127. 
MontTrosg. — John Wood, 17, Ferry-street. 
Meeting, Monday evening, 7.30, at office. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—John Mansell, 5, Broau 
Chare, Quay-side; H. W. Newton, Esq., 2, 
Elliason-place, medical officer ; R. Jacks, Esq, 
King-street, South Shields, solicitor ; Meetings, 
Mondays and Fridays, at Lockhart’s Cocoa 
Rooms, Side, 7 p.m. 
NEWPORT (Mon.).—F. Gilman, 31, Ruperra-street, 


secre’ ; Dr. Pratt, Ruperra-street, medical 
officer; Digby Powell, Esq., Dock-street, 
soliciter; Mr. G. Campbell, outside delegate, 


Meeting, Thursday evening, 7.30, at Trades- 
men’s Hall, Hill-street. 

Newry.—D. Lennon, agent, Dublin-road. Jas, 
Fitzpatrick, Quay-street, Dundalk, secretary. 

PETERHEAD.—T. D. Rennie, 66, Queen-street, sec, 

PENARTH.—J. Harrison, 34, Sydenham-street, 
near Shipping Office, Barry Dock, secretary ; 
J. Cox, 26, Clive-crescent, Cogan, Penarth, 
delegate; J. H. Jones, Esq., St. Mary-street, 
Cardiff, solicitor; Dr. De Vere Hunt, medical 
officer, Westbourne-crescent, Canton Bridge, 
Cardiff, attends daily at the Union Offices, 
Cardiff, at noon, for Penarth members. Meet- 
ing, Thursday evening, 7.30 p.m., at Barry 
Hotel, Barry, opposite Barry Railway Station. 

PLymMouTH.—D. J. Evans, N. 8. & F. U. Office, 
Forester’s Hall, Notte-st., sec.; F. Cecil Lane, 
Esq., 1, George-st., Plymouth, solicitor. Meet- 
ings, Friday evening, 7 p.m., at the office. 

Port GLascow.—G. McNaught, 16, East India 
Breast, Greenock. 

SHAHAM HARBOUR.—Richard Raine, Duke of Wel- 
lington Hotel, Railway-street, South. 

SHIELDS (South).—D. Clement, Seamen’s National 
Union Hall, Coronation-street, secretary; @. 
Cowie, assistant secretary; Dr. Robson, 
medical officer, 1, Regent-street; solicitor, R. 
Jacks, Esq., 72, King-street. Meeting nights, 
Monday ut 7 p.m. ; committee meeting, Friday 
night, at 7 p.m. Sub-Branch—J. Longin, river 
secretary, Redhead’s-buildings, Corstorphine 
Town, near Tyne Docks entrance. Office hours, 
9 till 4. 

SHIELDS (North).—W. Brown, 8, New Quay, 
secretary ; Dr. Robson, medical officer; R. Jacks, 
Esq., solicitor. Meeting, Monday, 6.30 p.m. 

SourHAMpPToN.—T. Chivers, Old Skating Rink, Bell- 
st.,secretary; Lieut. Tankerville Chamberlayne, 
R.N.R., Weston-grove, president. Meeting, 
Tuesday evening, 8 p.m. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—E. Page, sec. ; 'T. Potts, Pala- 
tine Hotel, Bridge-st., agent ; John Hodgson, 
Palatine Hotel, treasurer. Meeting, Monday 
evening, at 7 p.m., in the Palatine Hotel, 

SUNDERLAND.—W. Lonsdale, secretary, Prospect- 
row, near Shipping Office. Meeting, Monday 
evening, 7 p.m., at 174, High-st. Hast. Dr. 
Wood, 32, Frederick-street, and Dr. Burns, 
Holy-terrace, medical officers; J. J. Bentham, 
Esq., 68, John-street, solicitor. : 

SWANSEA.—R. Thomas, Colosseum Hotel, Wind-st. 

WALLSEND.—Septimus Johnson, 17, Third-street, 
Palmer’s Buildings. ‘ 

West HaRTLEPOOL.—J. Leahy, Russell’s Buildings. 
Meeting, Friday evening, at 7 p.m., at office. 

WExForpD.—P. O. Dwyer, Main-street. 

WHITBY.—Paul Stamp, agent, Fleece Inn. 

WHITSTABLE.—J. Donovan, Harbour-street, secre 
tary; J. Tookey, Faversham, agent. 


WHITEHAVEN. 
WORKINGTON. } John Smith, Maryport. 
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October 18, 1890. 


SEAFARING. 











p. WOMERSLEY, 


DRAPER, 
OUTFITTER, 
MILLINER, 
HOSIER, 


AND 


SHIRT MAKER, 
42,83, 84, 87, & 99, Victoria Dock-rd,, 


AND AT 
ROYAL TERRACE, UPTON PARK, 
LONDON, =. 
THE BEST HOUSE FOR 


SAILORS’ & FIREMEN’S BOOTS & SHOES 


Ss. VINICOMBE’S, 


11& 28, VICTORIA DOCK RD., E. 
ESTABLISHED 1867. 


J. J. HERDMAN, 


LYNN HOUSE, CHAPEL STREET, 
KING’S LYNN 


| (TWO MINUTES’ WALK FROM THE DOCKS), 
Keeps a@ good and well-assorted Stock of 


SEAMEN’S OUTFITTING. 
Special Attention given to the 
SPECIAL MEASURES TAILORING DEPARTMENT. 


Your ORDERS RESPECTFULLY SOLICITED. 














Note Address.-_HERDMAN, CHAPEL STREBT. 


MASTERS & Co. 


CARDIFF, SWANSEA, AND 
NEWPORT CLOTHIERS. 


Seafaring men will do well to buy their clothing at 

Masters & Co., who believe in fair dealing, one fixed 

price, and no abatement ; also, being the largest buyers 

of Clothing in the Principality, can sell cheaper than 
smaller buyers. 


MASTERS & CO,, 
29 & 30, ST. MARY STR EET, 
292, BUTE STREET, CARDIFF. 


MASTERS & CO., 


18 & 19, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 


MASTERS & CO., 


39 & 40, HIGH STREET. NEWPORT. 


MASTERS’ AND MATES’ 
EXAMINATION. 


GRADUATE prepares Candidates for the 
above in Navigation and Nautical Astronomy; 
the science also taught midshipmen and apprentices. 
Individual attention. Terms moderate. Address— 
8, Princess Terrace, Greengate, Barking Road, E. 
Convenient to the Docks. 


TO ADVERTISERS, 


NOTICE. 


Every Master and Mate in the Merchant 
Bervice of Great Britain should, at every 
ebportunity, buy the paper SEAFARING, 
aa columns are the only place to 
a iat is transpiring in the c:binini 
pes © bridge regarding the welfare of 
weet a officers. Places of business 
FARIN 0 well to advertise in SEA- 

~, as the paper falls into the 
= the Masters, Mates, and 
Firemen as well as the Seamen and 














On behalf of the Shipmasters’ and Officers’ Union. 
GEO. T, LUCCOCK, Sec. 


ALL SEAMEN COMING TO GRIMSBY, 
GO TO 


JOHN ODLINC, 
TAILOR, CLOTHIER, & OUTFITTER, 


10, CLEETHORPE ROAD, 
GRIMSBY. 


TQ THE FISHERMEN 


GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND. 


The Executive of the National 
Federation of Fishermen of 
Great Britain and Ireland 
recommend all Fishermen 
who wish to protect their 
interests and improve their 
position to buy and read the 
Weekly Newspaper called 
* SEAFARING,” which has 
done so much to make the 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 
the great success that it now 
is, the said newspaper having 
undertaken to advocate the 
cause of the Fishermen. 

ROYAL ALBERT MUSIC HALL 

VICTORIA DOCK ROAD, LONDON. 

(Canning Town Rail. Station), Mr. C. Relf, Sole Proprietor. 


EXCELLENT ENTERTAINMENT, 


Recommended by Samuel Plimsoll, Esq., and SEAFARING. 
Prices : Private Boxes, 1s. 6d. each person; Stalls, 1s.; 
Upper Circle, 6d.; Balcony, 4d. 
he Hall can be hired for Benefits on r ble terms ; 
apply to the Proprietor, Persons travelling by train allowed 
3d. on production of ticket. 


QUEEN’S, POPLAR: 


Proprietors: The PALACE OF VARIETIES COMPANY, LIMITED. 
F. & M. ABRAHAMS. 




















Managers 


OCTOBER 20th, A Novel Sensational Sketch, 


“THE NIGHT MAIL” 
By the Herberte Combination : 

Tennyson and O’Gorman, The Johnson Troupe of Globe 
Runners, Arthur West, The Weimars, Walter Purssord, 
Jenny Valmore, Alec Moore, May Morton, Sisters De Castre, 
Sam Saunders, &c. 





THE 
“ROSHER SYSTEM” 
OF 


HEATING AND MAINTAINING THE WATER 
OF SWIMMING BATHS. 


THE RAINBOW ENGINEERING CO. 
Engineers & Contractors to H.M. Governmen’. 


OFFICEsS— 


9, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, 8.W. 





NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 
(9th Year of Publication.) 


THE MERCHANT SHIPPING ALMANAC,1891 
AND 
Handy Guide to the Law and Practice of the Board 
of Trade Mercantile Marine Offices. 
(Compiled byN.FitzGerald, Deputy Superintendent 
Boa'd of Trade M. M. Office, Tilbury) WILL BE 
READY IN NOVEMBER. Its information wi'l te 
brought down to date, and include the New Regula- 
tions a3 to Load Lines and Life Saving Appliances. 
Applications for advertising space should be made 
not ‘ater than the 24th inst., to the Printer and 
Publisher, 
D. GREENAWAY, 
380, CAMOMILE STREET, 





E.C, 








NOTICES. 


_ “SEAFARING,” 

Published every Saturday, price One Penny, 
Will be sent to any part of the United Kingdom, 
post free, at the following rates of subscription :— 

Twelve Months ... «ss ee. 68, 6d. 
Six Months 3s. 3d. 
Three Months = pee ose 1a 06 

SEAFARING will be sent at the same rate, post 
free, to any of the countries comprised in the Postal 
Union. 

All subscriptions must be paid in advance. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Correspondents must write on one side of the 
paper only anything meant for publication, and 
address, not to 36—40, Whitefriars-street, but to 
150, Minories, London, E. 

All communications should be addressed to 
ARCHIBALD COWIE, SEAFARING Office, 150, 
Minories, London, E., to whom remittances must 
be made payable. (Post Office Orders at Minories, 
London, E.) The Editor declines all responsibility 
for rejected manuscripts, although when stamps 
are enclosed he will endeavour to return such 
matter as he may be unable to use. 

Communications arriving so late as 
Thursday cannot be guaranteed in- 


sertion. 
NOTICE. 


With this week's Szararnma (October 18) 
is published 


A TWENTY-FOUR PAGE SUPPLEMENT 


CONTAINING A 


COMPLETE AND SPECIAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SEAMEN’S CONGRESS 
AT GLASGOW. 

















Orders should be sent in as early as 

possible to the nearest newsagent, or 

Branch of the Officers’ or Seamen’s 

Unions, or Federation of Fishermen, 

or to the Publisher of SEAFARING, 
150, Minories, London, E. 





E Srafaring. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1890. 








THE SEAMEN’S CONGRESS. 


The Seamen's Congress which closed last 
Saturday at Glasgow, is the most important 
meeting of seamen ever held in this or any 
other country, not merely because of the 
international character of the gathering, 
but because of what the Congress heard, saw, 
and did. It heard from Mr. Plimsoll, the 
president, and from Mr. Wilson, the general 
secretary, most encouraging reports of sub- 
stantial progress in work which those 
gentlemen and tne Seamen’s Union have 
taken in hand. Mr. Plimsoll! had to tell of 
the passing of the Compulscry Load Line 
Act—which as Mr. Evans, the  vice- 
president, pointed out, as we had previously 
done— is not due entirely to Mr. Plimsoll’s 
untiring efforts, but to the fact that he is 
supported by the organised seamen of the 
world. Mr. Plimsoll had also to tell of 
how he had got from the Admiralty an 
undertaking that meat condemned as unfit 
for the Royal Navy shall no longer 
be supplied to merchant ships as food 
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fit for seamen. If Mr. Plimsoll had 
been unable to report anything more 
than this, he would still have had much 
to be proud of, and the seamen much to be 
thankful for. But he had also to tell of the 
important returns moved for by Colonel 
Howard Vincent, Mr. Burt, and Mr. 
Fenwick, which will throw light upon 
matters of vital interest to seamen. Mr. 
Plimsoll, unfortunately, could not report 
that the Bill dealing with the cattle trade 
and deck-loading had been passed, but there 
is no doubt that his efforts in that direction 
have enlightened the public on the subject, 
and paved the way to the passing of a 
measure dealing with the matter next 
Session. The general secretary’s report, a 
full report of which is printed in our 
supplement this week, was not less 
encouraging, and several resolutions of great 
value and importance were passed by the 
Congress. Then there was Dr. Leet’s paper 
on the accommodation of seamen aboard 
ship, a subject of which more will be heard 
in the near future. The revision of rules, 
which occupied a good deal of the attention 
of the Congress, was dry, but will probably 
prove highly important work, many of the 
alterations which have been made being of 
vital interest to the members. The limits 
of space forbid us at present to comment 
fully on these and many other features of 
the work of the Congress, and we can 
only add that, apart from the important 
work done, and the progress reported, the 
hospitality of Mr. Plimsoll and the Glasgow 
Branch, aud the presentation of well- 
merited testimonials to the general secre- 
tary, will long be pleasant memories to all 
privileged to take part in the Seamen's 
Congress of 1890. 


At Hull on. Saturday Carl Thompson, a 
boarding-house keeper, was charged under the 
Merchant Shipping Act with having persuaded one 
Antony Gustafsen to desert the Russian ship 
Withelm on Sept. 24. The magistrates imposed a 
fine of 40s. and costs in each case, or in default 30 
days. 

Two BritisH SAILORS DROWNED.—Fonur sailors 
belonging to the crew of the three-masted British 
schooner Ocean Spray jumped into the harbour of 
Friedrichstadt, Schleswig-Holstein, Oct. 13, with 
the object of swimming aboard their ship as she 
was putting out to sea. Two of the men were 
drowned. 


DISMISSING SEAMEN WItTnouT NorTice.—At 
Cardiff Police Court on Oct. 13, eight seamen sued 
Messrs. Pyman and Watson, the owners of the 
steamer fountains Abbey, for wages in lieu of 
notice, wages detained, and compensation The 
Stipendisry gave judgment for the plaintiffs with 
costs, and costs for two days in addition on account 
of compensation for summary dismissal. 


THE SupPoseD Loss oF THK “HAWARDEN 
CASsTLE.”—The Board of Trade have received a 
report and decision of the Local Marine Board of 
Newcastle, New South Wales, in the matter of the 
missing ship Hawarden Castle, to the effect that 
she was staunch, strong, and seaworthy when she 
pee that port, her Plimsoll mark being four inches 
clear. 


CHARGE AGAINST A UNION OFFICIAL.—George 
Garrett, described as an executive officer connected 
with the Liverpool Branch of the Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union, was charged at Liverpool, on 
13th inst., with having intimidated John Manibusapn, 
a Spaniard, sbip’s fireman. When in Barry last 
July, Manibusan was told by the officers that he 
could not stay cn board unless he became a member 
of the Union. He paid 30s. on account of entrance 
fee, and received a card of membership. He came 
to Liverpool in September last, and was met by Mr. 
Hornsby, of the so-called International Federation 
of Seamen, Firemen, and Ship Stewards, who 
persuaded him to join the Union, which he did by 
paying 3s.10d. It was alleged that the defendant 
threatened to prevent Manibusan from shipping on 
any vessel for a year if he did not give up posses- 
sion of the card which he received at Barry, Mr. 
Raffles dismissed the case, 





CORRESPONDENCE, 





A STEWARD’S GRIEVANCES. 
Lo the Editor of “ Seafaring. 


DsgAR StR,—I ama native of the Western Islands, 
and a member of Glasgow Branch of the N.S. 
Union. I see in your issue of 20th inst. thata 
“Steward’s Grievances” were so much that the 
steward was unhappy in the ship. Now I, the 
assistant cook or steward, as he calls me, made 
yeast for that man of grievances, and being, as I 
am, a professional baker, I think I could make yeast 
to suit him or any other steward. Yet he could not 
make bread from it. This, of course, caused our 
captain to pay more for fresh bread than if he (the 
steward) had been able to make bread. When I 
made the yeast the steward complained that the 
flour was bad, and I have seen him throw bread 
overboard after he had made it — afraid to take it to 
cabin tab’e. Now, Sir, the flour was good, but the 
steward could not make bread, forall his seven years’ 
experience. [amin the ship still, and would not 
leave her, only I am going home to see my people, 
This man, not being a Union man, [ think he had a 
lot of presumption to write and ventilate his so- 
called grievances in a Union paper. Hoping you 
will find space in your very valuable paper to sea- 
men, for this little clearing of character, and wish- 
ing SHAFARING all good luck, Iam, yours truly, 

ASSISTANT COOK. 

Penarth Dock, Sept. 29, 1890, 


FISHING CERTIFICATES. 
To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 


S1z,—In last week’s SEAFARING I read an article 
under the above heading, by a “‘Shipping Master,” 
in which was the following paragraph: ‘‘The 
certificates, either of service or competency, are 
issued by the Board of Trade, the latter upon 
passing an examination held by the Board’s 
examiners.” I should be very much obliged to 
“Shipping Master” if he could inform me how 
many persons the board of examiners should con- 
sist of, and whether the Board of Trade regulations 
permit one man to examine and pass candidates for 
skippers’ and second-hands’ certificates? The 
reason I ask this question is that it has come under 
my notice that on several occasions lately candi- 
dates for fisbing certificates have been examined 
and passed by one examiner, and that gentleman is 
a director of a large fishing company and a smack- 
owner,—I am, yours respectfully, 

A CERTIFICATED SKIPPER. 





Several letters are held over for want of space. 





CLAIM BY A CAPTAIN.—At Cardiff, on Oct. 9. 
Captain Popham, who is a master mariner, sued 
Mr. G. Hopkins for £148 17s. 11d. for wages at the 
rate of £2 5s. a week for 33 weeks, and £23 6s. 6d. 
for incidental expenses incurred in superintending 
the building of a steamer for the defendant at 
Sunderland. There were also other small items. 
Plaintiff had received £73. His Honour gave judg- 
ment for the balance of £7 12s., and costs on that 
amount. 


IMPORTANT TO SAILORS.—Before the magistrates 
at the Liverpool City Police Court, George Bevan, 
fireman of the s.s. Aycliffe, summoned his captain, 
Mr. Hogg, to refund him 31s. 6d., which he (the 
captain, wanted to deduct from his wages in respect 
of medical attendances, etc., at Gibraltar, and 
£i 16s. 8d., which the captain had deducted from 
his wages for alleged incompetency, etc. Mr. 
Tetlow, for the complainant; contended that under 
Section 228 of the Merchant Shipping Act, no 
deduction could be made es proposed. - Moreover, 
the log-book was incomplete as to the charges 
against the complainant in respect of the alleged 
incompetency, and Bevan was fully qualified and 
entitled to full wages. The magistrates, after 
hearing the witnesses for the defence, he!d that 
Bevan was entitled to the whole amount claimed, 
£4 17s., and costs. 





WILLIAM GUY, 


BOARD & LODGING HOUSE, 
7, POSTERNGATE 
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ay 


SAILOR’S AND FIREMENS' 
UNION: 


(Continued from page 3.) 


MIDDLESBROUGH BRANCH, 


The usual weekly meeting was held in the Market 
Hotel, Oct. 13, Mr. William Bowden in the chair, 
John Fitzgerald was enrolled in this Branch as A.B 
making a total of eight members for the week. Mr 
Thos. Gills moved that the standing orders be sus. 
pended in order that they might hear the reports 
of the delegates to the Annual Congress, Mr, J, 
Hardy then addressed the meeting. He said good 
work had been done in Glasgow. He had been 
twice fined for being late when the roll was called, 
Mr. J. Culpin gave a good account of his steward. 
ship. The secretary moved a vote of thanks to the 
delegates, complimenting the members upon the 
progress made since. the last annual meeting. He 
was sorry to know that one of their delegates had 
been twice fined during the Congress. This was 
the first occasion on which a delegate of this Branch 
had been fined, and he hoped it would be the last, 
as any man who went to represent the Branch was 
expected to do his duty. The vote of thanks was 
carried with acclamation, 


MONTROSE BRANCH. 


A meeting was held at 17, Ferry-street, on 
Monday, Oct. 13, to hear the delegate’s report of 
the Congress. Mr. Alex. Wood presided in the 
absence of the chairman. The delegate gave a full 
detailed report of every day’s proceedings. He also 
stated that the general secretary was in ill-health, 
The Branch sympathises with Mr. J. H. Wilson, 
and we hope that he will soon be restored to 
health. Hearty cheers were given for Mr. Wilson, 
and the sailors’ grand old man, Mr. Plimsoll. Bro, 
David Cordiner moved a hearty vote of thanks to 
our delegate, William Sharp, for the able report he 
had given, which was seconded by Charles Taylor 
and passed. 





GOOLE BRANCH. 

A large gathering met at the Sailors’ Institute 
on Tuesday to hear the report of Bro. Field, dele- 
gate to the Annual Congress. Mr. J. Gledhill 
occupied the chair, Bro. Field, in a very able 
manner, gave his report, and at the close of his 
address he proposed a resolution to the effect 
‘*That the meeting was of opinion that in its interests 
it should at once pay the levy of 10s. per member 
agreed upon at the Annual Congress at Glasgow, 
and approving of the one penny per week advance 
in contributions. (Cheers.) The secretary sup- 
ported the resolution, which was carried unaui- 
mously amid great applause. Bro. R. Broughton 
proposed a vote of confidence in the president, 
Mr. 8. Plimsoll, and general secretary, Mr. J. H. 
Wilson, which was seconded by Bro. Gunn, sup- 
ported by Bro. T. Knott, and carried, Loud and 
prolonged cheers were given for Mr, Plimsoll, Mr. 
Wilson, and the Union. 
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Tua BOAT BRANCH. |S. J. GOWER, |PERCY'S TEMPERANCE HOTEL, 
SAILORS’ & FIREMEN’S UNION. PRIN THR ‘ ANALBY ROAD, HULL, 


NOTICE, 


Boat Men desirous of protecting 
their interests and improving their con- 
dition should at once join the above, 
while the entrance fee is low. Thoy can 
be enrolled at any of the London Branch 
Offices of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union ogame on page 8 of SEA- 
FARING), or at “Captain Man o 
War,” High Street, Poplar, any evening 
from 8tolOp.m. The; weekly meeting 
of the Tug, Bost Men is held at the 
“ Captain n o’ War,” ~- Street, 
Poplar, every Wednesday evening. 


BRISTOL BRANCH, 


_— 





NOTICE TO MEMBERS. 


The above Branch is removed from 
45to 41, Prince Street. Union flag 
hoisted. All communications please 
address ‘41, Prince Street, Queen 
Square.” 


T.J. DANCEY, Secretary. 


H. PHILLIPS, 
PAWNBROKER, 
TIDAL BASIN, 
VICTORIA DOCKS. 
SAILORS’ OUTFITTER 


In all its Branches. 


J. J. ROBINSON. 
MARKET HOTEL, 
MARKET PLACE, 


MIDDLESBROUGH. 


ALLSOPP’S MILD & BITTER ALES & STOUT, 
Choice Wines. Cigars of the Finest Quality. 


Middlesbrough Branch Meetings of the Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union held at this house. 
Meetings of Shipmasters’ and Officers’ Union also 

held here. 











MCCANN & CO., 


LONDON HOUSE, HOLTON ROAD, BARRY. 
Seafaring men cannot do better than buy their CLOTHING 
at McCann & Co.’s. We buy. for Cash from the best manu- 
facturers, which enables us to give the be:t value to our 
customers.. One price; no abatement, The Largest Stock 
in the neighbourhood. 

-McCANN & CO , London House, Holton-rd., Barry. 
Near Victoria Hotel ; 4 minutes’ walk from Shipping Office. 


Wholesale and Retail 
COMMERCIAL AND FANCY STATIONER, 
NEWSAGENT, BOOKBINDER, &e., 

2, MYTONGATE, HULL. 


N.B.—Wholesale and Advertisement Agent for 
SEAFARING in Hall. 


Opposite the Hacursion Platform, Paragon Station. 
MEALS AT ALL HOURS AT MODERATE 
CHARGES. GOOD BEDS. 
Special Accommodation for Officers, Seamen, and 
their Wives. Private or Publi: Rooms. 
Stewards can safely recommerd this House to 
Passengers. 

PROPRIETOR—ALBERT PEROY, 

Hon. Member Hull Branch N.A.P.§F.U, 





T. H. WILLIAMS, 
Member Amalgamated Sailors’ & Firemen’s Union, 
UNION OUTFITTING STORES, 


4, FABIAN STREET, ST. THOMAS, 
(Near the East Dock), 


SWANSEA. 


E. A. McDONAI«D, 


OUTFITTER, 
32, CLEETHORPES ROAD 


GRIMSBY, 
A Large Stock of Seamen’s Clothing always on hand 


BRISTOL SEAMEN’S 


CLOTHIER & OUTFITTER, &e., 
W. J. PIKE, 
HOTWELL ROAD, BRISTOL, 
Honorary Member Seamen’s Union. 

Apvanog and Hatr-pay Nores cashed very 
lowest terms; purchases at the time entirely 
optional. 


Foreign Money Exchanged. 
Runners. 


J. LEWIS, 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTER, 


54, BROOMIELAW, GLASGOW. 
JAMES DYMOCK & SON, 


Grocer, Ironmonger & Ship Chandler, 
PIERHEAD, BO’NESS, 
Near Union Office. 

Seamen and Firemen supplied with all kinds of 
Stores, best quality, at Lowest Prices. 


ROBERT FINDLAY 
UNION SUPPLY STORES, 
60, GRANGE ST., GRANGEMOUTH 
Wholesale and Retail 
GROCER AND PROVISION MERCHANT. 


Members of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 
supplied at lowest cash prices. 








No Commission to 














THE UNION PUBLIC-HOUSE IN GLASGOW 


HEBRIDEAN VAULTS, 
JAMES WATT STREET. 


COMFORTABLE HOME FOR SEAMEN. 
Mrs. G. GAWLER’S 


19, HIGH STREET, BARRY, 


Seamen Boarded by Day or Week according 
to Union Principles. 











_ GRIFFITHS’ DINING & COCOA ROOMS 


41, GREAT HOWARD ST., LIVERPOOL. 
(OPPOSITE NORTHERN HOSPITAL,) 


Men of all Classes will find the ubove 
Establishment the best place to get 


G00D MEALS AT MODERATE CHARGES, 
Attention & Civility Guaranteed. , 


TOBAGCONISTS COMMENCING, 


. Write for Lilustrated Guide (229 
. pages, three stamps). ‘‘ How to 
me respectably, £29 to £1,000,”— 
BACOONISTS OUTFITTING COMPANY, 
Chief Offices, 186, Euston-rd., London, 
— the largest and oldest complete Tobae- 
. London, 


conists’ Furnishers in 





ALL SEAMEN COMING TO HULL, Go TO 


WILLIAM HEMINGWAY, 


No, 42, MYTONGATE, HULL 


(NEAR THE DOCKS). 


Jacke:'s and Southwesters, always on hand. 
MARKET HOUSE. 





GENERAL DRAPERS, 
Clothiers, Hatters, and Outfitters, 


always on hand. 


Seamen’s Outfits of all kinds. 
Branches, at Lowest Cash Prices. 


TAILOR, DRAPER, & OUTFITTER, 


AlLarge Assortment of Ready-made Clothes, Oilskin 


WALKER & JOHNSTONE, 


MARKET SQUARE, NORTH ST., BO'NESS. 
Large Stock of Ready-Mades of every description 


Oilskin Coats, Trousers, Sou’westers, Sailors’ Beds,&c. 
Tailoring in all its 


N. A. S. & F. UNION HOME, 
13, ROBINSON ROW, DAGGER LANE, 


HULL. 
This Home is Conducted on Strict Union Principles 


G. A. HODGSON, Proprietor, 
Financial Member, Hull Branch. 


SAMUEL BEGG, 
Treasurer Hull Branch W.A.8. &F.U. 


TURK’S HEAD HOTEL, 
MYTONGATE, HULL. 


LLL LOO 


CONCERT ROOM OPEN EVERY EVENING 
AT SEYEN O°CLOCK. 


WINES, SPIRITS, BEERS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY. 


LONDON. 
N.A.S.&F. BOARDING HOUSE, 


Mrs. HICKS, 
13, JEREMIAH STREET, 


Four Doors from Green’s Home Branch Office. 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION 


BOARDING HOUSE; 


EDWARD MILTON, Proprietor. 
“FORESTERS ARMS8.”" 
81, EAST HOLBORN, SOUTH SHIELDS. 
LONDOW. 


C. MARRINGTON, 
PRIVATE BOARDING HOUSE FOR OFFICERS ON 
BOARD SHIP. 

HOME COMFORTS STUDIED. TERMS MODERATE, 
76a, MINORIES. 


JAMES BRACKEN, 


SEAMEN’S UNION 
BOARDING HOUSE 


182, BROOMIELAW, GLASGOW. 
MRS. M. JONES, 


Having returned to the Tyne, has opened the 


UNION SEAMEN’S HOME, 
31, DUKE ST., NORTH SHIELDS, 


Where Seafaring men will be treated in strict 
accordance with Union principles. 


CAPTAIN E. DANN, 


BOARD AND LODGINGS BY DAY OR WEEK, 
3, STRAND, SWANSEA. 





























ALSO 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTING STORES, 
23, WIND STREET, SWANSEA, 





DAVID BECK, 


NORTH STREET, BO’NESS. 


supplied at lowest Cash Price. 


A TRIAL SOLICITED, 





GROCER & PROVISION MERCHANT 


Members of the Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union 


NOTICE TO UNION MEN. 
i ting BARRY DOCK are 
Union Napectfnlly requested to Board at 


Mrs. MOONEY’S, 
6, HOLM ST, CADOXTON, 
(Near Barry Dock.) 
N.B.—None but Unionists reed apply. Note the addreag 
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TEST THEM FREE OF CHARGE. — 


WHAT WE ARE PREPARED TO DO. 


We are prepared to supply 25,000 clergymen with two packets of 
FRAZER’S SULPHUR TABLETS for gift and test among sick poor 
parishioners. 

We are prepared to pay postage thereon (25,000 at 3d.), value £312 10s, 

We are prepared to supply 250,000 of the general public with samples of 
FRAZER'S SULPHUR TABLETS, gratis and post free. 


We are prepared to pay the postage thereon (250,000 at 1d.), value 
£1,041 18s. 4d. 


A WORD OF ADVICE. 


Don’t write for the samples simply because we offer them free of charge, 
nor because your neighbour does, Read our advertisement through to the 
end, and then decide whether you or yours need or would be benefited 
by the use of FRAZER'S SULPHUR TABLETS. We do not pose as 

hilanthropists. This is a business offer. We have an article that we 
hacte from severe tests and from results achieved will sell on its merits if 
seen, tasted, and tested. Sulphur is the oldest, the best, and safest remedy 
for the blood, for the skin, for the complexion, for rheumatism, and for 
constipation. FRAZER'S SULPHUR TABLETS are composed of 
sulphur incorporated with cream of tartar and other curative ingre- 
dients. They are much more efficacious than sulphur in milk or 
treacle, This has been proved time and again. They are liked. Men 
favour them, women hail them as a boon, and children think them as 
pleasant to eat as confectionery. They benefit all, and are as efficacious 
and curative as they are safe and agreeable. 


TWO THOUSAND POUNDS HARD CASH, 


This was the sum we stood to lose, plus the cost of advertisements, if, 
when seen and tested, FRAZER’S SULPHUR TABLETS had failed to 





merit approval. Do us the justice to admit this is a fair test. We sup 
the samples free, We prepay the postage. All you do is to write a letter 
or postcard and ask for them. 


WHY DO WE TAKE THIS RISK? 


This is what people ask us. We reply, because those who write for the 
samples afterwards buy packets of FRAZER'S SULPHUR TABLETS by 
post from us, or obtain them from chemists, stores, or medicine vendors, 
People likewise recommend and keep the Tablets by them. The con. 
sequence is that we sell several hundred dozen packets weekly, and the 
sale is rapidly growing. This is trade by merit. The public have shown 
discrimination, and that they can appreciate merit, and it was in firm 
reliance that this would be the case that we were led to incur this risk, 


DO I NEED THEM? 


If you have Rheumatism, Yes. They will kill the decomposed and 
poisonous excess of uric acid in the blood causing the disease. 


If you have Constipation, Yes. They are a gentle, safe, and a simple 
laxative, as suitable for children (in smaller doses) as for adults. 


If you have Hemorrhoids, Yes. They relieve the congestion of venous 
blood at the affected parts, and afford relief. 


If you have Ulcers, Scrofula, Scurvy, or other Impurities of the Bl 
Yes. ‘hey neutralise the blood poisons causing the diseases and ex; 
them out of the system. 


If you have Skin Disease or Eruption, Yes. They have a specific curative 
effect on all such, as they open the pores from internally, and free them 
from obstruction and disease taint. They likewise “scotch ” where they do 
not kill the disease principle from the blood, which causes Eczema and 
other diseases. . 


LEST THEM FRA OF CHARGE! 


Write us a letter or postcard, naming Szararina, and we will send you samples of FRAZER’S SULPHUR TABLETS gratis and post free, 


They are for internal use for the Blood, Skin, Complexion, Rheumatism, and Constipation. 


They are put up in packets, price 1s. 14d, 


(post free, 1s. 3d.), and are for sale by most Chemists and Medicine Vendors. 


Sole Proprietors, FRAZER & Co., 29, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON, E.C. 





SEAMEN should visit this Establishment. 
(Close to East India Dock.) 


WATCHMAKERS, JEWELLERS, & COMPLETE 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTERS, 





NEEDLE AND ANCHOR. 


P. M. LEIBOW & CO., 
210 & 212, EAST INDIA DOCK ROAD, LONDON, E. 





Captains Supplied at Wholesale Prices. 
OILSKINS AND SEA-BOOTS A SPECIALITY, 


PAWNBROKERS, 
Liberal advances made on all kirds of property. 





Cc. CEMMELL, 


119, HIGH ST., KING’S LYNN, 
UNION CLOTHING SHOP, 


Is the BEST HOUSE in the EASTERN COUNTIES 


FOR 


EVERY DESCRIPTION 


oF 


SEAMEN’S CLOTHING. 
AT PRICES THAT CANNOT BE BEATEN. 


NOTICE. 


To Members of the National Amalgamated 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION. 


All Union Men arriving at or sailing from 
LEITH are invited to visit sal 


L. HYMANS 


Pawnbrokers’ Salerooms & Seamen’s Outfitting Stores 
8, TOLBOOTH WYND, LEITH, 


Where he has always on hand a large stock of New and_, 
Second Hand Clothing, suitable for Seamen, at prices te 
suit everyone. Also large quantities of unredeemed 
pledges, consisting of Gold and Silver Watches, 
Sextants, Optical Goods, Marine and Field Glasses, at 





P.O. Order. 


R. WHITE, 


WHOLESALE 


CABINET & BEDDING 


MANUFACTURER, 
70, 72, & 74, RATHBONE STREET, 


CANNING TOWN, LONDON, E., 


28 & 29, GREEN ST., UPTON PARK, E. 
Houses Furnished from 10 to 100 gs. 


¢@ ALL GOODS WARRANTED 23 


SPECIALITIES IN 


SEAMEN'S BEDDING 
PURE WOOL BEDS, 
4/6, 5/6, 6/6, 7/6 each. 
BUSH RUGS & COLOURED BLANKETS 


Sent free to any part of the Kingdom on receipt of 
Prices 3/9, 4/9, 5/9, 6/9. 


All Seamen going to GRANGEMOUTH should visit 


WALKER & CO,, 


DRAPERS AND OUTFITTERS, 
GRANGE 8T., GRANGEMOUTE, 


Where there is always a large selection of reliable 
goods to choose from. 

Largest Stock of Ready-made Suits, Shirts, Flannels, 
Semmits, and all descriptions of Underclothing required 
by Seamen. 

Braces, QOollars, Ties, Bucts, etc., ete. 

Suits Made to Measure in best possib'e style by experienced 
workmen, from 403, to #3 10s. 

Large Assortment of Oilskin Coats, Trousers, and South- 
westers of our special guaranteed make 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO UNION MEN 


WM. MILLER & CO,, 


GLASGOW HOUSE, ; 
VERE STREET, CADOXTON, BARRY DOCK, 
Keep a large and Complete Stock of 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTING 
In all its Branches. Advance Notes cashed for le. 
in the Pound. All Goods marked in Plain Figures. 
N.B.—Special terms for members of Seamen's 
Union. Note the Address— 
WM. MILLER & Co.,, 
VERE 8T., CAVOXTON, BARRY DOCK. 


One minute’s walk from Cadoxton Railway 
Station and Wenvoe Hotel. 








really low prices. 
2 ARMY & NAVY TROUSERS FROM 1/6 TO 9/6 -c 


SEA BOOTS FROM 8/6 TO 26/. 


Nore.—L. H., being an authorised agent for the most 
prominent Boot and Shoe Manufacturers, purchasers 
may depend cn getting the best value, 


OILSKINS FROM 6/6 TO 10/6 A SUIT. 
N.B.—Mombers of the Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union 


supplied on Special Terms. Advance notes cashed at 
a very small percentage. 





UNION MEN 


SHOULD GO TO 


C. KELLY, 


130 & 144a, VICTORIA DOCK RD., 
LONDON, E., 
For Serges, Oilskins, Guernseys, Officers’ and 
Seamen’s Caps and Hosiery. 
Hats, Ties, Scarves, Collars, &c., of the Newest 
Style. 


UNION MEN 


SHOULD GO TO THE 


CHAMPION PHOTOGRAPHER 


DOWLE, 
34, BARKING ROAD, CANNING TOWN. 
CARTES DE VISITE, 


3 ror 1/6, 


IN LONDON 
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NTERNATIONAL SEAMEN'S CONGRESS, 


a. ee or G2. 


THE DELEGATES. 


Monday, Oct. 6, 1890, will long be a memor- 
able day. It saw the first international gather- 
ing of representativeseamen from many countries, 
the occasion being the second annual meeting of 
the National Amalgamated Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland. The 
gathering was held in the spacious building 
known as the Waterloo Rooms, Glasgow, the 
large hall of which was tastefully decorated with 
Union banners and the flags of various nation- 
alities. The delegates present from other 
countries were: Coast Seamen’s Union of Cali- 
fornia, Captain Crangle aud Messrs, Furuseth, 
Waterhouse, and Korsnig. New York Inter- 
national Sailors’ and Fireme:’s Union, Messrs. 
McGregor (general secretary), John F. O'Sulli- 
van (general president), and Robt. Fraser. Rot- 
terdam, E. Donnelly and C. W, Brown, and 
Antwerp, Frank Huber and Michael Verdunck. 
The Sunderland Society was represented by Mr. 
Friend and Mr. Rutherford, and the Hull 
Society by Mr. Butcher, while the various 
branches of the National Amalgamated Sailors’ 
and Firemen’s Union cof Great Britain and 
Ireland were represented as follows :— 


North Shields 


” 
Newcastle .. 
Newport 


” 
Newport 
Port Glasgow 
Peterhead .. 
Plymouth .. 
Penarth 


a ue 
Rotherhithe 


” 
Seaham 


Sonth Shields 


” 
” 
Swansea 


Sunderland i j 


” 


a zs 
Southampton 


.. Chas. Wood. 

.. John Nicholson, 
. T. Dunn. 

. Jahn Nicholson, 

. S. Goold. 


Thos. Roberts. 


. John McArthur. 
.. None. 
.. H. Yabsley. 
.. Richard Brown. 
. Philip Clippett. 


. John Sullivan. 


. M. Connor. 


. John Young. 


** Rob. Holdforth. 
.. Thos. Clements. 


. Jas. Logan. 


; . Elias Daon. 
.. J. S. Dawe. 
. James Cathey. 


. J. G. Badd. 
. Geo. Hendry. 


Stockton-on-Tees .. 
. Chas. Anson. 


Tug Boat 
Tower Hill .. 


he ” 
Tidal Basin, . 


” 


” 
Wallsend 
Whitstable. . 


i F. Shears. 


A. Clarke. 


¢ . A. Davidson. 


. J. Harwood. 


.. James St. Clair, 
. Ei Lowe. 

ie is .. Geo. Donglas, 

West Hartlepool .. 


Adam Lovatr. 


. Jas, Peart. 


.. James B-an. 
. Wm. Gimmon. 


Punctually at ten o’clock on Monday morning 





Aterdeen ., .» Robert Rae. 
rs - .. Andrew Buchannan, 
Barrow .. Keneth Mclver. 
Blyth .. Geo, Dixon. 
Bootle . Thos. W. McGovern. 
"a S .» Michael O'Hare. 
4 < . Matthew Murphy. 
Birkenhead , , . Hy. Steading. 
” oe John Griffiths. 
Bristol .. ¥. A. Phillips, 
a . James Stanley. 
Belfast . James Pearson. 


Burntisland. ; 
Cardiff 


” 


.. Geo. Campbell. 

.. Wa. Clippett. 

.. Henry Atkins. 
. Geo. Dewey. 


” . 

Cork .. Daniel Barry. 
" ee .» Divid Lynch. 
Dublin .. P.A. Tyrell. 

% . John Johnson. 
Dover .. Frank Westmore, 
Dundee .. Alex. Robb. 

* . Peter Fleming, 
Dundalk . Michael Green. 


Fleetwood ' ; 
Gravesend .. 


.. James Rattary. 
. Charles Addiso: , 


Glasgow .. John Riley. 
” as . Archibald McGreg: r, 
rm ‘ .. Patrick Carlin. 
‘a , . James Wilson, 
Grays : . James Slade, 
Greenock : . William Martin. 
Goole . Wilham Field. 


Green's Home 


” 


. M. F. Whitehead. 


.. HL Randall, 
. Charles Wheeler, 


” ¢ 
Grimsvy . Geo. T. Brock. 
Grangemouth . A. McNab, 
Hall. . . Geo. Redfearn. 

00 as .. Tom Ward, 

9 08 oe ® William Chafer- 
ull ‘lug Poat . J. W. Lee. 
King’s Lynn .» William Cammings. 
Liverpoot .. Wm. J, Rogers, 

” as : b> ‘aunton. 

’ oe oe ° ay. 
Londonderry 4 Jie Vike, 
Leith ne . John Green. 
” ; » Robt. Allan. 
Middlece,?”’ » William Sharp, 


John Hardy. 
+» Jcase Culpin, 


| Mr. Plimsoll, president of the Seamen’s Union, 
| wearing his sailor cap, and looking well in spite 


since last we met. Last year, at Cardiff, I said 
to you that I felt sure the time of 


THE SAILORS’ DELIVERANCE 


was at hand. (Applause.) This has turned 
out to be true in a very peculiar sense. You 
are aware that in 1876 I obtained an Act of 
Parliament prescribing aload line. Mr. Norwood, 
however, induced Parliament to allow the ship- 
owners to place this load line where they pleased, 
instead of, as I urged, that it should be placed on 


| the side of the ship by some competent and in- 


| dependent authority. 


This most unsatisfactory 
arrangement has existed until the last session of 


| Parliament, and, as you may suppose, has been 


| nugatory as a check against over-loading. 


| operation on Dee. 9 next. 


In 
the last session of Parliament 1 brought ina 
Bill—which my friend Mr. Howell, who is 
present, took charge of—prescribing that this 
load line should be fixed by the Board of Trade 
surveyors, or by other surveyors acting under the 
authority of the Board of Trade. This Bill 

came an Act of Parliament, and will be in full 
(Applause.) At the 


| present time of speaking there is 


IMMENSE ACTIVITY 


in all the ports of the United Kingdom 
in having this load line fixed’ on the 
sides of the ships. (Applause.) The Govern- 
ment returns show that the average annual 


| loss of life during a period of eight years in 


| missing ships alone was 944, 


Mr. Rothery, 


| the late Wreck Commissioner, showed, in his 
| evidence before the Royal Commission, that no 


| of all his hard work, entered the hall, and 


| received an enthusiastic w-]:ome. This was also 


| accorded to the general secretary, Mr. J. H. 


| 


Wilson, as he ascended the platform with some 
difficulty, looking more fit for his bed than fora 
public mesting. Mr. F. Evans, the vice-president, 


| supported on two sticks, and suffering from a 
| severe attack of rheumatism, was also well 
| received. So, too, were the retiring Executive. 
On the platform were Mr. Plimsoll, Mr. F. Evans, 
| Mr. J. H. Wilson (general secretary), Mr. 
| England (general treasurer), Mr. Maxwell 
(assi-tant secretary) Mr. T. Watson Brown 
(solicitor), and the retiring Exeentive. Messrs. 
| Errington, .Fysh, Fowler, Hunt, Skinner, 
Bachannan, ‘Tr-vellick, Douglas, Robinson, 
| McQuillan, M Kevitt. Begy, Farqnharson, 
Canuier, Airson, and t: e anditors, Messrs, Hines 
| and Harrison. 


less than 46 per cent. of missing ships are 


LOST FROM OVERLOADING. 


This will show that—as over-loading will from 
Dec. 9 next be impossible—between 400 
and 450 men's lives per annum will be 
saved by this Act. (Applause.) This is a 
matter of the utmost importance, and may well 
incite us to feelings of grateful praise to 
Almighty God that He has eso far blessed our 
efforts on behalf of the seamen. ( Applause.) 
This, however, is not all that was dove 
during last session. The Victualling Dapart- 
ment of the Government has been in the hat 
for mauy years of selling condemned stores by 
auction at Woolwich. Much of the beef and 


| pork had been in store for a great number of 


The editor of Seararine, Mr. | 


Cowie (who was kindly received on ail hands) | 


occupied a seat at the repc: ters’ table, 
WELCOME TO FORRBIGN DELEGATES, 


The muster ro!l having been called, the presi- 


years, and was stinking when sold, As no pre- 
cautions were taken to prevent this meat from 
being soll for provisioning merchant vessels, 
much of it—the greater part, if not the whole— 
was so used, with 


MOST DEPLORABLE RESULTS 
on the health of the c:ews of the ships, many of 


| whom died, aud a vast number of whom suffered 


dent, Mr. Plimsoll, rose, aud was received with | 


lond and prolonged app'anse. Mr. Plimsoll 


| said:—Gentlemen, you will agree with me that | 


| it is at ence our first duty and our giertest 


| pleasure to yive our most hearty weleome to the | 


| delegates from New York, San Francisco, Boston, 


| Holland, and Belgium, who have been deputed | 


| by societies like our own beyond the seas to 

attend this Congress to give us the benefit of 
| their experience, and, it may be, derive some 
| advantage from our deliberations. (Applause 

and hearty cheers for the delegates referred 
| to.) After which Mr. Plimsoll resumed :— 
| Gentlemen, your time is v.ry valuable; instead, 
therefore, of occupying much of it in a presi- 
dential address, [ will address yon for five or six 
minutes at a time during the sittings of the 
| Congress as opportunities may offer. Let us 


| take a brief retrospect of what has happened \ 


| 


very greatly from being compelled on long voyages 
to the Patitic ports to eat this meat. A Bine- 
Book was pnblished by the Government 
entitled “ Health of Crews,” which supplied 
details of a most painful and revolting kind, 
which, however, time will not allow me to sub- 
mit to you in detail, Every effort was made by 
us to induce the Government to alter this mode 
of proceeding, and we sneceeded so far that some 
time ago an examination of the meat wasmade, and 
all that was not considered fit for human food 
was sold for candlemaking and soapmaking in 
casks, stencilled on the euds with the words, 
© Sold as unfis for human food.” That which 
was deemed sufliziently good for present use was 
sold without avy precaution biog taken, and 
was mstly put on board merchaut vessels. When 
I asked why they did not put it on bcard the 
vessels belonging to the Royal Navy, I wag 
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answered that although good for 
use was 


present 


NOT GOOD ENOUGH 


to be put on vessels that were going on voyages 
which would keep them away six or eight months. 
I replied that that was the particular kind of 
voyage for which this food was supplied in the 
merchant navy, and, in short, I said—If it is not 
good enough for your men, it is not good enough 
for ours. (Applause.) Dr. Cameron, one of the 


members for this city, very kindly assisted me | Wyo hing Boards at our seaport towns, distinguish- 
in this subject, and he put a question on June 5 | t 


last, which I will read to you :— 

“ To ask the First Lord of the Admiralty if he 
will state to the House what arrangements have 
been made by the Admiralty to preclude the possi- 
bility in future of any of the beef and pork which 
is deemed unfit for consumption on board Her 
Majesty’s ships finding its way on board the ships 
of the mercantile marine; and whether such 
arrangements are permanent and irrevocable; and 
if not, under what circumstances such arrangements 
can be ignored or reveked.” 

Lord George Hamilton replied :—“ Circum- 
stances were brought toths noticeof the Admiralty 
last year which pointed to the possibility of meat 
assold unfit for human food being brought again 
into the market as fit for consumption. It was 
accordingly decided that in future condemned 
salt beef or pork should not be sold by public 
auction, but that it should, instead, be 


SENT TO SOAPBOILERS 


for use in the soapboiling trade; and it was also de- 
cided that the meat before being sent to these firms 
should be treated chemically in such a manner as to 
render it impossible that it should beagain used for 
human food. These regulations are uncondi- 
tional, and no departure from them is allowable, 
except with the direct sanction of the Board of 
Admiralty ; and I do not conceive it to be likely 
that any Board of Admiralty would sanction any 
reversal of the present arrangement that might 
lead to the repetition of the abuse I have 
described.” This answer, although satisfactory in 
spirit was not satisfactory in form. Therefore in 
the House of Commons on June 19 last, Dr. 
Cameron, M.P., said :—‘I beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Admiralty whether the assurance 
given by him on the 6th inst., in relation 
to the disposal of beef and pork by the 
Admiralty, applies to all beef and pork deemed 
unfit for issue or re-issue to Her Majesty’s 
ships, seeing that the answer given on the 
5th inst., specifies in terms only one part of such 
beef and pork.” The First Lord of the Admiralty, 
Lord George Hamilton, said, in reply :—*I am 
glad to have the opportunity of answering the 
hon. gentleman that in referring to condemned 
salt beef and pork, I intended it to be under- 
stood that all such meat, whether 


ACTUALLY UNFIT FOR FOOD 


or not, considered unsuitable for issue or 
re-issue to H. M. ships, would not be 
sold by public sale, but would all be 


delivered, after the chemical treatment I 
have already described, to contractors for 
use in the soapboiling trade.” (Applause.) 
Mr, Plimsoll, continuing, said:—The answer 
to this question was satisfactory in spirit but 
not in form, and it was repeated a fortnight 
later, after conference with Lord George Hamil- 
ton, and a perfectly satisfactory answer was 
given to the effect that “No beef or pork 
whether at the moment fit or unfit for human 
food, should be sold by the Admiralty without 
previously being immersed in a chemical bath, 
which would render it impossible for it to be 
sold or used as human food.” As there is reason 
to believe that a large part of the scurvy which 
so grievously affected the mercantile marine 
some years ago arose from the sale of this meat, 
this is a highly satisfactory and very important 
arrangement. (Applause.) Another point which 





has engaged our attention during the last session | Of 
| said :—I was just going to say, when I came down 
| to the Congress this morning, [ felt much done 


of Parliament has been 
THE CATTLE TRADE, 


in regard to which I am - to say we are in- 
debted to Colonel Howard Vincent, who has 


moved for a return of the number of cattletaken | 


on board at Transatlantic ports, and the number 
which were landed in English ports. Mr. Burt 
also moved for a return of the weights of coal 
actually laid in all merchant ships at deadweight 


ports, together with the registered tonnage of 


each vessel, and a similar report relating to 
foreign vessels. From this we find that while 
foreigners load 159 tons for every 100 tons 
register, English holders load 190 tons, Tris 
return will no doubt put to silence the wailir gs 
of some of the Shipowners’ Associations in tie 
North of England, who complaiued that foreigners 
were not interfered with as to the quantity they 
loaded in our ports, while Englishmen were. 
Mr. Fenwick also moved for returns giving the 
names and addresses of the members of the Local 


ing those who were shipowners from those who 
were not interested in shipping property. A 
like return was moved for as to the Magistrates 
on the Bench in the seaport towns; but, whilst 
the former return was unhesitatingly grauted, 
the Home Secretary has not yet complied with 
our wishes to furnish the return as to the 
Magistrates. We deem it important that 


COMPLAINTS AGAINST SAILORS 


should not be heard and adjudicated upon by 
shipowning Magistrates, any more than that 
poaching cases should be heard by game-preserv- 
ing Magistrates, You will see from all this that 
the past session has been one of incessant activity, 
which has been attended with no small success. 
(Applause.) My remarks to-day have dealt with 
work done since we last met. To-morrow I 
shall glance at the work which lies before us for 
next session, (Loud and prolonged applause, 


| during which Mr. Plimso!l resumed his seat.) 


Mr. McGregor, New York, proposed a hearty 
vote of thanks to Mr. Plimsoll for his address, 
and that the same be printed and circulated. 
(Applause. ) 

Mr. Pearson, Belfast, seconded the resolution. 
Mr. Evans, vice-president, at this point took the 
chair, and said :—All seamen when on their knees 
should thank God that they have Mr, Plimsoll to 
work in their behalf. He has made the welfare 
and safety of seamen the one work of his life, 
and we are proud to-day to hear from his own 
lips that that long and arduous work is bearing 
fruit, and that there isa prospect that in the 
near future, greater and better care will be taken 
of the lives of our British seamen, and more 
regard be had to their comfort than has been in 
the past. As regards the resolution, I am sure 
that the press represented here will take care 
that the public are informed of what Mr. 
Plimsoll said this morning. This much I will 
add, that the greater deference now paid to him 
by ministers in Parliament and members of 
Parliament is, not entirely, but in a great 
measure, due to the fact that the sailors of 
Great Britain are at last united: (Applause.) 
If any body of men want help, their first and 
main source of help must come from within 
themselves, You, by uniting, have given force to 


MR. PLIMSOLL’S DEMANDS 


on your behalf, and when he knocks at the door 
of the Cabinet, the Cabinet now know that there 
is behind him a united body of seamen affiliated 
with the body of working men of the country, 
from one end to the other, and that the seamen’s 
demands are nuw backed up by the industrial 
population of the country, which is the main 
voting power for members of Parliament, and 
Parliament must bow to the will of the people, 
when represented in the clear and emphatic way 
in which you now represent it. We must not 
forget that our general secretary (Mr. Wilson) 
has done a great deal in assisting to fight this 


BATTLE OF THE LOAD LINE 


Billin the House of Commons. We owe him a 
debt of gratitade for the personal sacrifices he 
made in carying out what he supposed his duty 
and doing everything in his power to bring all 
the influences to bear he could on the members 
of Parliament. (Cheers.) 

Mr. J. Havelock Wilson, the general secretary 
of the Union, who was received with sheers, then 


| up, but after I heard the Grand Old President 


deliver his address, I felt buoyed up with new 
life, and the strong man come back once more. 
(Cheers.) Iam proud to be here this morning 
and to meet representatives of sailors from all 
parts of the world. (Cheers.) I am sure that 
the sailors of this country ought to be proud of 
this Conference to-day, when we think that three 
years ago we were entirely in despair. If you 











| upon me than a bucketful of doctor’s mediciné 


asked a decent seaman, I don’t think you would 
have got one out of a dozen who was prepared to 
say there was any hope for asailor. The whole or 

even from the seataring men themselves, was 
“Oh, we are 


ONLY SAILORS AND FIREMEN, 


it is all right, if we have any grievances we leays 
them to the Board of Trade, and we'll be alj 
right in the end.” Well, you know what that 
means. You know how the Board of Trade 
kindly looked after our interests in the past, 
(Laughter.) You know the beneficial laws ang 
conditions of labour for sailors which were from 
time to time brought forward, You know that 
the shipowning community did not forget to have 
a large share in the framing of these laws and 
making them to their entire satisfaction, 
(Cheers.) That day is past now; there is hope 
now for the sailor. There isa proud and glorious 
future, not for the seamen of this country alone, 
but for the seamen of the world. (Cheers. ) It 
is not our men alone who have had to suffer 
from most oppressive laws, but in every maritime 
country you go to, whether it be Germany, 
whether it be Denmark, Norway, Sweden, or 
America, you will find that the seamen have 
always suffered from 


MOST OPPRESSIVE LAWS, 


(Hear, hear.) Have we not been ashamed to 
read from time to time of brutal conduct to 
crews by officers of American ships? Have we 
not heard with shame and indignation of men 
brutally kicked from one end of the ship to the 
other, knocked down with knuckle-dusters or 
marline-spikes? And what has taken place in 
American ships has taken place in British ships, 
and in French ships, and in the ships of every 
nation of the world. We have been a class of 
men, aud when I say we I don’t speak nation- 
ally, but internationally. (Cheers.) We have 
been a class of men who have been steadily 
neglected. I don't blame anyone for that, as! 
believe we are responsible to a large extent our 
selves. (Hear, hear.) But if we had only con- 
bined many years ago I have no doubt we would 
have teen in a better position to-day. We must 
not forget an important factor, that the class 


from which seamen were drawn years ago was 














not the most enlightened class. It was gene- 
rally unfortunate boys, whose fathers and 
mothers were dead, or whose fathers and mothers 
could not afford to give them an education, who 
were imported on board ships. Therefore it 
could not be expected that those lads after 


serving an apprenticeship on board ship could — 


be raised up 


MEN OF INTELLIGENCE 


and sense, and in after years to be an important 
factor in the labour market, and have justice 
done them. But thanks to School Boards and 
to the progress made in getting literature on 
board ship, the sailors and firemen are now 

ginning to show the world that they are 
intelligent as any other class of workmen, and 
as soon as ever we have got the light of the sus 
shine we have commenced totell our employers the 
conditions under which we intend to live in the 
future. Not only have we told them the con- 
ditions under which we intend. to live, but have 
commenced to demand some of those conditions, 
and I am pleased to say that we have secured 
considerable number of them. Therefore we must 
all be pleased indeed to be assembled here 





this morning, and I hope our American friends 
and Continental friends while here this week wi 
enjoy themselves, that they will profit by theit 


visit to this country, and that they will go home © 


and cement the feeling between their workmen and 
our workmen more closely, because I believe thet 
so far as this question is concerned it is not’ | 


| national, but 


AN INTERNATIONAL QUESTION, 


(Cheers.) Iam very sorry lam not up to the 
standard this morning. (Applause.) But Lhop? | 
that under the invigorating influence of the” 
Congress, which I believe will have more effect 


that I will pull round and have a right 
time this week aud do some good business thet 
will be beneficial to the sailors and firemen 
the world. (Cheers.) In supporting the 
resolution which has been moved, I may # 
there is not one who knows what has been do0¢ | 
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by Mr. Plimsoll so well as I do, I have been 
working closely in connection with our worthy 
resident for these past twelve months, and I 
know the amount of time he has spent and the 
amount of worry he has had in connection with 
the doing of your work. No one knows the 
may sleepless nights he has had, the many long 
weary hours he has wandered in and out of the 
House of Commons watching closely 


OUR LEGISLATION, 


He was always ready to run down and 
give me the hint to pounze down on some 
member of Parliament and worry the life 
out of him. (Liughter and  applausyg.) 
I feel’ sure that the delegates assembled 
this morning will appreciate the labours of 
Mr. Plimsoll, not for one year’s labours, but for 
his lifelong labours on behalf of seafaring mon. 
(Cheers.) I thank you very much for listening 
to me. I will not detain you longer as there 
is some business to be done, and, of course, my 
address will come to-morrow. (Applause.) 

The resolution having been carried with 
cheers, 

Mr, Plimsoll, who was received with cheers, in 
reply, said :—I thank you with all my heart for 
the kind reception you have given my name. 
Mr, Wilson has spoken to you about occasionally 
getting a hint, but I remember one morning 
Mr. Wilson and I walking up and down the flags 
in front of one of the large West-end clubs 
waiting on @ member, who slept there, coming 
downstairs. He represented a constituency in 
Scotland, and had opposed the second reading of 
the Bill, and generally did 


ALL THE HARM HE COULD. 


He had done it, say, last night about twelve 
o'clock, and there we were before breakfast time 
with a remonstrance that had come from his 
constituents against what he had done, and 
telling him what action they should take in 
relation to it! Well, this member was so 
astonished at getting hauled over the coals 
before breakfast for what he had done the 
previous night—(laughter)—that he said to Mr. 
Howell—“ It was very unfair to telegraph to my 


constituents last night.” Mr. Howell answered, | 


*T did not do so; I know nothing about it.” 
“Well,” he said, “I wonder how the deuce they 
got to know?” (Laughter.) Well that was one 
of two similar instances, where members who 
opposed the Bill without good reason—and 
there could not be a good reason for opposing 
the Bill—was pounced down upon in the 
morning. (Laughter. ) 

The election of the Standing Orders Com- 
mittee then took place as follows :— Messrs. 
Robert Holdferth, C. Wheeler, J. S. Dave, D, 
Barry, Henry R. Taunton, and J. Gardner. 


The members of the Congress, headed by | 


a brass band, then proceeded 
IN PROCESSION 


to the Broomielaw, where the steamer Duke of 
Evinburgh, chartered by the Glasgow Branch, was 
in waitiog to take them down the Clyde and to 
Llnchgoil Head. ‘The weather was fine, the 
scenery was much admired, and the Glasgow 
Branch and Mr. Boyd, the secretary, came in for 
many compliments for the excellent arrangements 
made for the guests. Dinner and tea were served 
on board in good and plentiful style, and dancing 
to the strains of the band, followed by songs, 


enlivened the trip, which was much enjoyed, 
returning 


the evening. 

At the Tail of the Bank, off Greenock, lay the 
Channel Fleet, and round it steamed the Duke 
of Edinburgh, flying the National Union flag at 
the fore, the Union men cheering their fellow 
tars aboard the men-o’-war, all of which returned 


be rm of dipping colours as the steamer 


ie PLIMSOLL SPEAKS AGAIN. 
, © Vongress met on Tuesday morning at ten 
aki, F. Evans presiding. The minutes 
~wresae! proceedings having been read, Mr. 
; fee Bootle, moved their adoption. Mr, 
ma we + pmimenas having seconded, the motion 
he chairman then called on Mr. S. Pli 
\ . S. Plimsoll, 
who was received with great cheering, 


He said :— i i 
Pera Gentlemen,—It will be in your 





many things that have been accomplished. I 
will now state to the meeting the unaccomplished 
and what we mean to complete during the 
session shortly to be opened. One of the first 
things we must attempt will be to extract the 
return, which has hitherto been refused, of the 
Magistrates who eit upon the Bench of all our 
seaport towns, one by one, stating those who are 
shipowners, and those who so far as ascertained 


are not interested in ship property. The object | 
| them 


of this return is to secure better 
JUSTICE TO SEAMEN 


than we believe they hitherto have had, or are 
having now. The Magistrates can on their own 
option give a sailor a month’s imprisonment, or 
fine him in 40s.—a considerable sum—and there 
is no appeal whatever. Magistrates with such 
power ought to be disinterested, and to dispense 
justice between seamen and their employers 
they should at least be unbiassed. Another part 
of work before us is in relation to provisions for 
seamen. We have managed to knock off or stop 
one of the great sources of supply of bad meat— 
which has caused disease and very often death. 
The work in relation to provisions was not 
finished when we did that. There ara others 
who supply 
BAD PROVISIONS 


to the Mercantile Marine besides the Admiralty, 
and we shall endeavour to devise some means to 
check their proceedings. I may tell you that 


| animal food, for the market ashore, is always in- 


spected, and not merely do they frequently con- 
vict the man who sends bad meat, but they 


| sometimes send him to gaol for a month 
| and sometimes three months, or impose a heavy 





to Glasgow about half-past eight in | 


that I spoke yesterday of a good | 


fine. That is in the open market where people 
who are cheated one week can go to a fresh 
butcher next week. The food of soldiers is also 
inspected, as well as that of the Royal Navy, the 
lunatic asylums, the workhouses, and the gaols. 
In all these cases the utmost care has been 
taken to see that animal food sent to those 


places shall be of good quality. Well now, if | 
they close all markets except one against such | 


food, is it not an unfair thing, for when that bad 
food is shut out from the six markets it is sure 
to find its way to the other market. But this 
injustice in leaving out one, is greater still when 
you consider that when on board a ship you start 
for some port and are away four or five months 
and cannot possibly rectify any mistake or over- 
sight or rascality exercised in provisioning a ship. 
I therefore think the case of seamen to have 
their provisions subjected as carefully to examina- 
tion as others is very strong indeed. But itis a 
strange thing that while every other class of men 
have the benefit of 


A CAREFUL INSPECTION 


bounden duty of the Government to see that 


| ships’ crews at sea shall have pure water and 


wholesome food, but I object to a limitation, and 
that crews should be provided for only because 
they are crews of vessels carrying emigrants. 
Well we shali see in the next Session of Parlia- 
ment after the question of merchant ships 
being put on that footing, except those very 
small ones going short distances, and we shall not 
rest until we have that provision extended to 
(Applause.) Well, the next topic I will 


| touch upon is the Merchant Ship Amendment 








| why they should not be in all. 


of their meat, there is no inspection of food put on | 


board ordinary merchant ships for men leaving 
home for many weeks, and sometimes for months, 
We must endeavour to put thatright.’ (Applause. ) 
In stating that there is no case in which food is 
inspected I am a little wrong. 


[ find it neces- | 


sary before taking np any topic connected with | 


seamen to carefully inform myself about it, and 
I find that there is a class of seamen in the Mer- 


cantile Marine whose food is carefully inspected. | 
It is not, however, for the benefit of seamen, | 


but for the benefit of emigrants, and it would 


and another for the sailors. As they are bound 


to provide for the emigrants they throw the | 


sailors in. (Laughter.) The Act of Parliament 
—18th aud 19th Victoria, chapter 119, section 
31, provides for an allowance of pure water for 
each person on board. Besides for cooking 
purposes there is a 


SUPPLY OF PURE WATER 


of ten gallons every day, prescribed for every 
hundred parties on board, also for the use of the 
crew; and ample and wholesome provisions, 
which shall not be of inferior quality or supply, 
for the consumption of passengers. That water 
abd those provisions must be properly stored at 
the expense of the owner, the charterer, or the 


| Act (No. 2) which ie to be brought in by and 


conducted by Mr. George Howell. It has three 
clauses, one of which provides for the restora- 
tion of the enactment against 


DECK LOADING, 


That enactment was passed in 1839-40-41 and 
1843, and it remained upon the Statute Book 
until the year 1862, when it was surreptitiously 
and shamefully removed at the instance of Mr. 
Milner Gibson and Sir William Hudson. There 
was nothing in the Act of 1862 that would have 
made one suppose that these conditions were 
being dealt with, but in the schedule of that Act 
the numbers were put in figures, and unless one 
ferretted into it as I did, day by day, until I got 
to know the meaning of every line and figure in 
the Act of Parliament, it would be months 
before they knew what that legislation meant. 
I know it was done in a shameless manner, and we 
must get it back. In 1876 [ succeeded in getting 
Parliament to reintroduce the clause against 
deck loading. The Bill passed in the House of 
Commons, but when it went up to the House of 
Lords, Lord Carlingford got that clause with- 
drawn and had one substituted—one which 
allowed deck loading to the extent of three feet. 
That limitation did some good, but not so much 
good as we felt entitled by past experience to 
expect. For you must recollect that while the 
prohibition lasted the loss of life at sea on 


TIMBER-LADEN SHIPS 


was reduced by three-fourths of what it had been 
before, for as if to contrast the whole thing and 
place it beyond the possibility of doubt, after 
1862 the losses immediately sprang up, if not to 
the old figure, at least to a small bit of them. 
Speaking broadly, it became four times as great 
as that was while the deck-loading was pro- 
hibited. Well, there is double proof of the 
advantage, and also of the need of such legisla- 
tion, and it will be put down to receive early 
attention and to be fought for. There are 
two other cluuses in the Bill, one of which 
provides that watertight bulkheads be provided 
in iron ships. I believe there are bulkheads already 
in 90 per cent. of the vessels, but I see no reason 
I do not think, 
however, that it would be wise to put that clause 
into the Bill now introduced, because the Board 
of Trade have appointed a committee of experts 
to examine into the whole question, and to make 
recommendations to the Board, who will probably 
themselves deal with it. It would scarcely be 
becoming to ask the House of Commons to 
legislate on the matter while a committee 
was still sitting. (Applause.) The same remark 
applies to the prohibition of the 


SHIPMENT OF CATTLE. 


not be well to have one law for the emigrants | A joint committee has been appointed, partly by 


the Board of Trade and partly by the Minister 
of Agricalture, to inquire into the whole treat- 
ment of cattle in shipment. I see no reason 
why they should bring them into this country 
alive at all. When they are alive I know that 
English butchers can kill them, and that they 


| get more money for them in that way, but that 


master of the ship, and if clearance be obtained | 
| for any passenger ship which shall not be stored 


with the requisite quantity of such water, | 


provisions and stores required, the owner, 


charterer, or master of said vessel shall be liable | 
| (Applause. ) 


for each offence in a penalty not exceeding £300. 
(Applause.) 


is the only real reason 1 think that exists. One 


| objection I know of against bringing them in 


alive is that they lose the feet and the tripe and 
the heads, but I do not recognise the importance 
of that objection. I see no reason why these 
could not be brought in in the cold chambers 
where they brought in the carcase food. That 
is really the only valid objection I find, and J 
hope to have good legislation“on the subject. 
You will, however, agree with me that until the 
committee makes its report it would be prema- 
ture to ask Parliament to legislate on the sub- 


| ject, therefore the Bill that we will open the 


That is quite right, it is the | 


session with will be one 8 to deck-loading. 
Well, as to the deck-loading of 
timber, there is no question as to the desirable- 
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ness and the importance of getting it done away 
with. (Applause-) There are other kinds of 
deck-loading, but still, if we put too many clauses 
into the Bill it would not have so good a chance 
of passing. In coming from Hamburg in a 
vessel the captain told me that they exported a 

reat quantity of machinery—threshing machines, 
| sone castings, and great boilers—and these 
were always carried on deck, I said to the 
captain that 

DECK LOADING SHOULD BE ABOLISHED. 


Ho said not quite, but that they had had as 
many as fourteen threshing machines, which 
covered the whole deck, so that there was no 
room to work the ship, but along three feet of an 
alley. You know these threshing machines are 
like little cottages. Well, the lashings of these 
machines were secured across the alley, and while 
in daylight the men could run about pretty well, 
in the dark they got nasty falls. The captain 
thought there was to be a middle course to be 
adopted, and instead of preventing them from 
carrying threshing machines, you should only 
allow them to carry so many, and have rings put 
into the ship’s beams to lash them and so leave 
room for the men. (Applause.) I think the 
number of threshing machines on the deck of a 
ship are quite as legitimate a subject for 
legislation as the number of cabs which are to 
stand at a certain street corner. (Applause. ) 
The sailors hitherto have not had their share otf 
proper regard paid to them. There is a Setter 
spirit abroad, and the public are now willing to 
hear what is said, and if what is asked is reason- 
able, they are also willing to grantit. (Applause.) 
As to legislation for the shipment of cattle, I 
am sure that whatever recommendations the 
Committee offer to the Board of Trade or the 
House of Commons they will be well 


SUPPORTED BY PUBLIC OPINION. 


Because I tell you when I commence an agita- 
tion of this kind, I employ a firm in London to 
read all the newspapers, and when they see any- 
thing in the papers about cattle they cut it out 
and send it to me, and I have had more than 200 
printed notices sent to me approving of the 
abolition of cattle carrying, and only nine 
hostile to it, so that the Board of Trade in 
making recommendations need not be afraid of 
not being supported by public opinion. 
(Appiause.) Other matters must engage our 
attention in the near future. We must have 
better accommodation for our seamen on board 
ship. (Applause.) I have been on board, as 
Mr. Wilson knows, a great number of ships that 
were engaged in the deadweight business, and I 
found the accommodation in some cases 


UTTERLY DISGRACEFUL. 


One can scarcely think that the owners of ships 
are quite aware in all cases of the pig-styes in 
which the sailors live. Without giving the 
name, I was on board one, and to get to the fore- 
castle at the bows the men had to pass through 
. @ narrow passage about fifty feet long, and that 
was the only inlet or outlet for fresh or bad air. 


It was just like going down the neck of a bottle | 


into the place. (Laughter.) They had stored 
in it paint and oils, the fumes of which are bad 
enough at any time, let alone in that small 
space. Somebody might say that these things 
must be somewhere, and why not there. Well 
we came upon a foreign ship, and we found that 
the stores of oil, but they were in a place ont- 
side on the deck, so that the fumes of the oil did 
not reach anybody. Now when the foreigners 
can take a little care of their men, let us take a 
little care cf cure. (Applause-) Another thing 
in relation to that subject is this, what would 
become of the men if these oils took fire? 
It is altogether ~ 


AS BAD AS BAD CAN BE, 


yet it does not appear to me that remedies are 
very easy to define. One thing certain is, that 
the men must have more space. The cubic teet 
allowed to seamen, even if it were good, is not 
sufficient, but, being such as it is, it is utterly 
inadequate. (Applause.) Then seamen are 
worked as no human being ought to be worked, 
and as they would not require to be worked were 
there a sufficient number of men to man the 
ships. (Applause.) Several schemes have been 
ofiered to make the number of men correspond 
to the ship, but that is a difficult point, because 





one ship may be more easily handled than 
another, But a plan has been suggested, similar 
to what they have in America, that the number 
of crew correspond to the area of canvas— 


THE AREA OF SAILS— 


because it is the sails that the men have to deal 
with most. Indeed, I got this from one of the 
delegates from America, when in conversation 
with him yesterday, which I think shows it is 
well to meet in Congress and talk matters over 
like that. Now, whether it should be by the 
area of the canvas or the size of a ship, or what 
is the consideration by which we should deter- 
mine the number of men, is a thing that we 
cannot settle this morning. There is a third 
matter, that very often ships, for the sake of 
economy, are made much larger than the power 
of the engines are capable of working through 
rough weather. There are some with just 
enough power to keep ahead in a gale, and could 
not go off th-ir course even to rescue anyone. 
One captain told me that he saw a ship go down 
two cable lengths from him, He could not go 
t» their assistance as it was all he could do to 
keep the steamer’s head to the wind, and if he 
had tried to go to the right or the left they 
would all have yone down together. These three 
matters, so far as I see, cannot be crystullised 
into an Act of Parliament, but I will tell you 
what can be done. If the English Parliament 
and the English people once wake up to the 
relative importance of their fellow subjects at 
sea, who number hundreds of thousands, they 
could let us have 


A SHIPPING COUNCIL 


that would be largely representative, to deal 
with these matters, then they would be sitting 
continuously, appointing sub-committees to con- 
sider them. I should want a committee largely 
representative but not wholly, perhaps, at first. 
What took place on the Load Line Commission 
is a good indication of what might bedone. That 
committee consisted for the greater part of ship- 
owners and others with experts to see that all 
was right. I believe that there is honesty enough 
among shipowners if fairly represented, but to do 
justice to them, they never would be fairly repre- 
sented. We should have the 


BUSYBODIES IN BLACK CLOTHES 


and white cookers, and flowers in their button- 
holes, who ran about collecting’ their profits, nut 
from the shippers who shipped goods from place 
to place, but from the underwriters who have 
the misfortune to sign their pulicies, (Laughter 
aud cheers.) We want to get rid of that class, 
And then no such council could be fairly repre- 
sentative unless it gave half of the representation 
to seamen, as the shipowners were not so greatly 
concerned as the seamen themselves, but in one 
case it was property, and in the other case it was 
life. (Applause.) So, gentlemen, we shall return 
to our work without delay, and press on to 
secure the advantages I have indicated to you. 
Although we may take it for granted that no 
care and no legislation will ever put an end to 
loss of life at sea, still I am satisfied that at pre- 
sent a large proportion of the loss of life at sea is 
due to preventable causes, and we will give our- 
selves no rest until we have eliminated that 
portion of the loss from the total, aud bring 
down the loss from its present frightful propor- 
tions to what I may call the narrow limits of the 
inevitable. (Cheers. ) 


GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT. 


Mr. J. H. Wilson, general secretary, then read 
his annual report, as follows :—Mr. Chairman and 
fellow members,—It is my pleasicg duty to bring 
under your notice a review of the work which 


| has been done by the Executive Council and my- | 


self since our last annual general meeting. 
Previous to October of last year the Executive 
Council was a very local one, as we could not 
afford the expense of delegates travelling from 
all parts of the United Kingdom, but as our 
membership increased, aud finances also, it was 
Cecided to give the widest possible representation, 
and I am pleased to inform you that the 
Executive Council have worked most admirably 
together, which a record of their work will show. 
(Applause.) The first meeting of the Council was 
held on Oct, 29, 1889, when it was decided to 
regulate the salaries of secretaries and delegates 
ia proportion to the income of the Branches, and 








eS, 


by doing so put an end to friction, as many 
Branches have expended large sums of money 
which they were unable to pay out of their 
Branch managing funds, 


“ SEAFARING.” 


The Council also dealt with this question, and 
made arrangements for the removal of the paper 
from a non-Union shop. (Applause.) Othe 
arrangements have been made which no doubt 
will make the paper a greater financial su 
and it must be borne in mind that the same 
amount of advertising by bills would not have been 
so beneficial, and therefore what has been done, I 
trast will be a decided gain to the Union, 


DISTRICT SECRETARIES, 


The Executive Council, in accordance with the 
new rules, appointed several district secretaries, 
two of whom did not prove satisfactory, and their 
successors have not been appointed, as no district 
committees had been formed, and it was thought 
that a district secretary could not work so satis. 
factorily in the absence of such a committee, 
therefore it is to be hoped that the recommenda. 
tion which will be laid before you to so alter the 
rules as to provide for district committees will be 
accepted, and thereby be the means of keeping 
a check on those district secretaries who may be 
inclined to neglect their duties. It is only fair to 
state that in other districts we have had no 
trouble, in consequence of the energetic and 
satisfactory way in which the secretaries have 
performed their duties. 


GOLD MEDALS. 


The Council also decided, in order to encourage 
members to work for the advancement of the 
Union, to give permision to Branches to present 
medals to any person who should secure the 
enrolment of 50 members. A large number have 
in consequence availed themselves of this, but it 
is now found that the presentation of medals 
can be dispensed with, and the Council have there- 
fore decided to suspend the same in the future. 


LEGAL FUND. 


Some considerable difficulty has been experi- 
enced as to this,as Mr. T. Watson Brown under- 
took to do the whole of the legal work of the 
Union at one halfpenny per week per member, 
but when that agreement was made it was not 
anticipated that the membership would in the 
course of a year exceed 4,000 or 5,000, How- 
ever, seeing the rapid progress the Union made 
it was decided to alter the terms with Mr. 
Brown, and the Executive Council, after seriously 
considering the matter, and after several inter- 
views with that gentleman, agreed upon the 
following terms, viz., Mr. Brown to be p vid £600 
per annum, and he to do the whole of ‘the legal 
work in connection with the head office and all 
the Branches within the London district. Mr. 
Brown will also supervise the bills of costs of all 
other Branch solicitors. This amount was re 
solved upon after averaging the costs of the 
London solicitors of the various Branches for the 
year, when it was found that the costs so paid 
exceeded the amount proposed to pay Mr. 
Brown. The Council therefore trust the arrange- 
ment so entered into will work satisfactorily to 
all concerned. (Hear, hear.) 


ADVANCE NOTES, 


The Executive Council also decided to suspend 
the cashing of advance notes which was causing 
general dissatisfaction, and I am pleased to say 
that the suspension of this rule has been the 
means of saving considerable sums of money. 
You wili be asked at this meeting to totally 
abolish the rule providing for the cashing of 
notes, which will be of great seivice to the 
Union. 


LOCAL SOCIETIES AND FEDERATION. 


The Council last year and in the early part. of 
the present year, made several attempts to bring 
about a federation with the North of England 
Sailors’ and Seagoing Firemen’s Friendly 
Association and the Hull Local Society, but 
owing to the mischievous attempts on the part 
of other people, the Council were frustated to4 
considerable extent. I am pleased to say, ho¥- 
ever, after several endeavours, we were able. 
complete the federation upon conditions which 
have given the greatest satisfaction to 
concerned, viz., equal entrance fee, eq! 
contributions, and the members of the respective 
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Organisations to be recognised in all ports, 
(Applause. ) The two Societies alsc contribute 
1d. per month per member to the funds of our 
Union, and as evidence of the good feeling which 
exists, delegates representing them attend this 
annua! meeting, and I trust through the course 
of time they will see their wav clear to amalga- 
mate with our Union. (Applause.) 


LOCAL MARINE BOAKDS, 


The Council arranged several deputations and 

ve general instructions for the pressing for- 
ward of the representation of seamen on Local 
Marine Boards, and I trust at the next election, 
through the pressure which has been brought to 
bear on Parliament, we shall be able to secure 
equal representation. (Applause. ) 


TOWER HILL BRANOH, 


Your Council nave had some difficulty in dealing 
with this matter. At the end of last year in- 
formation was conveyed to the general secretary 
that an individual who, it was evident, had been 
sent into the Union by the shipowners, or some 
other persons, was determined on wrecking the 
Union. A communication was also received from 
the late Mr. D. Crawley, a member of the 
Council, pointing out the disorderly manner in 
which the basiness of the Branch was conducted, 
and ¢ was thereupon decided to expel the in- 
dividual referred to, and also an official for 
encouraging this man, and for allowing such dis- 
orderly conduct, In accordance with instructions, 
notice was sent to the sécretary of his expulsion, 
and of the names of other members who were 
expelled, The secretary decided not to give up 
the books and property, and he, along with 
Hornsby, Defoe, and others. defied the Executive 
Qouncil, In consequence of that an action had 
to be commenced, and the case was tried before 
Mr. Lushington, with the result that an order 
was made for the goods to be given up in 28 
days. They appealed against that decision, and 
the case is now pending in the Supreme Court. 
In the meantime several members of the Tower 
Hill Branch have resolved to have no connection 
with the expelled persons, and some members 
have handed over to the general secretary certain 
letters of an incriminating character, which 
mean bringing home the fact that the ship- 


‘owners have descended to the lowest stage to 


blacken the character of an honest man. The 
Executive also instituted proceedings against A. 
R. Abbott for libels, and after the case had been 
tried at the Durkam Assizes, and defended by 
the ablest counsel, he was sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment. Proceedings were also 
taken against Hornsby, with the result that he 
was convicted at the Central Criminal Court and 
fined. In spite of efforts to injure the character 
of the general secretary they have signally failed, 
and the greatest confidence is expressed in him 
by the Executive Council and the Branches in 
general, Actions are now pending against four 
shipowning papers for publishing false and 
defamatory libels on the general secretary and 
the Union. Letters can also be produced which 
will prove a conspiracy existed for the arrest of 
Mr. George Fysh, and that money was subscribed 
for his prosecution by the shipowners. 


GAS STOKERS’ STRIKE. 


In the early part of the year your Council 
decided to render all assistance possible to the 
South Metropolitan Gas Workers, who struck 
work against the conduct of their manager, who 
was evidently attempting a blow at Trade 

nionism. The coal porters did great service in 
tefusing to discharge the cargoes manned by 
non-Unionists, and some hundreds have been 

ed to our membership in consequence. 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNIONISM. 


Your Executive also instructed the general 
van to open Branches on the Continent. 
may recently this has not been practicable, 
~ i consequence of the Danish Sailors’ and 

iremen's Uuion demanding an increase of 
Wages, which was declined, we determined to 
Tabon them, and we requested the dock 
De urers to refuse to load or unload any 
; oe vessels until such time as they paid a 
re and reasonable wage. This was carried on 
~ Several weeks, and we spent a considerable 
money in supporting the dock labourers 
= eweastle-upon-Tyne, Eventually the ship- 

ers entered into an agreement recognising 





the Danish Seamen’s Union, with a promise to 
reinstate all the old hands. Since then a resolu- 
tion has been passed by the Danish Seamen’s 
Union to amalgamate with our Union and 
adhere to our rules. (Applause-) Mr, Edward 
Donnelly, of Greenock, was dispatched a month 
ago to Antwerp and Rotterdam, and it is a 
pleasure to report that considerable progress 
has been made in forming Branches on the 
Continent, and that we have with us at this 
Congress.delegates representing these Branches. 
(Applause. ) 
UNITED KINGDOM PILOTS’ ASSOCIATION, 


Considerable correspondence has taken place 
between the above Association and your general 
secretary, with a view of compelling compulsory 
pilotage and to protest against the action of the 
Barry Dock Company, and your Executive Council 
gave the general secretary instructions to render 
to the pilots all the assistance possible, as it is in 
the interests of the members of our Union 
that compulsory pilotage should be maintained. 
(Hear, hear.) 

REMOVAL OF HEAD OFFICE. 

A sub-committee of the Executive Council 
visited 19, Buckingham-street, Strand, London, 
and at their next meeting recommended that offices 
should be taken there at £108 per annum, which 
was done by the general secretary and fitted up 


_ to the entire satisfaction of the Council. 


LOAD LINE BILL. 


The Executive Council are pleased to state 
that through the energetic efforts of our worthy 
president, Mr. Samuel Plimsoll, the Load Line 


. Bill has now been passed, and will soon become 


law. This is a question to which Mr. Plimsoll 
has devoted the whole of his time for years past, 
and it is to be hoped that the best thanks of this 
assembly will be tendered to Mr. Plimsoll for the 
able manner in which he guided the Bill, and 
also to Mr. Geo. Howell, M.P., who so kindly 
looked after the same in the House of Com- 
mons. (Applause.) After securing the passing of 
the Load Line Bill, the Deck Load Bill was intro- 
duced, but owing to the shortness of theremainder 
of the session it was withdrawn, although not 
before securing from the leader of the House of 
Commons and the President of the Board of 
Trade a promise that any orders in council which 
were in existence should be put in force relating 
to the carrying of cattle on upper decks. Mr. 
Plimsoll intends to reintroduce his Deck Load 
Bill upor the reassembling of Parliament. 
(Applause.) 


PROMOTERS OF THE UNION. 


The Executive Council also decided to recognise 
the services of the original promoters of the 
Union (who had devoted a considerable time 
without any remuneration) by presenting to 
each of them a gold medal, which was accordingly 
done. (Applause.) 


STRIKES DURING THE YEAR, 


I am pleased to state we have not had many 
strikes of a serious nature during the past 12 
months. What conflicts we have entered into 
have been more in the interest of others, but bv 
doing so we have been helping the cause of 
Trade Unionism and in no way injuring ourselves. 
(Hear, hear.) 


FEDERATION OF SHITPING TRADES. 


In accordance with instructions, the general 
secretary has drafted a code of rules for the 
regulation of a federation of all trades connected 
with the shipping industry, and a meeting of 


' delegates from allsuch trades has been arranged for 


Oct. 21 inst., when it is to be hoped the Federation 
will be effected so as to cope with the action of 
the shipowners and merchants who have been 
preparing for some time past, and, we trust, 
when an attack is made, our members and these 
Organisations will be equal to the occasion, 
thereby showing it is impossible to defeat united 
labour and drive the men back into slavery. 
(Applause.) The shipowners are continually 
crying out about the freedom of labour. Our 
reply is, we have never had freedom of labour 
until the present time, and it is only by solid 
combination that it can be maintained. (Hear, 
hear.) They have also been preaching to the 
public about the tyranny of our Union. If 
there is any tyranny it is on the side of the 
employers, as since our Union commenced they 
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have tried to employ only non-Union men. 
(Hear, hear.) Our demands up to the present 
have been most reasonable, as there is not 
another class of workmen in the country with so 
many grievances, who have been willing to accept 
such a small instalment of justice as our sailors 
and firemen, (Hear, hear.) For many years we 
have been at the mercy of the shipowners and 
trusted to their generosity, but in spite of the 
fact that the freights carried showed they were 
returning dividends from 50 to 60 per cent., 
their reply to our request previous to organising 
was always that it was a question of supply and 
demand. As long as they could get sailors and 
firemen at low wages, they were determined to 
have them, although our wives and children 
might be starving. (Hear, hear.) 


THE FOOD QUESTION. 


For many years the rank and file of ship- 
owners have carried on a system of starvation on 
board ship, We have made no demand in that 
direction up to the present time, as we thought 
it was our duty first to look after the interest of 
our wives and families, and also to allow the 
shipowners to recoup themselves for the increase 
of wages we had obtained. But now we are 
determined to ask, in a proper and legitimate 
manner, the Government to pass a law pro- 
viding that a sufficient quantity and proper 
quality of food shall be served out to seamen. 
(Applause.) 

ACCOMMODATION ABOARD SHIPS, 


We have not as yet attempted to compel ship- 
owners to furnish proper accommodation on 
board ships. The present accommodation is a 
disgrace to civilisation, and it is to be regretted 
that any Government should allow any Bill to 
become law allotting to seamen only 70 cubic 
feet of space, in spite of the fact that convicts are 
allowed 370 feet. Men who thieve and murder 
appear to be of more consequence than those 
to whom the nation is indebted, and more than 
any other class of workmen, for its prosperity. 
(Applause.) Although our demand for better 
accommodation has never yet been put into 
force, we wish the shipowners to understand that 
it is our intention to make such demand, either 
by legislative enactment, or throngh the instru- 
mentality of the Union. (Hear, hear.) We 
have an opinion that we have a good right to 
interfere in this matter, as we are convinced that 
in consequence of the insanitary condition of 
forecastles diseages are contracted and many lives 
lost. (Hear, hear.) 

UNDERMANNING. 


One of the most serious crimes that any ship- 
owner can be guilty of is to send ships to sea in 
an unseaworthy condition. As Mr. Justice Butt 
stated, undermanning is the worst kind of un- 
seaworthiness, and one man is thereby compelled 
to do the work of two or run the risk of losing 
his life. (Hear, hear.) We are not in the posi- 
ticn of ordinary workmen ashore, as we are 
compelled to sign a contract, and no matter how 
hard or hazardous the work may be to be per- 
formed, or how we may bv starved or supplied 
with inferior accommodation, we must carry out 
the contract or in default are liable to imprison- 
ment. (Hear, hear.) In ships undermanned 
there is consequently no provision made for the 
sickness of any of the crew, and if a man takes 
ill he must work on until he dies, or be subject 
to the brutal tyranny of the ¢fficers, and occa- 
sionally of his shipmates, as upon them falls the 
burden of his work. There are cases out of 
number where men have worked in the greatest 
agony until they have dropped down dead. This 
can in all cases be attributed to undermanning, 
as there is scarcely a ship that leaves the United 
Kingdom full and sufficiently manned. 


EIGHT HOURS FOR SEAMEN, 


There is one way in which this can be avoided, 
and that is by having the eight hours a day 
limit on board of ships. By doing so watches could 
be divided into three, which would necessitate 
more men being employed, and in cases of 
emergency the extra watch could be called to 
assist the others for the time being employed on 
deck. We sball also ask Parliament to aid us in 
sscuring this much-needed reform, and the reeson 
tor doing so is that we believe that will be the 
only means of securing the proper regulation of 
hours on board ship without tremendous and 
costly strikes, And when we come to consider 





6 





SUPPLEMENT TO SEAFARING. 





October 18, 1890, 











— 


a ee ee | 





there are every year close upon 1,000 sailors and 
firemen convicted, fined, and sent to prison for 
refusing to work more than what they consider 
fait and reasonable hours, we are perfectly jnsti- 
fied in asking Parliament to ‘interfere, (Ap- 
plause.) Parliament has decided that ‘a sailor 
or firemen shall work all hours God sends, that 
is when the shipowner or his captain requires it, 
and if he objects he is logged, and at the end of 
the voyage tried before a shipowning magistrate 
who quotes the articles and the Act of Parlia- 
ment to convince the sailor and fireman that it 
is not a question for him to decide as to when 
he has worked a sufficient number of hours, but 
simply bow to the decision of his superiors! 
Wherecould a law be more unjust and tyrannical 
than thisP Yet some people say, “Don’t ask 
Parliament to interfere.” Parliament has inter- 
fered in a way, but in consequence of it being a 
Parliament of shipowners and capitalists the 
voice of the seaman has not been heard, and 
legislation has been effected entirely in the 
interests of the employers, but to the detriment 
of the sailor and fireman. But shall we allow this 
anomaly to exist? I feel convinced after the 
delegates have carefully weighed the matter, and 
think of their bitter experiences in the past, they 
will decide by a unanimous vote to demand 
from Parliament that some restriction shall be 
placed on the labours of the sailor and fireman, and 
that each delegate will ask his fellow workers to 
see that all candidates in their respective towns 
will support sucha Bill. (Applause.) 


DETERIORATION OF SEAMEN, 


For years row, the shipowners at their annual 
gatherings, and at their after-dinner speeches, 
when well-nigh bursting with champagne and 
other luxuries earned through the blood and toil 
of the workmen, have declaimed about what they 
term “ the deterioration of the British Mercantile 
Jack,” and in the presence of Cabinet Ministers 
and others have suggested ways and means to 
remedy “this shocking deterioration.” Fellow- 
workmen, what have mn the means some of 
these toadies have suggested? I remember one 
speech delivered by a highly respectable shi 
owner belonging to Hull, to the effect that the 
Board of Trade pampered the seamen too much, 
and if they were only allowed to go back to the 
good old days when a captain could knock his man 
down in a brutal manner, and then place him in 
ircns, we should soen have a better class of sea- 
men, and half the trouble would cease. (Laughter.) 
Is this creditable language to come from men 
who style themselves gentlemen? (“No.”) Yes, 
the shipowner would rejoice to have the sailor at 
his mercy in order that, he might, pay him such 
wages as he thought the trade was; able to pay, 
and in the meantime cut down freights to such 
an extent that he would secure the monopoly by 
blacklegging his fellow employers. We have 
had too much of this in the past, but the da: 
has now dawned when sailors and firemen wi 
demand what they consider a fair and reasonable 
price for their labour, If there is any deteriora- 
tion, who is responsible? Icontend, gentlemen, 
it is not the sailor who is to blame, but the ship- 
owners. (Hear, hear:) Have they not in years 
past so reduced the wages that a large number of 
the respectable members of the seafaring com- 
munity, finding their employment so unre- 
munerative, have left the sea service altogether ? 
Is it not a fact that in consequence of the small 
prospects of suocess (as they cannot be all made 
officers) the apprenticeship to the service has 
sank from 12,000 to 4,000. The result is that a 
lad having served his apprenticeship finds him- 
self in a worse position than the common shore 
labourer, as his wages are low, his hours of 
labour endless, and the accommodation worse 
than that allowed to pigs. (Hear, hear.) Have 
the shipowners not imported into the Mércantile 
Marine whilst our men were seeking reasonable 
advances in wages, hundreds of tramps, thieves, 
and ticket-of-leave men, and the scum of the 
earth P Can it be expected, after importing the 
lowest specimens of humanity into the service, 
that they have improved the moral tone of the 
other workmen? My great surprise is that our 
men are not worse, and the greatest credit is due 
to the bend fide sailors and firemen, taking into 
consideration the demoralising surroundings 
and the unscrupulous manner in which some of 
the shipowners work their men, whilst they are 
contributing considerable sums to missions to 





preach the gospel to what they term the heathen 
sailor and fireman, (Laughter.) Was there 
ever a thing so ridiculousand absurd? (‘ No.”) 
At the same time I regret that through the 
want of organisation this preaching by the ship- 
owners was swallowed by the public and Cabinet 
Ministers. To prove this I refer you to the 
speech of the Right Honourable A. J. Mundella, 
M.P., who at one time held the office of Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade. In that speech a 
most unwarrantable attack was made on sailors 
and firemen, and I am prepared to say at that 
time the Right Honourable gentleman knew no 
more about the matter under review than many 
an old woman, but so convincing were the 
lausible arguments, and through the sailor not 
ing organised, and thereby able to defend 
himself, such clap trap was accepted. I have 
always contended that the sailor and fireman 
will work out his own salvation by the aid of 
his Union, and weed out the prigs, pickpockets, 
and loafers who have been imported into the 
profession, and thereby lift himself to a higher 
eccial leve), and accordingly make the sailors and 
firemen’s profession what it should really be, 
namely, the grandest and noblest of all, which 
shall be looked up to by everyone, and en- 
courage our lads to flock to the service, Then 
we shall find a wonderful improvement in the 
morals and social standing oi seamen all round, 
not one tittle of credit for which will be due to 
the shipowning community. (Loud applause.) 
I will now refer to the important question of 


LABOUR REPRESENTATION, 


Why do weask to be represented in‘ Parliament ? 
We do so on the following grounds. The miners, 
an important section of workmen like ourselves, 
and who are controlled by many Acts of Parlia- 
ment similar to our own, have found for many 
years that it has been to their interest to have 
direct representation, and who can deny the 
great good done. by such representation ? 
(Applause.) Our claims are also based on other 
grounds, viz., amongst other things we have 300 
special sections of the Merchant Shipping Act 
dealing expressly with masters and seamen, and 
many of you know how these sections have been 
misconstrued to suit the employers. Many 
sections of the Act regulate the employment of 
seamen and the working of Mercantile Marine 
offices. Every sailor and fireman knows how we 
are humbugged by shipping masters and Board 
of Trade officials. Through not having direct 
representation we have been unable to bring such 
conduct under the notice of the Government, and 
we have got but little justice, (Hear, hear.) If 
we consider for a moment the legislation which 
has taken place the past ten.years, we find it 
has been simply a fraud on the seafaring com- 
munity. I refer you to the Merchant Shipping 
Acts, 1880 and 1881, and what do we find? The 
sailors made a demand tkat advance notes should 
be'abolished and weekly payments made instead, 
but the shipowners of the House of ‘Commons, 
with the assistance of their capitalistic friends,con- 
sidered it would not be to their'interest to allow 
this, and therefore did away with advance notes, 
but in lieu thereof granted monthly allotment 
notes which have been the greatest curse to the 
wives and families of sailors and firemen, It was 
also demanded at that time that no man should 
be entitled to the rating of A.B. unless he had 
four years’ sea service and hold a certificate to 
that effect, and, moreover, that no man should 
be allowed to ship unless a certain number were 
on board of each vessel. Here, again, the ship- 
owning element looked after Number One, and 
passed an Act that seamen, before being entitled 
to the rating as asked, should have a certifi- 
cate, but no mention was made as to 
whether it should be compulsory or not on 
the part of the owners to employ such men, 
as the shipowners knew that if the Bill had been 
passed as introduced on behalf of the seamen, 
the day would have gone by when incompetent 
scabs could be employed by the hundreds, It is 
therefore contended if one or more seamen were 
in the House of Commons to represent our 
interests, legislation would be effected which 
would be more in accordance with the justice of 
our demands. (Applause.) 

As you are aware, your general secretary, on 
the recommendation of the Executive Council, 
contested the seat vacant at East Bristol, but 
owing to the shortness of the time that he was 





in the field he was unsuccessful. However, he 
has been suggested as the candidate for another 
constituency, provided it meets with the approval 
of the Union. (Applause.) 


FUTURE LEGISLATION, 


The legislation which will be effected in our 
interests in the future will be of the greatest 
importance, and will reyuire very severe fighting 
for, so we must, therefore, in every constituency 
make our grievances known in order to bring 
pressure to bear on the candidates who may seek 
the suffrages of ourselves and our fellow electors, 

It was unanimously resolved that the report 
be adopted, and a hearty vote of thanks be 
accorded Mr. Wilson for his services. 


THE REBELS AND THE EXECUTIVE. 


The chairman read a letter from Mr. Pleasance 
secretary of what used to be the Tower Hill 
Branch, asking that Mr. Irvine be heard jp 
defence of the expelled members of that Branch, 

One delegate moved, and another seconded, 
that the letter be put into the waste paper 
basket. 

As an amendment, it was moved that Mr, 
Irvine be heard. For the amendment there 
voted 51, and for the motion 14, therefore it was 
decided that Mr. Irvine be heard. 

After the adjournment for luncheon, Mr; 
Irvine was called on to the platform and was 
accorded a patient and fair hearing. He 


| protested against the action of the Executive in 


expelling the persons on whose behalf he 
appeared, and he attempted to defend them 
against the charge of acting against the Union, 
on which charge they had been expelled. He also 
made a statement reflecting on Mr. Geo. Cowie, 
assistant secretary of the South Shields Branch, 
but when asked for evidence to support it, he 
said he had not got it with him—he had got a 
copy of a letter he referred to, but not the letter 
itself, 

A delegate said he ought to bave brought the 
letter itself—not a copy. 

The Chairman said that Mr. Irvine should have 
brought his evidence with him. This view was 
generally endorsed, and indignation expressed at 
the reflection on Mr. Geo. Cowie, 

Mr. J. H. Wilson warmly defended the action 
of the Executive in the expulsions referred to, 
denounced certain persons as having accepted 








money from some shipowners to break up the 
Union, and stated that Mr. Irvine had been 
offered money for that purpose by shipowners, 

Mr. Irvine admitted that he had been offered 
the money, but denied that he had accepted it. 

Mr. Wilson contended that he thought Mr. 
Irvine had been more of a dupe than an agentin 
the matter, and having explained that he had 
got evidence of a conspiracy to smash the Union, 
and justified his conduct and that of the Exect 
tive, resumed his seat amidst-.hearty cheers, 
which clearly indicated the warm approval of the 
meeting. 

Mr. Phillips, Bristol delegate, moved a resolt- 
tion declaring that the meeting thoroughly 
approve the action of the Executive in th 
matter referred to, and. record its unabated con 
fidence in the general secretary, Mr. Wilson. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Nicholson, Newport, seconded the resolt- 
tion, which was carried unanimously with loud 
cheers, willingness being expressed that such 
members as had been misled by the ex 
officials should be readmitted to the Union. 





SEAMEN’S FOOD. 


Mr. W. Chafer, Hull, moved the. following 
resolution :— That, in the opinion of 
meeting, the provisions at present supplied to 
the seamen of the Mercantile Marine are i 
cient, and in many instances unfit for humm 
food, and the meeting urges upon the Executive 
Council to suggest remedies for these evils, a! 
take steps to secure that the same supervision } 
exercised over the food supplied to all seamen” 
all merchant vessels as that now in force 12 
respect to vessels carrying passengers.’ 

Mr. A. Buchanan, abepdenss seconded the 
resolution. : 

Mr, Phillips, the Bristol delegate, in a telling 
and at points an amusing speech, well descri0e 
the provisions in the majority of the ships ™ — 
which he had sailed as of the very worst quality: — 
They might have been labelled ‘for sea use 1 © 
fit for shore.” After pork had done its sev | 
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ears in Gibraltar, and gone round the Horna 
couple of times, it was brought into the market 
where the captains went and purchased at the 
cheapest rate, at the same time looking out for 
cabin beef for their own use. There was a scale, 
no doubt, but the scale was not adhered to, and 
as a matter of fact the men were not fed as well 
as a gentleman fed his pigs. He suggested that it 
would be quite as cheap to the owner and much 
better for the men if the owner allowed the men 
their provision money, and allowed them also to 
urchase their own provisions. If he were 
allowed his eighteen pence a day he would under- 
take to feed himself better than many captains 
were at present. (Hear, hear.) 
American and Continental delegates stated that 
the provisioning was no better under other flags. 
A North of England delegate suggested that 
since they were all agreed as to the insufficient 
quantity and bad quality of the provisions, and 
since nothing could be gained by merely nar- 
rating personal experiences, the Executive 
Committee should draw up a provision scale, 
which should be forwarded to the Branches for 
suggestions, These suggestions might be utilised 
by the Executive, and then they would have a 
scale which they could go to Parliament with, or 
refuse to sign articles without. The Bristol 
delegate’s scheme he regarded as quite unwork- 
able, The resolution was adopted unanimously. 


DEOK LOADING. 

Mr. M'‘Gregor, Glasgow, moved the following 
resolution:—“ That in the opinion of this meeting, 
the present system of deck-loading is the direct 
and indirect cavse of great loss of life amongst 
our seafaring community, and it is resolved that 
steps be taken to bring before Parliament the 
urgent necessity of so amending the Acts relating 
to deck loading as to prohibit the dangerous 
practice, and to make it a penal offence on the 
part of shipowners and captains engaging in it.” 
In Glasgow, he said, in the matter of deck 
cargoes, things were getting worse and worse, 
Owners were buying up old boats done up in 
some other trade and filling them chock-a-block 
with cattle. During the past five years, he said, 
bs in Glasgow had lost 52 men through deck- 
oads; 

Mr, J. Slade, Grays, seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Slade also supported the resolution, he 
and several others of the delegates giving 
illustrations drawn from their own personal 
experiences of the dangers of deck loads alike of 
cattle, deals, or machinery, the horrible cruelties 
to cattle being almost sickening to hear. 

The Chairman, holding the delegates to be 
agreed as to the danger of the practice, put the 
question, and the resolution was carried unani- 
mously, 


UNDERMANNED SHIPS. 


Mr. A. Flay, Liverpool, moved: “That, in the 
opinion of this meeting of delegates from 
Branches throughout England, Ireland, Scotland, 
and Wales, the almost universal practive of 
undermanning vessels, both in the stokeholes and 
on deck, is a fruitful source of loss of life and 
property, and it is resolved that the Executive 
Committee of this Union be instructed to take 
such steps as may be deemed necessary to bring 
before Parliament the facts regarding this per- 
nicious practice on the part of shipowners, and to 
it on the Legislature to put a stop to it by 
egal enactments.” He spoke of several ocean- 
going vessels in which the crews were utterly in- 
sufficient, mentioning one well-known Atlantic 
line, in one of whose ships he had spent two hours 
reefing a sail, because the only other man on the 
yard was an incompetent landsman. 

. Mr. William Gammon, Whitstable, in second- 
ing, said he knew of coasters sailing from that 
port without a single able seaman on board. 

The Californian delegates said their Union had 
pee had to fight the shipowners on the same sub- 
The resolution having been carried unani- 
mously, the Congress adjourned at five o'clock 
till next morning. 


CONCERT AND BALL. 
In the evening a concert, got up by the Glas- 


gow Branch, was held, the best professional | 


talent obtainable in the city being engaged for 
a ann Mr. Plimsoll took the chair, and 
ania @ platform, besides several of the chief 
ra of the Union, were Mrs. Walsh (wife of 

® London district secretary) and Mrs, Boyd 




















(wife of the Clyde district secretary). The 
following is the programme :— f 


Glee eae dia “ Hail, Smiling Morn,” 
Quartette Party. 
Song ... ot od die “ The Skipper,” 
Mr. Gideon Duncan. 
Song, “ie as “ The Three Fishers,” 
Miss Young. 
Song eve ony “ Bonnie Wee Thing,” 
Mr. Gilchrist. 
Recital <n “ The Two Scars” (Overton), 
Mr. W. S. Vallance. 
Part Song “ Waes Me for Prince Charlie,” 
Quartette Party. 
Comic Song pea Ae .-. “ Lovely Woman,” 
Mr. R. P. Jennings. 
Song ide “Cam’ Ye by Athol?” 
Miss Park. 
Trio ive wid bed ‘ “ Willie Brew’d,” 
Messrs. Gilchrist, Ferguson, and Duncan, 
Part Song ‘See our Oars with Feather’d Spray,” 
Quartette Party. 
Song ow at .» “ The Death of Nelson,” 
Mr. Gilchrist. 
Comic Song... ..  “Shusan’s Gane Awa’,” 
Mr. R. P. Jennings. 
Song ‘ exe -- ‘* The Auld Hoose,” 
Miss Young. 
Recital ... _ “Jock Reppeth’s Courtship,” 
Mr. W. 8S. Vallance. 
Song eee see ae ... Killarney,” 
Miss Park. 
Part Song ave wea «. “Annie Laurie,” 
Quartette Party. 
Song i «»  “ Off to Philadelphia,” 
Mr. Gideon Duncan. 
Comic Song .-« * Comfort and Joy,” 


Mr. R. P. Jennings. 

The concert appeared to be heartily enjoyed, 
although all the delegates were not present. 
Several of the singers were encored, the pieces 
we have put in italics apparently being the 
favourites. Among the audience were a number 
of seamen’s wives with children in their arms, 
and when Mr, Plimsoll rose to propose thanks 
to the artists and the Glasgow Branch, he 
referred to the spectacle of the seamen’s wives 
and children before him as one that might well 
stimulate him and the Union in their efforts 
to save life at sea, reminding them, as that 
spectacle did, of those who had to suffer for such 
losses. (Loud applause.) Loss of life at sea 
there must always be. But some of the present 
losses were preventable, and such losses he trusted 
with the help of God and the Union to abolish, 
(Cheers.) When that was done, there would be 
fewer seamen’s widows and orphans. (Great 
applause.) He was sure they had all enjoyed the 
excellent concert and would join in thanking the 
singers and the Glasgow Branch for such an 
entertainment. (Cheers—followed by three 
times three for Mr. Plimsoll, Mr. Boyd, and the 
Glasgow Branch.) 

Mr. Boyd, who was again cheered most heartily, 
in a brief and appropriate speech, returned 
thanks for himself and his Branch, saying it had 
been a great pleasure to welcome Mr. Plimsoll 
and so many well-known and tried friends of the 
seamen. 

The spacious -hall was then cleared for dancing, 
which began soon after, to the strains of 
Parker’s exellent quadrille baud, Mr. Boyd 
leading off with Mrs. Walsh as his partner, 
followed by Mr. Walsh with Mrs. Boyd. One or 
two of the seamen turned up in regulation 
evening dress, with white ties and gloves. Their 
partners were suitably dressed without much 
show, displaying an amount of good taste which 
is not always seen at more aristocratic gather- 
ings. The galleries round the hall were filled with 
spectators, and dancing was kept up with much 
spirit till an early hour, all heartily enjoying 
themselves, Mr, Boyd and the Glasgow Branch 
men being the recipients of many well-deserved 
compliments for the excellent arrangements 
made for the occasion. Despite the ball 
and the late hours which it involved, all the 
delegates and officials turned up at the re- 
opening of the Congress at 10 on Wednesda 
morning as fresh and fit for work as ever. It 
should be added that tbe ball programmes, 
in the palest Cambridge blue and gold, are very 
artistic productions, and most appropriate to 
the occasion, of which they will probably be kept 
by many as mementos, 





The Congress resumed on Wednesday morning 
at 10 o'clock, Mr. F, W, Evans being again in the 
chair. 








UNDERMANNING. 


Yesterday’s minutes having been approved of, 
the discussion on the evils of undermanning was 
resumed by 

Mr. Phillips, Bristol, who instanced the 
case of a ship of 2,500 tons register which had 
only 16 A.B.’s, The captain took three of the 
men as quartermasters, and as there were 1,172 
yards of canvas in the mainsail, he left it to the 
meeting to consider if 13 men were enough to 
handle the ship oft the pitch of Cape Horn in the 
month of June. (Applause.) 

The discussion, by 61 votes to 1, was then 
declared closed, the resolution being adopted. 


THANKS TO SIR M. HICKS-BEACH. 


Mr. Gammon, Whitstable, moved: “ That this 
meeting of delegates of 65 seaport towns in the 
United Kingdom desires to express to the Right 
Hon. Sir Michael Hicks-Beach its most grateful 
thanks for the active support and sympathy he 
manifested towards the Load Line Bill which 
was introduced and carried in the last session of 
Parliament ; that this meeting, considering that 
the passage of said Bill might not have been 
effected if he had shown any hostile feeling 
towards it, would, therefore, ox him to accept 
the expression of their profound gratitude for 
the assistance and sympathy which he extended 
throughout the session towards this measure 
until it was finally carried into law.” 

Mr. Nicholson, Newport, seconded. 

Mr. J. H. Wilson, general secretary, in sup- 
porting said, that whenever he had the oppor- 
tunity to go before Sir Michael Hicks-Beach as 
one of a deputation, he had always found that 
gentleman receive a deputation from the Sea- 
men’s and Firemen’s Union in a most courteous 


manner. He was 


ALWAYS PREPARED TO LISTEN 


to the voice of the seamen, and whenever they 
had any grievances which required to be re- 
dressed by the Board of Trade he had always 
found him willing to do all he ‘possibly could. 
He (Mr. Wilson) was sure that in connection 
with the Load Line Bill they must thank Sir 
Michael from the bottom of their hearts for what 
he had done for them in the House of Commons. 
Whenever he could he gave them a night, or 
the opportunity of discussing a Bill of that 


- sort. In connection with the second Bill intro- 


duced during the session, and which was to 
prohibit the carrying of live cattle across the 
Atlantic, and also to prohibit the carrying of 
deck-loads on board ship, although the Govern- 
ment was not able to give them a special night to 
discuss it, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach did the next 
best thing, and considered what powers the 
Government had in Council for dealing with 
these matters, until a proper Bill could be 
brought up in the House of Commons, 

The motion on b-ing put to the meeting was 
carried amidst great enthusiasm. 


THANKS TO LORD GEORGE HAMILTON, 


Mr, Chafer moved :—“ That the Seamer’s and 
Firemen’s Union present to Lord George Hamil- 
ton their most hearty thanks, in that he secured 
the adoption of the minute by the Board of 
Admiralty which will prevent in the future the 
sale of. condemned stores of beef and pork until 
they have been chemically treated, so that it 
shall be impossible for such stores to be supplied 
to merchant ships for the use of seamen.” 

Mr. Clement having seconded, the motion 
was carried with acclamation. 


THANKS TO M.P.’S. 


The Chairman read the following resolution, 
which was likewise carried :—*‘ That the Seamen’s 
and Firemen’s Union give to Mr. Burt, M.P.; 
Mr. Fenwick, M.P.; Mr. King, M.P.; Mr. 
Pickard, M.P.; Colonel Howard Vincent, M.P.; 
Dr. Cameron, M.P. and Mr. Howell, M.P., 
their best thanks for the invaluable aid they 
have given to the seamen’s cause, by moving for 
returns, putting questions to Ministers, and in 
other ways, during the past session of 
Parliament.” 


THE ENTRANCE FEE. 


Mr. H. Atkins, Cardiff, then moved :—* That 
in the opinion of this meeting, the continually 
increasing entrance fees is detrimental to the 
interest of the Union, and should be at once 
reduced to a sum not exceeding £1.” He was of 
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opinion that the entrance fee was too large, and 
that if reduced, a great many who were not at 
present members would join. 

Mr. H. Phillips, Bristol, seconded. He did 
not think they were justified in keeping out those 
who were willing to come into their Union, by 
having their entrance fee at such a high standard, 
The main reason why they did not join at the 
start was that there had been so many Unions 
before, and where their cashiers had gone God 
only knew. (QLaughter.) Every man could not 
see alike, and he thought it was the duty of 
those inside to draw into the National Union 
every man who was willing to comein. It was 
in the interest of the Union that their fellow 
men outside should come in, and their motto 
should be “ Hand in hand.” They should get 
in a compact crowd, and then they could build 
up a good fortification. They would see from 
the Times pamphlet that 


THE OPPOSITION UNION 


were registering men for a shilling, but he trusted 
that they would not get good men to goin. He 
had every confidence that many men would come 
into the Union, but their means would not allow 
them te pay the entrance fee, (Applause, ) 

Mr. O'Hare, Bootle, said, seeing that their 
Union was nearly three years old, the men had 
had ample time to join it when the fees were low, 
whether they were seamen or firemen. In regard 
to the privilege-cards that had been issued, there 
were men in his Branch, and in various Branches 
in the Liverpool district, who took these cards 
out, but never returned them. In the interest 
of all the Branches he thought instead of reducing 
the entrance fee, they should allow it to remain 
at 30s, 6d. (Applause.) 

The Wallsend delegate said that their Branch 
numbered 90, and of that 87 worked ashore, 
while Mr, Stanley, the general secretary of the 
Labourers’ Union, had managed in that small 
district to get 1,500 sailors and firemen who were 
working ashore to go into that Union. He would 
consider that the 


LOWERING OF THE FEES, 


and allowing these men into their Union, as a 
victory. They might then defy their opponents, 
but in the meantime they were what they might 
call an ant on a big hill. Mr. Stanley’s men had 
in fact told them that on Oct. M4 unless they were 
able to amalgamate with them, and allowed them 
to go to sea whenever they liked, they would not 
allow their Union men to work ashore, and as 
they were a very small proportion what could 
they doP With a reduced entrance fee they 
would have something like 1,500 men to come 
and support them in every way. (Applause.) It 
was : 


OF VITAL IMPORTANCE 
to the Union. Hein the meantime represented 
a Branch that next week might be no more. 

Mr. McGregor, Glasgow, said that he repre- 
sented, not a thousand men, but 12,500, and he 
did not see any use for the discussion at all. 
They had a clause in theirrules which dealt with 
it, providing that anyone unable to pay the 
entrance fee could become a member and be 
entitled to all the liberties of a financial member 
with the exception of voting on finances: It 
was therefore all the same even if the entrance 
fee were £20. 

A Delegate: Is that the privilege card ? 

Mr. McGregor: No. He referred to the rule 
in this year’s rule book. The delegates from 
over the water knew very well that in San Fran- 
cisco it cost more to join their Union than it did 
here, and it was natural that they should rise 
up to the same standard. They were trying to 
strengthen the Union, but he could not see how 
that could be done by lowering the entrance fee. 
In Glasgow they were also fighting local bodies, 
and they were 

DRIVING THEM OUT OF EXISTENCE. 
They had had a continual fight with the Riggers’ 
Protective Association for over thirteen months, 
and were wiping them out of existence, so that 
they were daily appealing to become members at 
30s. 6d. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. H. Wilson, general secretary, said 
he thought it was a sign of weakness for 
them to come there in an alarming state 
of mind, and get up and say that if they 
did not reduce their entrance fee, they were 

oing, in fact, to be smashed up altogether. 

ere they going to allow scabs and blacklegs to 





control the business of the Union? Because a 
few scabs kept together and formed a Union, 
with an entrance fee of a shilling, and a contri- 
bution of twopence a week, were they going to 
be so foolish as to pull their entrance fee down ? 
(Cries of “ No.”) He should think not. Since 
the entrance fee had been what it was, the 
number of members who joined weekly had 
increased. At the time when the entrance fee 
was 2s. 6d. it was a very good week when they 
got 200 new members, and when it had been 
increased to 25s, and 30s. a week, it was a very 
poor week that they did not enrol from 600 to 
800 members, (Applause.) Besides, when the 
entrance fee was 10s., a large number of their 
members would much sooner allow themselves 
to run into arrears, and rejoin, sometimes at 
different Branches, as they found that cheaper 
than paying their contributions. But since the 
entrance fee was 30s., they found it much 


MORE CONVENIENT TO PAY 


their contributions than to pay a new entrance fee 
That their contributions had increased from 
£1,000 to £2,000 per week, it was evidence of the 
fact that the increase of entrance fee was the 
proper and legitimate thing. (Applause.) He 
was not afraid of these rival Unions. A 
Union like theirs, with 85,000 financial members, 
could 
HOLD THEIR OWN IN ANY PORT 


of the United Kingdom. What he would suggest 
was that there should be a minimum entrance 
fee of £1, and if the Cardiff people were not able 
to get 30s. they could fix it for themselves at 20s. 
It would be an injustice to the other ports to 
pull down the fee below that, but he knew that 
a majority of them would insist on the increased 
entrance fee. It was only right that the men 
who had founded that Union and invested their 
small savings to build it up and protect their 
interests, should get whatever advantages were 
going over those men who had been getting good 
wages all through. It was too much to expect 
that after their members had been paying 
up since the commencement that the others 
should be allowed to step in at the eleventh 
hour without paying for it. (Applause.) There 
was no excuse for their not being in the Union, 
but he quite agreed that a minimum entrance 
fee should be fixed. 

Mr. Anson, London, said they had had a great 
deal of trouble in that port witk these other 
societies. 

On the vote being taken, the motion was lost 
by 59 votes to 17. 

HALF-CROWN FEE PROPOSED. 

Mr. J. Nicholson, Newport, moved that the 
entrance fee at Newport be half-a-crown so long 
as the opposition society existed, and that there- 
after it be raised to the sum fixed by the 
Executive Council. 

The previous question having been moved, it 
was agreed by 55 votes to 6, not to discuss the 
subject. 


THE LONDON LABOURERS’ UNION, 


Mr. Fowler, London, then moved :—“ That in 
the opinion of this meeting, the action of the 
members of the Mechanics’ and General 
Labourers’ Union be disapproved of, and that 
the Executive Council take the necessary steps 
to protect the rights of our members.” He ex- 
plained the position of the Tidal Basin and the 
Green’s Home Branches in relation to the 
Trades Council of East London, It was com- 

of the Associations of the Riggers, 
ainters, and other branches of industry, and 
they were preventing the men of the Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union from working while the vessels 
were in dock, as it was said they did work 
which should be done by these other trades. 
They wished the Union men to go and hang 
about the door of the shipping office waiting on 
jobs to go to sea again, 

Mr Wheeler seconded. 

Some discussion followed, it being ultimately 
agreed to substitute the words “ United Labour 
Council of the Port of London” for the 
“‘ Mechanics’ and General Labourers’ Union.” 

The motion was then adopted. 


MR, G. HOWELL, M.P., SPEAKS, 


Mr. Plimsoll and Mr. George Howell, M.P. 
having entered the meeting, 
The Chairman said he had much pleasure in in- 


forming their esteemed friend Mr. Howell that 
this morning they had unanimously passed 
vote of thanks to him forthe great services he 
had rendered to them over the Load Line Bil} 
and other matters in this session of Parliament, 
(Cheers.) Perhaps Mr. Howell would address to 
them a few words on that or some other subject 
of interest. (Applause.) 

Mr. Plimsoll, in introducing Mr. Howell, re- 
ferred to the qualities displayed by him, with the 
result that there was now on the Statute Book 
a law against overloading to come into force on 
Dec. 9 next. (Applanse.) He was glad they had 
expressed their acknowledgments to Mr, Howell 
for his assiduous attention to that Bill, which had 
been watched by them both so carefully. Mr, 
Howell attended Parliament night after night to 
take advantage of the first chance given hin— 
and he got it. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Howell, who was received with much 
cheering, thanked them for the vote of thanks 

sed to him for the work he had, along with 

r. Plimsoll, done for the Load Line Act, It 
was, he said, no new thing for him to have 


SYMPATHY WITH THE CAUSE 


the conference had met to advance. Mr. Plimsoll 
and himself had worked together in what was 
known as the Plimsoll movement, and at that 
time there were not so many workers as there 
were to-day. At that time it was thought im- 
possible that the seamen could be got to fede- 
rate themee'ves together in a Trade Union, 
Over and over again, in all parts of the country, 
he urged that the sailors should combine as other 
workmen combined. In various parts people 
said it was impossible. He was bound to say 
that he thought it was not very possible, 
because he saw great difficulties in the way, 
Still, to-day they had now obtained one of the 


LARGEST UNIONS 


in the country—(applause)—composed of men 
whose lives were spent on the sea. He wished 
them god-speed in their work. (Applause.) His 
belief had always been that if they wanted real 
help it must come from themselves, (Hear, 
hear.) It was no use to look to Acts of Parlia- 
ment, unless men would work shoulder to 
shoulder in the same cause. A nation or 4 
society was just what the individuals composing 
it made it. If all were brave men the society or 
nation or community would be brave, but they 
would never make a brave army out of cowards, 
Hear, hear.) He urged the members of the 
nion to stand by each other, and just in pro- 
ortion as they did so, so would it be impossible 
or their employers to make victims of any 
members of the Union, ‘The reason why men 
had been victimised in the past had been because 
so far men were in the Union, and so many men 
out of the Union and ready to take their places. 
(Hear, hear.) Further, many of the men of 
to-day had little knowledge of the sacrifices that 
had been made in days gone by by some of the 
men who were now calet the old Trade Unionists. 
(Hear, hear,) But they had to 


FIGHT THE BATTLE 


when there were few labourers in the field. They 
had absolutely to win the right of meeting to- 
gether as the conference was now meeting. It 
was only a few years since that right was abso- 
lutely and fully conceded by law. When they 
went back to the real charter of English Tadeo 
Unionism it was only 15 or 16 years. The year 
1875 was that when the full charter of theit 
liberty was given, They had a partial charter 
given in 1871, but that was won in the teeth of 
opposition so widespread. Speeches were made 
in Parliament on the Address to the Crown, i 
which it was declared that it was the intentiou 
of the Government of the day to stamp out 
Trade Unionism in this country. Mr. Evans 
knew well that Act of Parliament under which 
the Commission was called into existence to in 
vestigate the outrages that took place at Shef- 
field and at Manchester and other places. The 
real object of that Commission was to get hold 


of a reason for stamping out Trade Unionism. — 


Now there was nothing more fashionaole in this 
country, and nothing more fashionable all ove 
the civilised world than to be a Trade Unionist. 
(Hear, hear.) He did not know whether ti 
Emperor of Germany had enrolled himself ia 





their ranks, though only some twelve mon 
ago it was thought he was going to lead the val 
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as it were, of Trade Unionism in Germany. All 
he could say was, “Put not your trust in 
Princes.” It was better to 


TRUST IN THEMSELVES. 


(Applause. ) With a Union well conducted, each 
man contributing his mite, and each man doing 
his part, he believed that the future of labour 
would be brighter than ever it had been in this 
country or in the world, (Cheers.) 

Three cheers were also given for Mr. Plimsoll. 

The Chairman said he thought he might ex- 
press on their behalf the best thanks of the 
meeting to Mr. Howell for the interesting and 
instructive address he had delivered. He had 
no desire to betray confidences, but there was 
no man living who had done more to win 
Trade Unionism its present charter than the 
workman who sat at his right hand. (Cheers.) 
He hoped that the younger Unionists would 
not despise the old men who had won their 
liberty and the charter for them. (Cheers.) 
They had a greater freedom because of them, 
and they could exercise greater freedom because 
of them. He asked them to give three cheers 
for Mr, Howell in true sailor fashion, (I.oud 
cheers. ) 

SANITATION ON BOARD SHIP. 


Mr. Chibbett, South Shields, moved :—* That, 
in the opinion of this meeting, the sanitary 
arrangements on board ship are most unsatis- 
factory, and hereby instructs the Executive 
Council to take (at the earliest opportunity) the 
necessary steps to secure better accommodation 
and ventilation.” 

Mr. Roberts, Newport, seconded. 

Mr. Gammon, Whitstable, in the course of 
the discussion, said a case came under his notice 
in Whitstable a month ago, in which there was 
no closet accommodation. The result was that 
a man had been drowned through slipping over 
the side. 

Mr. ggg said that in building steel ships 
nowadays, they simply made a tank with no 
bottom, and turned it upside down for the fore- 
castle. They had not only the sweating of the 
iron, but they had sometimes to go in with wet 
oilskins, and sleep in their bunk with them on 
the top. They sometimes put wood on the top, 
but the carpenters were not paid enongh to put 
skill into their work, with the result that the 
water came dripping through crevices. (Ap- 
plause.) 


SHIP SANITATION, 


Dr. Leet, medical officer to the Bootle Branch 
of the Union, next spoke as follows :—Mr. 
President, foreign delegates, and brother 
financial members of the Amalgamated Sailors’ 
and Firemen’s Union,—I beg leave to express 
sincere regret that up to this hour in the history 
of our Union, no prophet of naval hygiene has 
arisen to awaken the sleeping deities who preside 
over board-ship life in our merchant navy ; indeed, 
the study of naval sanitation has been sadly 
neglected by British officials. For example, 
since the work of Dr. McDonald, Professor of 
Naval Hygiene at Haslar Hospital in 1880, few 
papers have been published by his able suc- 
cessors in that important chair, and his book is 
as true to-day as it was ten years ago. The 
sincere well-wishers, hygienic and humani- 
tarian, of our Union are crying out to us for 
facts proving 


NEGLECT OR DEFIANCE 


of Parliamentary enactments on the part of 
British shipowners and Board of Trade officials. 
So that in this paper I propose very briefly to 
furnish pertinent facts derived from personal 
experience as ship's surgeon during the 
eight years 1880 to 1889, as surgeon in 
SIX first-class British steamship Companies. 
I have already in my letter on Ship Sanitation, 

0. 9, in SEAFARING, directed your attention to 
the British Shipping Act of 1867, and would 
now earnestly beg you to stut*~*he-surveyors’ 
instructions in connection with’ the Tonnage 
Act only recently become law, and will here 
only point out that while 23 years ago we were 
ordered by the 1867 Act to have seamen’s 
accommodation properly lighted, properly 
ventilated, and properly drained, the Tonnage 
Bill has taken a retrograde step by charging the 
shipowners with tonnage dues for the light and 
air spaces above the engine-room, which good 








shipowners have covered in at great expense 
and rightly used as crew spaces, and therefore 
should be exempted from tonnage dues. Hence it 
will be our duty to watch that, through a spirit 
of retaliation on the Board of Trade, the ship- 
owners do not put their crews down below decks, 
Why? Because below deck would not only 
injure their health by foul air, but render the 
lives of the men less secure by Jessening 
the surplus buoyancy of the ships at present 
enjoyed by those vessels with the aforesaid 
covered spaces of air and light over the engine- 
room. Now for the 


PERTINENT FACTS 


from my own personal experience when ship’s 
surgeon. To avoid naming the Companies, I 
will speak of A Company, B Company, and 
C Company, reading to you extracts from 
sanitary reports or letters respectfully submitted 
to the managers of three out of the six 
Companies, and allowing you to draw your own 
conclusions without comment, for which there is 
no time. Taking the three subjects :—1. Venti- 
lation of ships. 2. Misappropriation of ships’ 
hospitals. 3. The treatment of sick seamen at sea. 
Now, as to ventilation of ships, A Company I 
wrote to as follows :—“ July 30, 1886.—Gentle- 
men, I beg leave to express my regret that 
during the recent alterations in this ship I 
was not called upon for any sanitary sugges- 
tions after an experience of three years in 
medical charge, particularly as I had noticed, 
amongst other defects, that quite recently 
her ventilation had been seriously cur- 
tailed—a matter of vital importance to the 
health and comfort of the passengers. On 
calling attention to this subject last voyage, I 
was duly referred to the steerage passenger 
clerk ; but I shall be able more comfortably to 
feel that my responsibility ceages, if I submit in 
writing the chief insanitary conditions :—Two 
large ventilators on the starboard and port side 
respectively, leading from the newly-added 
intermediate saloon to the first-class saloon 
forward, have been cut away. Where two of 
these ventilators accidentally removed upon 
recently enlarging the chief engineer’s room 
and the engineers’ mess‘ Staterooms forward 
of saloon :—On starboard side 


DEFECTIVE VENTILATION, 


no ingress of pure air when ports are closed, no 
ventilation to upper deck, air secondhand 
through steerage hatchways, neither pure nor 
sweet-smelling. Ventilation of intermediate 
compartment :—No downtake (no direct ingress 
of pure air into saloon, which is always full of 
passengers at meal times and in the evenings), 
all the more serious as there is free ingress of 
the vitiated cabin air into the saloon when the 
brassbound ventilators are closed. The sky- 
light is not made to open! The two entrance 
doors from the deck do not open direct into 
saloon—are generally crowded with passengers 
gasping for fresh air in rough weather, and even 
these doors are shut in heavy weather, Yet the 
steerage passenger clerk is of opinion that these 
doorways do sufficiently ventilate the saloon. 
On the three nights going out when all was 
shut down, the 
AIR WAS FOUL AND STAGNANT 


—sea-sickness greatly aggravated the numerous 
complaints. The foul air from the intermediate 
overflows into stateroom passages, particularly 
when the wind is aft. Large hospital steerage 
main deck :—No ventilator, boarded up to roof 
all round, &c. Steerage foul air :—Stewards, 
whose duties detain them between decks night 
and day, suffer in their health. The late head 
steerage steward, J.I., died of lung disease, con- 
nected with blood poisoning by foul air. His 
successor, our present man, J.A., a fine looking 
young fellow of splendid physique and strictly 
temperate, nearly died of the same disease, 
Glory-hole :—Lower deck, 35 berths—number 
of stewards at night in bed, 34—no ingress of 
air, no egress of foul air, no windsail. The foul 
air quite stagnant must develop blood poisoning 
and lung disease. The second cook, J. H., died 
of it. Steward W. broke down under it. Atemp- 
tation to the stewards to sleep on deck or in the 
saloon. Passengers talk about their ‘ pale faces.’ ” 
Here is another sanitary report to the same 
company for October voyage, 1886, of s,s. 








“ Outward Passage —Oct.11. Forward hospital 
on main deck was taken down at Queenstown, 
the space being required for mails, &c. Oct. 12. 
Fracture case ; single steerage male passenger. 
No forward hospital, 


OBLIGED TO TURN THE STEWARDESSES OUT 


of the large after-hospital for his admission, 
the small after-hospital being occupied with 
stewards’ utensils used in the steerage, there 
being no cupboards in the steerage. Oct. 16. 
Case of measles amongst the ‘sisters’ in the 
intermediate. Removed the young girl at once 
to forward-deck hospital ; absolutely necessary 
to isolate her away from main deck crowded 
with 1,082 passengers, and stormy weather with 
ventilators all shut down ; obliged to carry her 
along the open deck in rain and spray. Why was 
the after-deck hospital removed? (Vide letter of 
July, 1886.) Oct. 17, Measles case. Patient 
complains of sea getting through forward port 
and wetting her bed, and the deck of this hospi- 
tal is floating with water at pumpend. She 
also says she cannot sleep with the ‘ pump con- 
tinually going through the hospital walls.’ The 
intermediate stewardess cheerfully visits fre- 
quently with food, etc , 


REGARDLESS OF THE SEAS AND RAIN 


along the decks. Homeward Passage.—Oct. 22+ 
R. B., steerage passenger, drunk and incapable ; 
may fall and break his leg, so remove him to 
deck hospital, the ‘refrigerator man, M. having 
to turn out of it and sleep in after small steerage 
hospital with A. (head steerage steward). No 
other available accommodation. M. complained 
to purser of these frequent ‘shifts,’ and it is 
much to be regretted that no berth is allotted to 
this important official. Oct. 27. Annie S., 
rheumatic fever (temperature 103°4), must be 
transferred from lower deck room to large 
hospital, turning out intermediate stewardess, 
who, for want of a berth, I must allow to sleep 
in the surgery. Mrs. B., steerage stewardess, 
remaining on in this hospital and will attend on 
patient. Married people (steerage passengers), 
single men and single women were located all 
together 
IN MARRIED COMPARTMENT, 


lower deck ; as this irregularity occurred on last 
homeward voyage, it should be noted. Of 
course, the a//otted portion of main deck was 
filled up first with single men, but the accom- 
modation was insufficient for the number em- 
barked.” (Here ends the Report.) This ship 
lying up for the winter at the end of October 
voyage the managers eagerly seized the oppor- 
tunity to gratefully acknowledge my professional 
zeal for writing these sanitary letters by dis- 
pensing with my services without a day's notice 
or a day’s pay, although giving me the flattering 
testimonial that I had performed the important 
duty of their ship surgeon for 3} years in the 
most careful, attentive and efficient manner. 

Now as to C Company, here is a sanitary 
report in 1889 :-—“ March 27, 1889.—I have the 
honour to request leave most respectfully to 
submit this, my last letter, upon the subject of 
the appointment of a shore surgeon (a medical 
superintendent) humbly suggesting that the fol- 
lowing record of facts, taken chiefly from pro- 
fessional experience during nine months’ service 
(in three ships) in your Company in 1888-89, 
will afford unanswerable grounds for this new 
departure in the medical branch. I am writing 
in all earnestness and dona fides, to promote and 
safeguard the sacred interests of 


SUFFERING HUMANITY AT SEA, 


where at best the comforts are few, and largely 
depending on the good-will and conscience of 
the medical officer in charge. May 14, 1888. 
S.S. ——. Reported myself to manager (on 
arrival in Liverpool), wrote out report for the 
Board of Trade in the office. The general 
manager was angry that I had stated in this 
report for the Board of Trade that, after the 
infectious case of measles had been removed to 
hospital by Castle Garden authorities, her bed- 
ding had been thrown overboard and the berth 
thoroughly disinfected on the day—April 28, 
1888—the disease was detected. The general 
manager said: ‘We do not give any informa- 
tion about sanitary matters to the Board of 
Trade. You must carry out our usual form of 
report furnished to the ships’ surgeons on this 












October 18, 1899. : 








10 SUPPLEMENT TO SEAFARING. 
subject. Sit down and write this report afresh, | honour to submit most respectfully for | small fees, and was not a member of ow 
leaving out the clause about the disinfection.’ | the information of the directors of the | sick fund. He has a gratuity of fifteen 


These were his remarks. How strange when the 
Board of Trade’s orders require the question of 
disinfection to be answered. How can we serve 
two masters? Aug. 17. S.S.——. Epidemic of 


CRAMP AMONGST FIREMEN, 


the cause drink and no food on shore. Firemen 
soon well and at duty, after treatment by castor 
oil, tincture of capsicum, and spirits of chloro- 
form (made with brandy). July*8, s.s.—. 
Saloen very close this warm weather in the early 
morning, cannot get the stewards to open the 
port and skylight ventilators early without fre- 
quently telling them. Sept. 2.—A lady com- 
plains to me of the closeness of the saloon before 
breakfast. I warned the second steward that it 
is his duty to see that there is a thorough 
current of air through saloon before meals this 
hot weather when no passengers are present 
(i.e., in the saloon). Why are there no printed 
orders on ventilation of saloon and of state 
rooms for these stupid officials? Dec. 1. s.s.—— 
Homeward passage :—Misappropriation of the 
ship’s hospital by steerage passengers. Dec. 28, 
s.s.——Main-deck water-way, passing from 
purser’s office into surgery, choked up; the 
‘wooden lid fastened down with nails, the frame- 
work of the drawers have been firmly fastened 
over the said lid. How long in that condition? 
Dec. 29.—Firemen’s room when washed out 
with water remains wet, the scupper does not 
run Off all the water apparently, the deck 
[z.e., the floor] always wet when I visit sick 
firemen in that room.” (Here ends the Report). 

Now here is a letter I received :— 
“Government Emigration Office, Liverpool, 
Dec. —, 188—.—I approve of Dr.C.H.Leet taking 
charge of the passenger ship ——, of Liverpool, 
under the provisions of the 42nd Section of the 
Passengers Act, 1855.—J. De Vere Hill, vo Emi- 
gration Officer,” This shows that 1 was properly 
appointed. Now I wish you to note this 
copy of the Board of Trade order, issued to 
every ship surgeon in the Atlantic passenger 
trade. Here it is:—“It is desirable that 
surgeons in charge of passenger ships should 
keep a 

RECORD OF ANY SICKNESS 
that occurs on the voyage, whether among 
saloon passengers, emigrants, or CREW, and 
should report the same to this office* at the end 
of the voyage, making special mention of the 
following particulars: Date of commencement 
of voyage. Date of termination of voyage. 
Date of the commencement of any infectious or 
contagious diseases, the number of cases, and 
the number of families affected. Has the ship 
been disinfected? State the number of deaths 
and their causes. Was the ventilation sufficient ? 
if not, state where it was defective. Were any 
complaints made by the emigrants? if so, state 
what complaints, and what steps were taken in 
each case. (*The report should be addressed 
as follows:—O. H. M. S., The Emigration 
Officer, Board of Trade Offices, Liverpool. )” Now 
note C Company’s orders on the foregoing :— 
“The Company’s order to their ship surgeons 
upon the Form of Report to the Government 
Emigration Office omits the subject of ‘ Disin- 
fection of the ship after contagious disease on 
board’ and the questions : ‘ Was the ventilation 
sufficient ? if not, state where it was defective. 
Any complaints made by emigrants, etc.’— 
Copy of C Company order altering the above. 
—Liverpool, Sept.°23, 1885.” Here is a 
letter from the. general manager of the 
C Company:—“ To. the Surgeon ss. . 
Dear Sir,—In future you will please furnish the 
Emigration Officer with the following par- 
ticulars, viz.:—Date of commencement of 
voyage. Date of termination of voyage. Date 
of commencement of any infectious or con- 
tagious diseases, the number of cases, and 
number of families affected. State the number 
of deaths and their causes. Such report to be 
sent in the ship’s despatch box under cover to 
me.—Yours truly, fr General Manager.” 
or here is an, example of the way in which 
ships’ 
HOSPITALS ARE MISAPPROPRIATED. 

Here is a letter which I sent to thé directors 
of Company .C:— Derby-road Dispensary, 
Bootle, July 17, 1890, Sir,—I have the 











Company, the serious fact brought to my notice 
by an official of ss. ——, namely, that upon her 
homeward passage from New York last week, in 
warm weather,she was so crowded with passengers 
that in order to provide accommodation for them 
your agent at New York deliberately turned 
out of their rooms some members of the ships’ 
company, and that the latter occupied the ship’s 
hospitals throughout the passage, strictly con- 
trary to the American and British Passengers 
Acts. As surgeon of the Seamen’s Union I beg 
leave to draw attention to the possible conse- 
quences of such grave irregularities as bearing 
upon the medical care of sailors and firemen on 
board ——-— ships. Suppose in an emergency, 
immediate admission into hospital is necessary 
for an injured, sick, or insane seaman, but in con- 
sequence of the misappropriation of the hospitals 
the surgeon is obliged to treat the case in the 


FOUL AND CROWDED 


sailors’ or firemen’s room, suppose the sick man 
survives these insanitary conditions and arriving 
ashore comes under my treatment as surgeon of 
the Union, when he recovers and is fit for duty 
who is to pay the fees for professional attendance, 
if he be not a member of our sick fund? Would 
not theshipowners be liable under the provisions 
of Section 7, Cap. 124, 30 and 31 Vic., Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1867?” Nowas tothe treatment 
of sick seaman afloat, of which you probably know 
something from painful experience. Hereare facts: 
“In the s,s. C there was an epidemic of blood 
poisoning in the firemen’s room,C on home- 
ward passage, June, 1885. About eleven men 
were almost dying (one did die after removal to 
deck hospital),Captain—— refused until urgently 
pressed by me in writing to take the sick men out 
of the room and place them in hammocks under 
the forward turtleback, where they all rapidly 
improved, etc. At the Liverpool office, the 
chief engineer and marine superintendent urged 
the cause to be malaria, contracted by sleeping 
on deck in New York, but the managers listened 
to my opinion, that 
FOUL EMANATIONS 
from filth under the deck of the firemen’s room 
was the source of the poison, and they found it 
to be correct, the new deck costing over £100, 
But the despised ship surgeon was not even 
informed of the truth of his conviction, and of 
the new deck, until privately told by one of the 
engineers! The other case is that of a fireman, 
M.W., in the Atlantic passenger trade, of long 
service with high testimonials. He was in 
good health and passed the Board of Trade 
medical inspection last month on sailing day. 
He worked comfortably as greaser until leaving 
New York on the homeward passage—he was 
then attacked with cough, spitting of blood, and 
unable to eat the usual rations, Three times 
he reported himself to the ship’s surgeon, who 
gave him a bottle of medicine on each occasion, 
but neither medically examined his chest nor 
laid him up, nor gave him written orders 
for invalid diet, Such was his statement to me, 
and also, as he affirmed, to the superintendent 
shore engineer, who, seeing the poor fellow’s 
altered appearance, at once ordered him fifteen 
shillings per week gratuity, promising him a 
light post as messenger when he should recover. 
A written description of the microscopic 
appearances of the blood he expectorated has 
been sent to me by Dr. B., assistant to a lead- 
ing Liverpool surgeon. The question naturally 
arises, why did not the engineers suggest to the 
doctor to lay him up? The second engineer 
might in self defence reply, if the fireman was 
so ill, he could himself have asked to be laid up. 
But no, M.W. was 
TOO MANLY AND UNSELFISH, 


Like other fine fellows described in my “ Ship’s 
Surgeon of To-day,” he would rather drop at his 
six hours’ watches than throw extra work upon 
his mate. Poor fellow, his health was his only 
stock-in-trade. What is to become of him 


and his family? Here are additional facts: 
M.W. shortly after landing from ss. M——, 
was under treatment at the Liverpool Royal 
Infirmary, later on in our Parish Work- 
house Hospital (Walton), from thence and 
at present an out-patient at our Bootle Parish 
Dispensary, as he was unable to afford me 








shillings per week from the managers of ss, 
M , in which ship he contracted the 
acute lung disease that has put an end to his 
further sea employment. At our last Union 
weekly meeting a present of fourteen shillings 
was voted, his wife being out of work and attend. 
ng on their sick son. My respectfully written 
application for a medical abstract of M.W.’s case 
from the ship’s surgeon’s log-book ofs.s. M@——, 
the managers refused as an “unusual applica- 
tion!” Here is a case in a China Line.—A sick 
fireman, John J. Lowe (of 7, Milton-street, 
Birkenhead), very ill, was shut up and 





LOCKED IN THE AFTER-WHEELHOUSE, 


on July 30, 1887, at sea, At 7.45 p.m. he was 
visited by Henry Leonard, lamp trimmer, of 1, 
Walnut-street, Mount Vleasant, Liverpool, who, 
on locking the door again, said to me (I was 
sitting on the saloon deck, passenger going home 
sick), “ That poor chap very bad—he is off his 
head, sir (we both heard him through the shut 
door shouting and calling out) . . . My 
God ! this poor brother man, weak and delirious 
at times, left alone (how could he have been?) 
liable to jump up in his ravings and strike his 
head against the wheel! The wheelhouse is 
practically a box—no outlet for the impure air 
—no inlet, except what could get up by the 
rudder, which is nearly air-tight [the glass 
ports of this wheelhouse, facing the saloon deck, 
were kept closed]. There was a ship’s surgeon 
-~a Frenchman! Aug. 3.—His wheelhouse door 
permanently unlocked for the first time, and door 
open for air, he lying on his own dirty mattress 
and partly on the hardwood floor ; dirty shirt 
and drawers, and feet dirty mud colour for want 
of washing. He is 


VERY THIN AND WASTED; 


poor bones want soft mattress. J should have 
had a cabin cleared out of its tea-chests (there 
being no hospital of any kind on board), put 
the sick man in it, and given the stewardess 
(no ladies being on board) one shilling per diem 
to nurse and feed him. Mr. H— would doubt- 
less approve (Diary, Aug. 31). Another fire- 
man had to do six hours’ watches, on account 
of the other man Lowe being laid up—this duty 
in the heat of the tropics can only be called 
white slavery. An extra fireman should be 
taken during the. hot weather voyage through 
the Red Sea and Indian Ocean to China, as 
one fireman at least is likely to be laid up, 
—See “Ship's Surgeon of To-day.” Here 
is another case from: A Company to whom 
I wrote :—Dec, 13th, 1886. “Gentlemen,—I 
beg leave to express my regret at the com- 
paratively sudden death of my late head steerage 
steward Atkinson, of s.s.——, and consider it 
my duty to request your re-perusal ofthe strong 
remonstrance contained in my sanitary letter ot 
July 30, 1886, against this man, having been 
sent, regardless of my opinion, back to his 
arduous duty, lest he should die of 


BLOOD POISONING BY FOUL AIR, 


as did, in my opinion; his predecessor in that 
post, steward Inglis.” Again, in my August log- 
book, I stated that “ Atkinson required a glass of 
port wine daily.” Again, in September, on 
seeing him continued as my chief subordinate 
on the muster day of sailing, I begged him to 
accept at my private expense a glass of port 
wine daily (the only thing he cared for at night 
after his hard day’s work). “ No, thank you, Sir, 
he said, ‘I’m all right.” Although everyone 
who knew him well could see his failing health. 
I beg leave to record now that I felt at that time 
very much humiliated as it was known in the 
ship I had reported on Atkinson’s state of 
health, and the receipt of that letter of July 3% 
above alluded to, had not been even acknow- 


ledged by the A office, although forwarded by ~ 


post in a registered envelope from Queenstown, 
nor was I ever spoken to by any of the firm 
upon the contents of that letter, and I would 
further express my conviction that this once 
“fine young fellow of splendid physique” would 
have been alive to-day had my sanitary letter 
of July 30 received due consideration. 4 
conclusion, I beg leave most respectfully to 
state that it is reported in the ship’s company 


that poor Atkinson’s death was comparatively 80 .§ 








$ 








ee eee ee eS ee nr ee ee ea kes ea a 


| nw ae ee ae Tl an ol ~ a oll eo ¢ ell a 7, a a 


cr 7 OO 


a em 


Pe OUT er Om me ma rWo 





1 have 
(there 
i), put 
rar dess 
r diem 
doubt- 
sr fires 
ccount 
is duty 
called 
tld be 
hrough 
ina, as 
uid up. 

Here 
whom 
1en,—I 
> com- 
teerage 
sider it 
strong 
etter ot 
g been 
to his 


in that 
ust log- 
glass of 
yer, On 
rdinate 
him to 
of port 
tt night 
yu, Sir,” 
yeryons 
health. 
at time 
. in the 
tate 0 
July 39 
icknow- 


rded by ~ 


nstown, 
the firm 
I would 
is once 
” would 
y letter 
n. In 
fully to 
ompany 


tively SO. F 

















October 18, 1890. 


SUPPLEMENT TO SEAFARING. 





11 





——— 





——— 
sudden, and decomposition set in so rapidly, 
there was no time to 

WARN HIS OLD MESSMATES 


to attend the funeral. Nor would anyone have 
attended with more heartfelt sorrow than 
myself ; for conscientious, sober, self-denying 
young men even the A Company cannot afford 
to lose. I have written this letter without pre- 
indice ; the only motive, namely, that medical 
officers may be excouraged to interest them- 
selves in their own most important d"ties 
and their reports receive that attenticn 
which they invariably do in the public service. 
As toa China line, as medical officer in 
charge of s.s. P——, I had one of the mates 
under treatment in his berth for inflammation 
of the liver, when the ill-bred captain sent him 
on duty on the bridge, June 16, 1887, at Port 
Said, without my knowledge or sanction, in the 
fierce heat of that tropical place, thereby 
degrading my position before the whole ship's 
company. Upon reporting the insult to the 
medical superintendent of the line, who was 
professionally and morally bound to support 
the ships’ surgeons under him, he said “ The 
ship’s surgeon has no status on board ship, anda 
very good thing he has not. Captain W. hasa 
right to order the officer to duty” ; although 
the Solicitor-general at Penang, to whom I 
officially referred the mattef, offered to bring 
an action against the captain in the Penang Court 
whilst his steamer was in harbour, for interfering 
with my duties. 


A UNION SANITARY INSPECTOR. 


These facts, I submit, point to the conclusion 
that the Union cannot trust to others to have 
ship sanitation performed, but ought, out of its 
large income, to employ a sanitary inspector 
of its, own—(cheers)—whose sanitary duties 
should be:—(1) To advise the Branch surgeons 
upon all practical matters connected with 
ship sanitation, such as the following:— 
Seamen’s rooms and their measurement, 
lighting, ventilation, drainage, dryness of crew 
spaces, analysis of drinking water brought to 
them from the ship’s tanks, analysis of. flour, 
biscuit, etc. ; also facts as to drying closets for 
wet clothes, lavatories, ironwork injurious to 
health, (2) To record instances of neglect on the 
part of the Board of Trade and the shipowners or 
the aboye matters for the annual medical report 
to Congress. (3) Toencourage the Branch sur« 
geons to hold ambulance classes for the men, the 
sanitary inspector to be present occasionally at 
the examination for certificates, to encourage 
Te-vaccination amongst the Branches. (4) To 
attend as sanitary delegate of the Union at all 
International Congresses. (5) Collect imporzant 
facts during the year for the annual report to be 
read at our seamen’s yearly Congress, also to read 
papers at British medical and lay societies. 
(6) To instruct and inform medical members of 
Parliament upon all subjects connected with ship 
sanitation, (7) To encourage Branch surgeons 
to maintain friendly relations with surgeons of 
ships, and urge them to organise into a Union. 
(8) To establish an Association of Surgeons of all 
the Branches of the Union, the Union surgeons 
meeting annuatly, when the great British 
Medical Association meets every year, to keep 
in touch with the profession. (9) To make 
arrangement with Branch officials for the pay- 
ment of beds in the local hospital for sick and 
injured members of every Branch. Lastly, to 
pay Surprise visits to seaport lodging-houses for 
seamen. A couple of hundred pounds a year and 


travelling expenses for such a sanitary inspe 
ctor 
would be A ieee 


A FLEA-BITE OUT OF THE INCOME 


mia Union. Twelve months surgeon of the 
- tle Branch, and experience at my dispensary 
or seamen’s wives and children, has opened my 
pa to the curse of drunkenness in our seamen, 
remen, and their wives! Thisdemon must be 
(Ch out or the British Union will go to pieces. 
St si, _ 1 may be something of an authority 
pe #8 point after 17 years’ medical officer in the 
Y, Most of that time surgeon to the Royal 
ngineers. This is a matter possessin g practical 
Hers hygiene. I want our members to form 
pass ry Eye two classes of drinkers, asin the 
Deh rue ngland Temperance Society, those 
and th nN take their glass of beer and keep sober, 
se who cannut be content with modera- 





tion without getting more or less intoxicated. 
Talk of your boasted liberty, freedom of action, 
and yet what percentage of our members yield 
to the 


TYRANNY OF INTOXICATING DRINK. 


The remedy is simple; establish fines for the 
drunkard, and have a stamp with the words “ total 
abstainer” to be stamped on the card of every 
teetotaler—should he get drunk, fine him too. 
The gulf between shipowner and seaman is widen- 
ing. Thesober-minded amongst us are filled with 
anxiety how to stop that fatal widening. One 
plank must be thrown across that gulf by us—by 
ourselves—and then the public, aye, the ship- 
owner too, will help us to complete the bridge. 
What is that plank? Is it not in the first rule 
in your book of rules—to go on board sober? 
Sobriety is the plank ! 


Mr. J. H. Wilson, general secretary, whilst 
agreeing with a large portion of what the 
Doctor had said, did not agree with it in its 
entirety. Ifthe shipowners desired to 


IMPROVE THE MORALS OF SAILORS 


and firemen, they must improve their surround- 
ings. He had always contended that as long as 
ever the present system of accommodation 
existed on board ship, they could not expect to 
have any better men than they had at the 
present time. Indeed, it was his great surprise 
that the sailors and firemen of the present day 
should really be the men they were under 
present conditions. (Hear, hear and applause.) 
The forecastles were small and badly lighted, 
while the ventilation was of the worst possible 
description. There was, at present, no means 
there of sitting down to have a comfortable 
meal. The food had to be carried from the 
galley to the forecastle, while they had to sit 
down on the edge of a bunk with their tin plate, 
and if they took the trouble they could count 
eyery dinner they had had for twelve or fourteen 
weeks previously, because they had not the 
opportunity or the proper accommodation to 
have the plates and tins cleaned. There was no 
time for doing so after they had done their 
work on deck. They had just time to rush, 
get the plate and go to the galley. Perhaps if 
they wished to get hot water to wash the plates 
from the cook it was not to be had, because the 
cook was preparing the dinner for the cabin. 
It was well known that the feeling was 


IF THE CABIN WAS ALL RIGHT 


the forecastle had got to be right whether it was 
right or not. (Applause.) As long as the men 
lived under such conditions as those, the 
responsibility of any leterioration or any 
drunkenness on the part of the men 


ENTIRELY RESTED WITH THE SHIPOWNERS 


themselves. He trusted that after the resolution 
was passed they would take steps to bring about 
a revolution in the accommodation on board 
ships. Nothing would satisfy him but to seea 
cabin for the sailors equal in size and comfort to 
to the cabin for the captain and officers. If it 
were necessary to have white table-cloths to 
make the captain and officers comfortable, then, 
he said, it was equally necessary that the sailor 
and fireman should have a white table-cloth on 
his table to: make him comfortable. If it were 
necessary on board ship to make the officers 
comfortable, that they should have a steward to 
wait on them, it was equally fiecessary that the 
sailors and firemen should have a steward to 
attend on themalso. (Applause.) He knew that 
the shipowners would say when they saw his 
remarks that he was going off his head. He 
was, however, going to continue to go off his 
head until they got better accommodation and 
means for the men to keep themselves clean. 
(Applause.) They 


COULD. NOT HAVE COMMON DECENCY 


on board a ship when a man wanted to change 
his clothes he had to do it in front of his mates. 
If a man was sick he had to be with his mates in 
the same forecastle, there being no proper 
accommodation in the way of a hospital, not 
even on board the Atlantic liners. In the finest 
of their ships crossing the Atlantic nothing but 
dens were provided for the men, and if on board 
such fine vessels such a state of matters existed, 
what would be the state of affairs on board the 





ordinary “ocean tramp” ?—simply abominable ! 
They would have to tell the shipowners that 
they would have to give something different in 
the future. The shipowners had made up their 
minds that they were quite happy under the 
present circumstances, but if the Union would 
work together the day was not far distant when 
either by force of the Union or legislative enact- 
ment, the shipowners would be compelled to 
provide them with proper accommodation. 

The resolution was put to the meeting and 
carried unanimously. 


FEDERATION OF UNIONS. 


Mr. J. Rodger, Liverpool, moved, “ That, in 
the opinion of this meeting, the time has arrived 
for the federation of all Seamen’s Unions, and 
instructs the Executive Council to proceed in the 
matter at the earliest possible moment, and the 
delegates present from New Zealand, Australia, 
the United States, and other foreign parts, be 
requested to bring the subject before their 
various Unions.” 

Mr. Jas. Bean, Wallsend, seconded, saying 
that if they could federate to maintain a fair rate 
of wages throughout the world there would be no 
fear of their going to stock the markets of other 
people. (Applause.) 

Mr. Phillips, Bristol, said that to-day British 
shipowners were laying up their property and 
chartering foreign vessels to do the work, and 
that meant no work for home seamen He 
asked them, therefore, to seriously consider the 
question, and endeavour to make matters so that 
British shipowners could not employ foreign 
ships to do British trade. 

Mr. A. Rutherford, North and South Shields, 
said it would be beneficial to have an inter- 
ternational federation. It was necessary that all 
bond fide Seamen’s Unions throughout the world 
should be united by a scheme of federation, 
drawn up, if possible, by the Executive Council, 
so that they might 


COMBAT THE INFLUENCE OF SHIPOWNERS, 


captains, and middlemen, who were doing their 
utmost at present to trample them under foot. 
If they could bring about federation with their 
international brothers, then they would have one 
of the strongest combinations in the world. 
(Applause.) It was their duty to bring about 
that most desirable federation with all seamen. 
The British shipowners had four-fifths of the 
carrying power of the world, and the speaker 
held that these four-fifths should compel the 
other fifth to do what was right and proper. If 
the British shipowners really wished to get a fair 
freight-rate, they could get it, and they would 
have the support of the men in getting that. 
(Applause. ) 

Mr. J. H. Wilson, general secretary, said that 
if they had a confederation of all the Unions at 
present in existence in California, Australia, and 
America, they could work with each other and 
try by every possible means to secure advances 
of wages, not in one country only, but in every 
country, and, if possible, secure a uniform rate 
of pay for sailors throughout the world. (Ap- 
plause.) If they were able to do that, they 
would do good to themselves and for the 
British shipowners as well, and if they 


COMPELLED THE BRITISH SHIPOWNERS 


to pay about 60 per cent. more for their labour 
than they were paid by the foreign shipowners, 
there could only be one result, and that was 
that the foreigners would be better able to com- 
bat the British shipowner, and as a result they 
might get a large amount of our carrying trade. 
He had discovered also that a large number of 
English shipowners were investing their money 
in foreign ships, and a large amount of the 
trade that ought to be done by vessels carrying 
the British flag was gradually being put into 
the hands of foreigners where British capital 
was invested. He thought that there ought to 
be no difficulty in passing the resolution for 
federation. He thought they ought all to be 
agreed upon that, but the question was the 
working of the federation to their satisfaction. 
He was speaking to some of the International 
delegates that morning about a system of col- 
lecting contributions, so that a sailor, no matter 
what part of the world he might be in, would 
be in a position to pay his contributions to his 
Union. Their friends saw some objections to 
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that, but a plan had been suggested that, say, 
were a member of the Californian Union to 
arrive in England, instead of compelling that 
man to join the Union here, they would take 
his card here and grant him an English one, and 
he would continue to pay his contributions into 
the English Union whilst sailing in an English 
ship. On the other hand, if one of the men in 
a home Union joined, say, in San Francisco, a 
vessel of that port, the same course could be 
adopted, the American Union receiving the 
English sailor’s contributions as the home 
Union did the American’s, An arrangement 
suitable to both 


HOME AND FOREIGN UNIONS 


could be arrived at as to dealing with arrears of 
members of the respective Unions before being 
taken into the foreign Union. With reference 
to federation in Continental ports, it was, he said, 
important that they should have Branches in 
the Continental ports where the foreign seamen 
had not sufficient strength to combat the 


OWNERS ON THE CONTINENT. 


If they were federated with the Union here, they 
could compel the foreign shipowners to pay the 
same rate of wages that the English shipowners 
paid. . (Applause.) Once they did that, they 
would stop the British capital from flowing into 
foreign channels and stop the foreign shipowners 
from cutting down the freights and getting a 
monopoly of the carrying trade, and they would 
by so doing do good to their foreign brother by 
securing for him the same wages as in England. 
He had no fear of men coming over in targe 
numbers to take away their trade. One oftheir 
brethren had said that they would come over 
here in large numbers, and that as it was, it was 
an utter impossibility fora man to get a ship. 
The speaker denied that, and said that there was 
a scarcity of men at the present time, and, in 
fact, at the very place where that brother came 
from, men could not be got 


FOR LOVE OR MONEY 


so much so that they had had to send men to 
that very port, so great was the demand and so 
small the supply at the place. He could say 
for the North of England that there was always 
a scarcity of men there. He had seen in Sun- 
derland and Shields when men could not be had, 
within the past month or two captains had to 
speak for men four or five days before the ship. 
Where the surplus of labour really existed, was 
in Liverpool, which was overstocked. Sailors 
should frequent some of the by-ports, and they 
would by so doing get better ships and better 
money too. It was the increase of wages that 
brought foreign seamen to this country, and if 
by federation the wages of the Continental sea- 
men were brought up they would not come to 
this country, but prefer staying with their own 
ships. (Applause.) 

Mr. Donnelly, Rotterdam, said that he could 
speak for all Dutchmen being willing to work 
heartily with the home Society. (Applause.) 
The Dutchmen thoroughly understood the busi- 
ness that was being discussed at the Congress, 
and were waiting to hear the result of the de- 
liberations as to the rules, Fears had been 
expressed that the foreigners would do a great 
amount of harm to them in England, but he had 
no such fear, for if they got 


A UNIFORM RATE OF PAY 


the foreigner would not come to this country as 
he would have as good wages in his own ships. In 
Antwerp a grievance existed because a number 
of English scabs had found their way there and 
taken the bread out of their mouth, and the 
Antwerp sailors wanted the assistance of the 
home Union to drive these English people 
back to England. (Laughter, and applause.) 

Mr. McGregor, New York, supported the 
resolution, and said that he could speak for his 
Yankee brethren being willing to aid the British 
seamen in all that tended to improve their 
position, and they longed all for the day when 
‘Man to man the world o’er shall brithers be and 
a’ that.” (Applause.) 

Mr. Shields, Southampton, supported the 
resolution. 

The Chairman explained that the object of the 
resolution was to form an offensive and defensive 
alliance one with the other for the carrying out 
of a common principle. 





The resolution was carried by acclamation, 
three cheers being lustily given for “ our foreign 
friends,” 

THE TOWER HILL BRANCH. 


The Chairman stated that he had received a 
letter from Mr. G. Irvine, regarding the accusa- 
tions of receiving money from shipowners, and 
wishing proofs of the accusations to be produced 
to him at the meeting, which he also wished to 
address. It was, however, agreed that the letter 
merely lie on the table, ample opportunity 
having been already given for any explanations 
that the accused could make on the previous 
day. 4 


ADDRESS BY MR. CUNNINGHAME GRAHAM, M.P. 


Mr. Cunninghame Graham, M.P., next ad- 
dressed the Congress. The reason that 
aship crossed the sea was to make profits forsome 
set of shipowners or shareholders in some special 
portion of the world. As a practical man 
speaking to the men who sweat in the stokehole, 
lay out on the yardarm in dirty weather, who 
stood freezing at the helm, or broiled in the 
tropics, he wanted to ask them whet share they 
(the crew) had in those profits which the ship 
was going to gain for the certain shareholders, 
or for the certain shipping company. He knew 
that 

A SAILOR’S LIFE 


was a dog’s life, and he sincerely wished none of 
them would ever go to sea again, but those who 
did go to sea he would advise to debate in the 
fo’castle, “ What part or parcel have I sailing in 
this ship more to do with the profits that she is 
earning than a mere machine?” ‘When I have 
exhausted my life, 40 or 50 years going to sea, 
in order to make profits for a shipping company, 
am I likely to retire with any of that profit 
sticking to my hands, or my children’s, or is it 
going to remain as it did at first, in the pockets 
of the shipowners and shareholders?” That 
was the problem that he wished them to discuss. 
He did not believe in the fusion of oil and 
vinegar ; he did not believe in the identity of 
the interests of the shipping owner and the 
seamen and the firemen. (Applause.) How 
was it possible for two bodies of men, one wish- 
ing to obtain a thing cheaply, and the other 
wishing to sell dearly the same thing—labour— 
to become identical? If they succeeded in 
raising wages in one portion of the world they 
removed a. certain amount of pressure from the 
wage-earning population in Great Britain, and 
in that would be found the whole problem. 
(Applause.) 


A UNIFORM RATE OF WAGES, 


Mr. McGovern, Bootle, moved: “ That in the 
opinion of this meeting a uniform rate of wages 
is desirable throughout the United Kingdom.” 
He said that they should do all in their power 
to obtainsuch arate. (Applause.) 

Mr. Stanley, Bristol, seconded. 

Mr. Campbell, Burntisland, said that local 
boats sailed for smaller wages than the outside 
boats, and he thought it was highly desirable to 
prevent such a state of matters, and make the 
wages equalall round. (Applause.) 

Mr. Jas. Cathey, Sunderland, thought £4 15s. 
a month should be the uniform rate of pay, 
and having obtained that, then they could go in 
and try to make it more. (Applause.) 

Mr. Nicholson, Newport, could not see why 
the rate of wages should not be as high as 


£5 A MONTH 


for both firemen and sailors throughout the 
United Kingdom. ns 

Mr. J. H. Wilson, general secretary, said that 
while it was desirable that there should be a 
uniform rate, it was another matter to put it 
into force, 

The resolution was then put and agreed to 
unanimously. 

A DRAFT PROVISION SCALE. 

Mr. H. Friend, North of England Sailors’ and 
Seagoing Firemen’s Association, moved “That 
it be an instruction to the Executive Council to 
draft a provision scale, and submit it to all the 
Branches for amendment or approval, in order 
that a Bill may be drafted to give effect to the 
requirements of seamen.” 

r. A. Rutherford, North of England Sailors’ 
and Seagoing Firemen’s Association, seconded, 





and the resolution was agreed to without dig. 
cussion. 


CO-OPERATION IN COLLECTING CONTRIBUTIONS, 


Mr. Friend next moved, “ That instructions be 
given to all Branch secretaries to receive con. 
tributions from members of the North of Eng. 
land Sailors’ and Firemen’s Association, and the 
Hull Seamen and Marine Firemen’s Association, 
the receipts to be forwarded to the respective 
Societies in due course, and the duplicate books 
to be forwarded at the end of each quarter to the 
said Societies, and the Executive to hold itself 
responsible for all moneys taken on behalf of 
the above Societies.” 

Mr. A. Rutherford having seconded, it was 
unanimously agreed to, 


EIGHT HOURS DAY FOR SEAMEN. 


Mr. A. Flay, Liverpool, moved “ That this 
meeting of delegates of the National Amalga. 
mated Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union consider 
the time has now arrived when an eight hours 
working day should be made legal by an Act 
of Parliament, and we urge upon the Executive 
Committee the necessity of bringing this under 
the notice of the Parliamentary Committee of 
the Trades Union Congress at the earliest 
possible opportunity.” 

Mr. Rodger, Liverpool, seconded. 

Mr. John Nicholson, Newport, supported the 
resolution. 

Mr. j. H. Wilson, general secretary, said he 
would support the resolution if the words 
“applied to seamen and made legal” were 
inserted in the resolution, This having been 
oo to by the mover and seconder, Mr, 
Wilson stated that he was a great advocate for 
an eight hours working day, but he believed that 
there were trades to which it could not be 
applied. That was not so in their case, how- 
ever, for there was no trade where thecight hours 
working day could be better applied than to the 
seafaring community. Ever since there were 
ships there had been the 


FOUR HOURS ON AND FOUR HOURS OFF 


system. That might be all very good in the 
days when a sailing ship took from two months 
to two years to do a voyage, and when it got 
into the trade winds and fine weather the men 
could all go to sleep with the exception of the 
man at the wheel. In these present days, when 
six months had been reduced to six weeks fora 
voyage, it meant that a man had 18 or 19 hours’ 
work with an hour or two's sleep between. 
Besides, ships were now seriously undermanned. 
The only remedy for the present state of 
matters was to apply the eight hours working 
day to seamen and firemen. He believed in it 
being done by Parliament. The men who had 
made the laws at present in force made it by 
Act of Parliament, and under the existing state 
of matters the men could be called upon to 
work even 24 hours a day. He knew of cases, 
too, where a man was taken before a ship- 
owning magistrate and sentenced to imprison 
ment for 


REFUSING TO BE OVERWORKED. 


(“Shame.”) The way to remedy that was to 
alter the present state of things by Act ot 
Parliament, andin getting that Act of Parlia- 
ment he did not counsel the Union to do it 
themselves for themselves, but to join in the 
general movement of the trades throughout the 
country, and get the Act to apply all round as 
far as possible. Otherwise the Union would 
have to fight one of the greatest labour battles 
ever fought in the country. By insisting om 
Parliament passing an Act generally affecting 
the trades whose support they would get, the 
eight hours working day would become all 
accomplished fact for the hard-worked seafaring 
community. Applause.) 

The Chairman wished to explain personally, 
that as he did not believe in the benefit to be 
obtained by Parliamentary interference with 


the hours of labour, he would not feel himself 


committed to Parliament interfering with thesé 
hours by‘the resolution being carried. Hitherto 
he had been opposed to it, and until he saw 
further reasons than had yet been advanced, he 
should continue in that frame of mind. He thea 
put the resolution to the meeting, which wa 
carried by acclamation. 
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CRIMPING IN FOREIGN PORTS. 


Mr. P. Carlin, Glasgow, moved: “ That in 
the opinion of this meeting the time has arrived 
for the Executive Council to bring under the 
notice of the marine legislators of this country 
the obnoxious system of crimping as practised 
in the British Consul offices in foreign ports,” 

Mr. Douglas, Tidal Basin, London, seconded. 

Mr. Donnelly, Rotterdam, said he was struck 
while working on the Continent with the system 
of crimping adopted. A man there, with the 
shipping master, shipowner or consul, had no 
freedom of contract whatever. The methods 
adopted to entice men on board vessels were of 
the vilest description, and were carried out 


UNDER THE EYES OF THE BRITISH CONSULS. 


In Antwerp he had seen in the British 
Consul’s office, that they had managed to get 
stuck up there a notice that the shipping fees 
charged for the port were tos. He held that 
to be extortionate either for shipping or paying 
of. The men did not object to a reasonable 
thing, if it went to the Board of Trade as it did 
in this country before, but abroad it went to the 
benefit of the shipping masters. It was the 
interest, he held, of both owners and men to have 
this matter put right, and steps should be taken 
to bring the matter under the notice of the 
Board of Trade here, in order to have the Consul 
offices abroad put on the ‘same footing as at 
home, where no third part was allowed to 
intervene between the owner and the man in 
the contract. (Applause.) 

Captain Waterhouse, Pacific Coast Seamen’s 
Union, described 


SOME OF THE HORRORS OF THE SYSTEM 
as he had seen it, poor Jack getting always the 
worst of the contract. In some cases the 


manner of filling up the articles after they 
were signed by the seamen was of the most 


: heartless and wicked description, the men often 


finding out that they arrived home with £3 or 
£4 in cases where they sheuld have had £20. 
In putting down that system, he said that it 
would require the united energies of every 
seamaninthe world. He held that by co-opera- 
tion this could be done all over, as it had 
been already done here and there in part. 
(Applause.) Knowing that that system was at 
the bottom of their troubles on the Pacific 
coast, they had 


RESOLVED TO PUT IT DOWN, 


but that was an end to be accomplished not 
without a struggle. (Hear, hear.) Still they 
would do it, and must do it, if the seaman was 
to gain his own share, small as it was, of 
the profit which his hard labour went to make. 
(Applause. ) 

The resolution was put to the meeting and 
carried unanimously. 

The Congress then adjourned till 9 o'clock 
the following (Thursday) morning, 


GLASGOW BRANCH BANQUET. 


The banquet given by the members of the 
Glasgow Branch of the Seamen’s and Firemen’s 
Union to the delegates in attendance at the 
Congress took place in the Waterloo Rooms on 
Wednesday evening. The chair was taken by Mr. 
Chisholm Robertson, who was accompanied to the 
platform by Mr. S. Plimsoll. Mr. George Howell, 

ia Mr. Cunninghame Graham, P., Dr. 
Leet, Liverpool; Messrs. J. H. Wilson, Archd. 
Cowie, W. M. Maxwell, Councillor Tait, Glasgow ; 
T. W. Brown, solicitor; J. D. Boyd, J. M. 
England, R. A. Rennie, solicitor, Glasgow Branch ; 
McGhie, Hodge, Hunter, and Brodie, vice-presi- 
dent of the Trades Council, Glasgow; McGregor, 

ew York; etc., etc. 
dinner, which was served in a style that 
Teflected much credit on the hospitality of the 

Glasgow Branch, 

5 The Chairman, in welvoming the delegates, 
niefly reviewed the proceedings of the Congress, 
Pe told the meeting that no one, they could 
pend upon it, outside their own ranks would 
po forward to aid them so long as they did not 
show themselves that they were desirous of an 
improvement in their condition. (Cheers.) They 
a1 much on public platforms about the unity 
labour and capital, but there was no unity 
ween labour and capital. They had been 





always opposed to each other. (Hear, hear.) 
They also heard about the desire of shipowners, 
mineowners, and men owning large industrial 
concerns to meet with their workmen from time 
to time to talk with them in a conciliatory 
manner. It was 


ALL FUDGE AND BUNKUM. 


(Cheers.) He was that day present at a meeting 
of coalmasters’ and miners’ delegates, and he had 
to tell the masters that that was the last Con- 
ference that ev rhe would take part in. The only 
argument masters would listen to was force, not 
reason. (Cheers.) He was glad to see that 
firemen and seamen, who, it was believed by 
some, it would be impcssible to organise, had 
taken the work in their own hands and had 
advanced their position almost beyond tht of 
any other class of workers in the country. 
(Cheers.) He concluded by welcoming them to 
the City of Glasgow as a trustee of the Branch 
of the Union founded in the city. 
He then proposed the health of Her Majesty 
the Queen — (cheers) — as a woman, as & 
sovereign, and as the representative of an 
Executive Authority which they wished they 
could make better. 

The toast was duly honoured. 

Mr. Rennie, in proposing the “ Houses of 
Parliament,” said that he would not say anything 
about the House of Lords, and with regard to 
the House of Commons, there were many 
things to reform in all spheres of society, and in 
connection with seamen and firemen, there were 
not fewer than in any other. Alluding to the 
extansion of the provisions of the Employers’ 
Liability Act to seamen he said that previous to 
1880, the state of the law was that a man who 
received injuries through the fault of an over- 
seer had no claim against an employer for damage 
in respect of those injuries. The Act provided, 
among other things, that where an overseer, 
through his earelessness or that of those 
under him, caused injuries to a workman, the 
workman was entitled to compensation from the 
employer; butat the end of that Act the clause 
was introduced “this Act shall not apply to sea- 
men.” It seemed to him that the addition of 
that clause was simply made through 


THE INFLUENCE OF SHIPOWNERS, 


(Cheers.) He asked in connection with what 
sphere of labour were there more accidents than 
happened with seamen and firemen? And when 
other branches of industry could receive compen- 
sation for injuries, was it fair that their wives 
and families should be allowed to go on the 
streets and starve? (Cheers.) He ventured to 
think that Mr. Wilson, when he got into Parlia- 
ment, would devote his energies to such a desir- 
able reform as this. (Cheers.) 

The toast was drunk with enthusiasm. 

Mr. Howell, M.P., in response, said: Mr. 
Chairman and Gentlemen, as two names are 
down to respond to this toast I beg leave to ask 
my friend, Mr. Cunninghame Graham, to reply 
for the House of Lords. (Laughter and cheers.) 
With regard to the House of Commons let me 
say that it is one of the easiest things in the 
world for men who have no respect for the con- 
stitutional privileges that we enjoy to sneer at 
the House of Commons. But whenever I hear 
men sneering at the House of Commons, the 
first question that occurs to my mind is this, 
What are you going to put in its place? (Hear, 
hear.) The House of Commons represents at 
avy rate a constitutional priuciple in this country 
and all over the world. (Hear, hear.) And I 
care not—and I speak with as advanced opinions 
in this matter as you, Mr, Chairman, or any 
member in this hall—I care not where you seek 
for it, the British House of Commons with all 
its faults represents the constitutional 


PRINCIPLES OF LIBERTY AND FREEDOM 


as much as any similar assembly in the world. 
(Hear, hear, and cheers.) Of course the House 
of Commons is not a perfect institution, but it 
is growing more and more perfect, whatever 
others may say to the contrary, and it will grow 
more and more perfect just in proportion as the 
constituencies of the United Kingdom know 
their power and know what they want. (Cheers. ) 
The House of Commens has been described 
very often asa rich man’s club. It might be. I 
am not a rich man, and cannot say in what 
respect it might beso, To meitis a working 





(Cheers.) . 








house, and I think I can almost agree witha 
member who sits on the opposite side of the 
House from me, who described his position there 
as one of “four years with hard labour.” 
(Laughter.) When a man attends to his duty 
in the House of Commons it is hard labour. We 
have no eight hours’ system in vogue there. 
(Laughter.) I attend the Honse of Commons 
as regularly as most men, and all through the 
last session, and my health was not of the best, 
I was only absent an entire day. (Cheers.) During 
that time my hours averaged more than eight, 
more than nine—I don't think ten or eleven 
would square the account allthrough. But then 
it is not merely the hours, one has to 


LISTEN TO DRY DEBATES 


as well as the most intelligent debates. It is the 
work you have to do in Committee. I have had 
a fair share of Committee work, and the man who 
wishes to do his duty must take his fair share 
of Committee work. A man who is a member of 
Parliament has to keep pace with the Parlia- 
mentary literature of the day. I fancy some of 
you will be rather startled when I tell you 
what that means. In 1886, the Parliamentary 
publications through which our members are 
supposed to wade only amounted to 92 columns, . 
or 65,000 pages. Next year it was 75,000 pages, 
and from the end of 1887 till now the average 
have been over 80,000 pages of closely printed 
matter. To get through that every year is no 
small thing. (Hear, hear.) I tried it once, and 
I don’t think I shall ever try it again. (Laughter.) 
A man who is long in Parliament gets to shirk- 
ing a good deal of the work. Without saying I 
shall shirk my work for the future, I shall 
certainly shirk a good deal of my work in the 
Parliamentary Blue Books, for having got 
through them once [ know where to find what I 
want agair, A man gets to know that when he has 
been in the House three or four years. It is not 
the number of hours—it is not the literature—it 
is not the Committee work which is of the most 
concern, but the Parliament of Britain has to 


LEGISLATE FOR OVER 300 MILLIONS 


of people, and one way or another, laws have to 
be framed, and things have to be done which are 
more or less for the benefit or advantage of these 
ple. Of course some portions of them are 
able to look after themselves well, like Australia 
and the North American Colonies, but others 
are not so able to doso, like the Indian countries, 
A member of Parliamert has to see how this Act 
of the Government or that Act of the Govern- 
ment will affect the welfare, not merely of the 
86 or 37 millions of Great Britain, but the 
millions outside in the other portions of the 
British Kmpire. (Hear, hear.) We are told 
about obstruction. I am not going to defend it. 
I am not an obstructionist, have never been one, 
and never will be. I want to see good laws 
passed. (Cheers.) Ido not care by what Go- 
vernment. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) When I 
see a bad law sought to be passed I will resist 
it, no matter whether on my side of the House 
or the other side. (Cheers.) Obstruction is 
principally heard of in connection with 


THE VOTING AWAY OF MONEY, 


Over the voting of money there is some chance 
of making speeches that could not be made in 
any other way, but that is the fault of the 
system more than anything else. There is so 
much to do that should be done by local authori- 
ties rather than by the Imperial Parliament, that 
there are not the same facilities for discussion, 
With regard to the non-inclusion of 


SEAMEN IN THE EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY BILL, 


that was not my fault, and it certainly was not 
the fault of other members in the House of 
Commons, who are called the labour members, 
(Cheers.) The man who first moved the 
Employers’ Liability Bill, and did most indi- 
vidually to get it passed, was an old friend of 
mine, well-known in Glasgow for many years, 
Alexander Macdonald, the representative of the 
miners. (Cheers.) I may tell the chairman that 
Alexander Macdonald never had a notion that 
the seamen would not be included. None of us 
had. I was acting as ne secretary 
at this time in trying to pass through this Bill, 
and I never anticipated that the seamen would 
be left outside. 
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Mr. Plimsoll: I want to say that when this 
Bill was before the House I moved that seamen 
should be included in its provisions—(cheers)— 
and my motion was resisted by Robert Lowe 
and defended by him. 

Mr. Howell: An old friend of mine, who 
ought to have Leen known to every member of 
this Congress—I mean Thomas Burt (cheers)— 
from the first time it was proposed to exclude 
seamen from the Bill did his best to get them 
included. I hope that we will get that done 
when the Bill comes on for discussion on the next 
occasion. (Luud cheers.) I don’t thivk that the 
Government can resist it. They might resist it 
had you not such 


A MAGNIFIVENT UNION 


called into existence. (Cheers.) Now it matters 
not what Government is in power. (Hear, 
hear.) The Government in power will consider 
any association whose votes can help them. 
(Cheers.) I can only say, with regard to the 
House of Commons, that whenever a measure is 
brought forward in a way to present its best’ 
aspects to the House, the member introducing it 
generally obtains a very fair hearing. Say what 
we will about it it is one of the most democratic 
assemblies in the world. They may be opp2sed 
to you, you may tread on their cornsin a delicate 
kind of way, but if you fight fairly, don’t hit 
below the belt, and are persistent in your work, 
the chances are that you may be able to carry 
your object to a successful issue, and I hope and 
trust that during the next session we may be 
able 
TO SEE SEAMEN INCLUDED 


in the Employers’ Liability Bill that is now to 
be carried, and I also hope that with the aid of 
Mr. Plimsoll and your Union we will be able, 
what we could not do this year, to carry the 
measure for the prevention of deck-loading. 
(Loud cheers.) 

Mr. Cunninghame Graham, who was re- 
ceived with cheers, said: —It seems that 
some men are born to honour, and that others 
have honour thrust upon them. In this case the 
honour has been thrust on me, not with my own 
wish, of responding for the House of Lords. 
(Laughter.) It is an honour, I may say, that 
might be as well done justice to in the breach as 
in the observance—(laughter)—but having. had 
it put on me somewhat surreptitiously by my 
colleague, I shall take leave to’preach to you 
something from the text he has furnished. I do 
not take the same view of the House of 
Commons as Mr. Howell. I think the ship is 
good enough, but itis the fellows that are in her, 
(Laughter.) I do not say anything against the 
institution of Parliament, for I believe that the 
ingenuity of man has not been able to frame a 
more practical way in which men could delegate 
their authority than to a House of Commons of 
some sort or other; but that the House of 
Commons is in any respect representative of the 
300 millions of citizens of the British Empire 
seems to me to be 


THE VERY WILDEST DREAM 


that could possibly be imagined. (Loud cheers.) 
We know that we are citizens of the greatest 
Empire of modern times, an Empire on which the 
sun never sets, and in which the sweater is always 
ovcupied—(laughter and cheers)—and that is 
very right. We know that our output of wealth 
per man is perhaps higher than any other empire 
in the world, with thesingle exception of the New 
England States of North America, but in spite 
of all that, out of these 300 millions of men, the 
rich men of the population bear about the same 
ratio to the generality of the people as the tall 
trees do to the small hedge plants that form 
the fence. (Loud cheers.) Therefore, I say that 
while the House of Commons represents wealth, 
land, law, medicine, science and luxury, that 
House can in no way be representative of the 
great bulk of the British people. (Cheers.) 
What is the whole theory of representation ? 
The theory of representation is, if | am correct 
in my diagnosis, that the man who represents 
should be in some respects the type of the 
people represented. (Hear, hear.) If 1 repre- 
sent the furnacemen of Coatbridge, can the 
rich shipowners represent the men they sweat 
and send to sea in their 


COFFIN SHIPS? 
Can the railway shareholders represent the 





signalmen and other men on the line working 16 
or 18 hoursaday? Can the rich pit owners of 
Lanarkshire and Stirlingshire represent the 
miners working in their pits? If representation 
really means that the representative is to be some 
faint reflex of the personal feeling of the electors, 
then I say that at present the House of Com- 
mons, as a representative assembly, is a mere farce. 
(Loud cheers.) Cobbett, in his English Gram- 
mar, in defining a noun of multitude, illustrated 
it thus—“ House of Commons—den of thieves.” 
(Laughter.) As to whether it is a den of thieves 
I will nos enter thisevening, but as my task is 
rather to reply for the House of Lords than 
for the House of Commons, I will direct my 
remarks for a minute or two to that institu- 
tion. I am not in favour of a hereditary 
Legislature any more than I would bein favour 
of a hereditary dentist or a hereditary chiropo- 
dist, (Laughter.) Dentistry and chiropody are 
only to be gained by practice, and cannot be left 
by father to son. But, taking the two assemblies 
as they are to-day, and looking to the fund of 
sympathy which is sometimes displayed by these 
two assemblies towards the working classes, and 
having sat, as I sat, day after day during the 
sitting of the 


LORDS COMMITTEE ON SWEATING, 


I will boldly commit myself to this statement, 
that the witnesses were more fairly examined, 
and a better case was presented by the House of 
Lords than could have been presented by the 
House of Commons, in which, there are ten 
chances to one, the rich capitalists would have got 
themselves inserted on purpose to twist and dis- 
tort the claims of the workers, and most of them 
being employers, they would have used their in- 
flaence to jerrymander and deceive, and to 
misrepresent the real case that came from the 
otber fourth of the free and Uhristian citizens of 
the Empire of Great Britain. (Loud cheers.) 
I have said that the ship is all right and 
seaworthy. What you have to do is to 
change the crew and to send on _ board 
“ before-the-masters” like Mr. Wilson. (Loud 
cheers.) That is to say, if you are in earnest 
with your Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union, you 
want some practical man who can stand up 
and say to those who misrepresent your case in 
the House of Commons, “That is a lie.” 
(Cheers.) What the House of Commons needs 
after all is practical men speaking on practical 
points, and when you send such men as your re- 
presentatives you will get justice, and not till 
then. (Loudcheers.) You will find yourselves 
engaged ina great struggle yet. We hear every 
day of the protection of free labour, of the 


FEDERATION OF THE SHIPOWNERS 


of Great Britaiu, with the object of breaking up 
the Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union. (‘ Never.”) 
It may be that when these two forces come face 
to face you will want the aid of the House of 
Commons. The shipowners will endeavour as 
other employers of labour have always en- 
deavoured to doin the like cases, to goad you 
to resist the forces of law and order, and then 
the police and then the soldiers will be hurled 
against you in the same way that they would 
have been hurled against the dockers of Liver- 
pool if it had not been for those who led them. 
(Hear, hear, and cheers.) That will be the 
occasion, should the occasion ever arise, when 
you will want the assistance of the House of 
Commons. When you go back to your respec- 
tive districts, speak to your men, place the case 
fairly before them, tell them to lay aside the 
false distinctions of race and creed, the infinite 
littlenesses that have kept them apart—let every 
seaman and every fireman vote straight for the 
man and no other who will uphold the Seamen’s 
and Firemen’s 


UNION AGAINST ALL COMERS, 


and strengthen the hands of every Union in the 
Kingdom. (Loud cheers.) 

The Chairman proposed “The Lord Provost, 
Magistrates, and Town Council of Glasgow,” 
which was drunk enthusiastically.” 

Councillor Tait,in reply, informed the meeting 
that some of the members of the Council had 
been returned on a complete labour platform, 
though they were not strong enough to put 
their “platform” into practical operation. 
(Cheers.) 





MR. PLIMSOLL ON THE UNION, 


Mr, Plimsoll, on rising to propose the toast 
of the “National Amalgamated Seamen and 
Firemen’s Union of Great Britain,” was recvived 
with hearty and protracted cheering, On its 
subsiding, he said : [f I were a seaman or fireman 
I would want to belong to a Union, and J would 
attach myself to the strongest Union that existed, 
(Cheers.) If I found that there were other 
Unions of the same kind I would try to get them 
amalgamated, and if I found that any Union wag 
more anxious to promote the cause of individuals 
than it was to promote the cause of the seamen 
as a whole 1 would put my foot on it. (Cheers, 
Let every seaman or fireman, whether he attaches 
himself to your number or to a bogus Union, 
belong at all events to some Union, because if he 
joins the wrong one he is pretty sure to find his 
way to the right oue at last. (Cheers.) You 
ean do 

NOTHING WITHOUT UNION, 


I have been fighting the battle of the seamen 
for more than 20 years, and when I had ve 

little support. (Loud cheers.) In fact, I had 
none for a while till I was joined by the then 
Lord Shaftesbury, who has gone from us, and 
afterwards by my friend, Mr. Howell, and then 
we made a stouter fight. (Cheers.) I had no 
fewer than twelve libel actions against me, and 
old Mr. Whalley, the member for Peterborough, 
wondered how I could slezp at nights with them 
hanging over my head, (Laughter.) However, 
I slept, and I am living tdi this day. (Cheers) 
Then came a long interregnum of apparent inac- 
tion, and we brooded over the subject and got 
informatioa north, south, east and west, little 
knowing how it was to be used, until at last—a 
thing I always thought was impossible—there 
was a Union of seamen sprang into. existence, 
and accordingly last year I had the opportunity 


of attending the Congress of the Association, | 


and saw to my surprise the dimensions to which 
it had attained. We found that all the years 
had not been lost. (Cheers.) We got a great 
deal of information, and I was able to address 
meeting after meeting in Wales last year with 
accurate matter and full information. It is not 
for me to say anything more than that the result 
has been that from that day to this we have 
never looked behind, and have made 


GREAT PROGRESS. 


(Cheers.) I said to you people in Cardiff Jait 
year, that if we carried what we were aiming at 
in the next Session of Parliament, I would 
invite everyone of you tocome and dine witb me 
at my expense at the next place of meeting. And 
I depended on you all to do all in your power to 
enable me to redeem that pledge. (Loud cheers.) 
We were not content then, and as soon as we 
got that, we went into sundry other things, and 
we got the very important matter, the engage- 
ment by the First Lord of the Admiralty, totr.at 
chemically all beef and pork that was to b» sold 
afterwards, and that engagement has been ful- 
filled. (Loud cheers.) Hansard quotes some 
of the speeches, question and answer, but not all, 
I found out who was the editor who had to 
make the selection, Mr. Walpole, and I went to sea 
him. I had the quesiions I wanted inserted into 
Hansard, and any one who refers to it will see 
that it is a binding engagement on the Admiralty 
of this or any other Government, that may 
come into power, that they shall not add to the 
disease and death of our mercantile marine by 
selling to them thisecarrion. (Loud cheers.) We 
also got two or three other things that we wante 
and that I have not time to speak of. I was up in 
Sunderland a few months ago on your business. 
Mr, Wilson favoured me with his company 10 
the hotel, and asked if we could not go and 
see some of the ships lying at the docks, and the 
sort of accommodation provided for the men. We 
found the accommodation that I described yester- 
day, and therefore I need not describe it to 
night—it was 


SIMPLY FILTHY AND ABOMINABLE. 


(Hear, hear.) I would like to tick off the name 
of some persons I know who wear fine broad- 
cloth and button-hole flowers in their coats, and 
send tham to Callao or Lima in one of those 
ships. (Cheers.) I think if they came. 09 

alive they would be in a frame of mind that 
would be more favourable to conversion to more 
reasonable views on the subject. (Loud cheers.) 
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] found the men’s berths choked with paint, 
cables, &c. Ifa man went to sleep there at four 
o'clock and was wakened at five his head 
would besplitting with the fumes of the volatile 
oils from the things round about him and within 
twelve inches of his nose while he was asleep. 
Cheers.) I am not connected with the executive 
ofthis Association—my department is to try and 
romote your interests in Parliament—but if I 
might suggest anything it would be this, that 
there should be a systematic survey of our coal- 
laden boats, to see the accommodation which 
Christian shipowners think to be good enough 
for living-men, and that someone should be 
i to make this examination. I do not 
say who should make this examination, but I say 
that someone or other, or two in combination, 
should set their heads together and do something 
in this direction. If one undertakes it his 
authority is hkely to be called in question, but if 
a concerted effort is made to ascertain the 
conditions in which English 
SHIPOWNERS WHO LIVE AT HOME AT EASE 


think it fit that the men who earu their wealth 
should live in; it would be shown that shipowners 
place seamen in hovels they would not put 
their pigs in. (Hear, hear.) If the thing was 
properly investigated we should rapidly fiad our 
way to a remedy. (Cheers.) We have our 
lodging houses inspected under authority, and 
so much cubic feet of air allowed for, I do not 
say that sailors are more important than any 
other class, but they are certainly not less im- 
¢ than any other, and their comfort and 

well-being should be more important than the 
care of vagabonds and thieves. (Loud cheers.) 

The toast was drunk with acclamation. 

Mr, J, H. Wilson, general secretary, who met 
with a very hearty reception, responded. He 
ssid: Mr. Chairman, gentlemen, and fellow dele- 
getes, I have been asked to-night to respond to 
‘the toast of our Union, which has been so ably 
put by our good friend Mr, Plimsoil. I am sure 
that after what has taken place this week there 
is not delegate at this conference who has 
nob got the greatest amount of confidence in 
their Unions. We have gained much by our 
Unions, and we have much more to gain. (Cheers.) 
I would always like to impress on the minds of 
_— what has been the cause of the failur 
t) 

|. (SBAMEN’S UNIONS OF THE PAST. 


Remember that your organisation is not the first 
one of the kind that has been formed in this 
ore in. connection with seamen, In the year 
e seamen of this country had a very large 
and magnificent organisation, not quite so strong 
as ours,’ but financially very strong, and that 
Union, if itt had gone on the right lines—if the 
government of the Union had been perfect, 
there would not have been our Union to-day— 
the old-one of 1851 would have been to the fore. 
it we have got to consider is this—to steer 
cleat of the rocks on which the old Unions 
stranded, and the only way in which 
ee can maintain. the Union is by 
loyalty to the government of the Union, No 
oubt at’ times you will not be able to agree 
ih the government of the Union—it is not to 
ig you should; we cannot all think 
ke. Perhaps the Executive Council are of 
opinion that the ship should be steered on a 
pr course, and you think she should be 
oat sh aa ante to the wee li every 
ne Wa: © command of the vessel 
will find that you will be 7 


“8S of oc ON THE ROOKS, 
and that the pirates will come on board and clear 


You otit, (Cheers.) You know who I mean by the 
a (Cheers.) Therefore I urge you at all times 
Youhs ent to the government of your Union. 
fae pportunity at the end of each year 
yard ave the opportunity this year to remodel 
"government. If those who are in power at 
ome +i not to Pig satisfaction you have the 
aioe Temove them now, but while these men 
wai Paresh implore you, every sailor and fire- 
Ittheydo Ways obedient to that government. 
whichane what is wrong you have proper means, 
to book. iat ‘forth by your rules, to bring them 
the Vain, - S8* ou all to support the officers of 
; * Do not listen to the clap-trap of in- 
bricks Plea who are always ready to throw 
ters naae leaders and to blacken their charae- 
to'steal away the confidence of the 





men. Every member of the Union has power by 
the rules to inspect the books and accounts at 
any time, and on that score there should be no 
dissatisfaction in a Union which is governed on 
the principles on which our Union is governed. 
That 

WE HAVE ALL PULLED TOGETHER 


isprettyevident. If wehadnot done soour Union 
would not have been in the position that it is in 
to-day. (Loud cheers.) It has been a hard 
fight for the leaders of the Union. Some of us 
have to do work which has perhaps been 
a little harder than we anticipated, but, neverthe- 
less, the work is done, and it is for you to main- 
tain every inch of ground that you have got. 
Do not be afraid of shipowners’ or any other 
Federations —(hear, hear) —or any other Union of 
owners that may be established. Stand by 
your ship -the Union. You have a good ship, 
and we have a very good skipper in Mr. Plimsoll. 
(Loud cheers.) I am delighted we have such a 
skipper as Mr. Plimsoll, and that ought to give 
confidence to every member of the Union, as 
Mr. Plimsoll would not identify himself with a 
bogts Union that was not based on an honest 
and good foundation. (Loud cheers.) There is 


A GLORIOUS FUTURE 

for the seafaring community, and Iam more 
hopeful for the seamen and tiremen than I have 
been, when I see delegates from California 
and various other of the United States, and from 
the Continent present at our annual meeting 
this year. (Cheers.) It only remains for you to 
work together with a will, and I feel sure the 
victory will rest with the Union. (Loud 
eheers.) 

Mr. T. W. Brown proposed “The Visiting 
Brethren of Kindred Societies.” After alludin 
to the phenomenal origin of the Union, an 
giving various reasons for the failure of 
previous efforts at organisation, he went on. to 
say that the National Union had developed 
into an International Union of all the seamen 
and firemen in the world. (Loudcheers.) ‘The 
National Union was a success, but the Inter- 
national Union would be a bigger success. The 
National Union would be hampered unless it 
became International, and included not only 
those who had come forward on the present 
occasion, but 


ALL SBAMEN OF THE CIVILISED WORLD. 


(Cheers.) They would go shoulder to shoulder 
in supporting and enforcing the claims which 
labour had, and was determined to have, to a 
share of the riches of the world—those riches 
that had been monopolised by capital, in ne 
case more than in that of the sailor—and in 
obtaining such a share as would enable him to 
live, which he never had yet, but would have in 
coming years with the assistance of his foreign 
brethren. (Loud cheers.) 

The toast was enthusiastically honoured. 

Mr. McGregor, New York, and Mr. Furnuseth, 
San Francisco, in eloquent speeches, expressed 
delight with the manner in which they had 
been received by the Congress, and their offers 
of assistance had been met. The feeling of the 
whole of the foreign delegates present at the 
Congress, was that when they departed from 
these shores they would carry with them a 
message of hope that would nerve the seamen 
of the world to action. (Cheers.) 

Mr. England proposed in appropriate terms 
the toast of the Glasgow Trades Council, 
saying that there were two trades that had 
organised at the same time in Glasgow—the 
dockers and the seamen and firemen, and he 
congratulated both on their success. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Brodie, vice-president of the Glasgow 
Trades Council, informed the meeting that 


NO BODY HAD DONE SO MUCH 


for the advancement of international interests 
as the seamen and firemen, and it said much 
for such a young organisation to be the first in 
this matter. The ‘I'rades Council had had a 
good deal to do with the Glasgow Branch of 
the Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union, and he 
trusted that it would not be long before they 
had a federation of all workers all over the 
world. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. J. H. Wilson called for three cheers for 
Mr. Chisholm Robertson for his conduct in the 
chair, which were given with a will. 

The Chairman briefly acknowledged the com- 
pliment, 





company dispersed. 














“ Auld Lang Syne” was then sung, and the 





ALTERATION OF RULES. 


The sittings of the Congress were resumed in 
the Waterloo Rooms on ‘thursday, Mr. Evans, 
vice-president, in the chair. The day’s proceed- 
ings were entirely devoted to the revision and 
alteration of the rules passed at Cardiff last 
year, 

THE UNION ALTERS ITS TITLE. 


It was unanimously agreed, after discussion, 
that this Society be called “ the Amalgamated 
Seamen’s Union of Great Britain, Ireland, and 
other Nations,” and that the head office be 19, 
Buckingham-street, Strand, London. It was 
also unanimously agreed to expunge Clause 3 
of Rule }, “To make advances of money to sea- 
faring men on security of their wages and 
allotment notes, provided they have been 12 
months financial members.” Clauses 10 and 11 
of Rule No. 1 of the old Rules were also ex- 
punged. ‘The proposal by the delegates from 
‘Tidal Basin and Green’s Home to strike out in 
Clause 3, Sub-section 4, Rule No. 1, the words, 
“And to promote the Parliamentary represen- 
tation of the seafaring classes,” was rejected by 
a majority of 48. ‘The proposal by Greenock to 
delete the word “Sailmaker” in Clause 6 of 
Rule 1, and to insert “ Rigger or Sailmaker” was 
also rejected by 44 votes to 24, It was unani- 
mously agreed to on the suggestion by the head 
office that Clause 1 of Rule No. 2 be expunged 
and that it read to the effect that— 

For the supreme government of the Union there 
shall be an annual general meeting. In addition to 
the president, vice-president, general secretary, 
members of the Executive Council, who shall be 


‘members thereof ex officio, it shall consist of not 


more than one hundred and fifty members, who 
shall be elected so as to let each Branch be 


REPRESENTED IN PROPORTION TO NUMBERS. 


It was unanimously agreed to give effect to 
the suggestion by the head office to strike out 
Clause 2 of Rule 2. 

The proposal by the. head office that the 
annual general. meeting. shall. be held in 
November instead of im Uetober as at present 
was rejected by 44 to 27. 

The suggestion of the head office that the 
Congress shall sit six days only was agreed to. 

it was agreed unanimously to give the 
annual general meeting full power to remove 
any Branch officer and to dissolve Branches 
which, in their opinion, it is desirable to 
dissolve. 

lt was also unanimously agreed to add a 
clause in Rule 2 to the effect that— 


There shall be a president, vice-president, three 
trustees for the general funds, and a general 
treasurer elected by the annual general meeting, 
who shall hold office during the ensuing twelve 
months, and shall be eligible for re-election, The 
trustee or trustees and general treasurer may at any 
time be removed, if they do nat give satisfaction, 
by a special general meeting. 

By a majority the proposal by Greenock and 
Tidal Basin and Green’s Home to delete, in 
Clause 4 of Rule 2, the words on the third and 
fourth line “excepting the general secretary 
who shall be elected by the suffrages of the 
members,” was rejected by 59 votes to 4. 

At this stage a telegram was read to the 
meeting by. the chairman, stating that the 
railway servants, who are meeting at Belfast, 
thanked the Seamen’s Union for their telegram, 
and reciprocated the good wishes of their 
friends, the seamen. (Loud cheers.) The 
suggestion by the head office was unanimous! 
agreed to that Clause 1 of Rule 3 be deleted, 
and words be inserted to the effect that— 


For the general 
MANAGEMENT OF THE UNION 


there shail be an executive council, consisting of a 
chairman and vice-chairman, general secretary, 
general treasurer, and 20 or more representatives 
chosen by ballot by the annual general meeting. 
The candidates receiving the largest number of 
votes shall hold office for the ensuing twelve 
months only, but shall be eligible for re-election. 


A new clause was inserted in Rule 3 to the 
effect that— 


The candidates for election to the Executive 
Council shall be nominated at the annual general 
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meeting by the members representing the various 
Branches, and each member elected shall belong to 
one of the Branches in the district for which he 
has been nominated. 


It was unanimously agreed to add the follow- 
ing to Clause 3 of Rule 3— 


The general secretary may at any time during the 
interval between the meetings of the Executive 
Council, take the sense of the members by issuing a 


ROUND ROBIN TO EACH MEMBER, 


on any important subject on which he may desire 
to have their opinion, and he shall be guided by the 
majority of the opinions so expressed, which shall 
be binding on all the members of the Union. 


By a majority of 43, it was agreed to delete 
Clause 4 of Rule 3, and substitute words to the 
edect that— 


The Executive Council shall have the entire 
management and superintendence of the business 
of the Union and of all its Branches. It shall take 
every means to secure the observance of the Union’s 
rules, to perform all duties allotted to it by the said 
rules, to further the objects of the Union, and to 
protect its funds, both general and branch, from 
misappropriation. It shall diligently fulfil the duties 
prescribed for the protection of members, and 
have control and administration of the funds for 
Parliamentary representation. It shall have 
authority to reverse the decision of a Branch, to 


DECIDE APPEALS MADE BY MEMBERS, 


to appoint special auditors to examine at any time 
the books and accounts of a Branch, or any accounts 
relating to the Union’s funds. It shall have power 
to interpret doubtful rules. It shall cause the 
general secretary to present a quarterly financial 
statement of receipts and expenditure at the head 
office. It shall direct the labours of the general 
secretary for the best interests of the Union, It 
shall suspend and prosecute the general secretary 
if he be found guilty of fraud, or for absence from 
or gross neglect of duty. : 


It was agreed that Clause 6 should read— 


Each Executive Councillor shall receive the sum 
of 10s. 6d. for each day’s attendance. 


The ae by the Executive Council 
to insert the following as Clause 8 in Rule 3 
was carried by a majority of 23— 


The Executive Council shall have power to make 
such arrangements as it may deem necessary to 
advertise and advocate the cause of the seafaring 
class, and may invest money in, or obtain the pro- 
prietorship of any newspaper or advertising sheet 
with the view of carrying out that object. 


The proposal by Tidal Basin and Green's 
Home to strike out Clause 1, Rule 4, and 
insert — 


The general secretary shall retire and be elected 
at the annual general meeting, and shall hold office 
for 12 months, and shall be eligible for re- 
election. 
was rejected. 

In Rule 4, Clause 10, the suggestion by the 
head office that the general secretary shall. pre- 
pare a half-yearly and an annual report, was 
agreed to by 53 votes to 3. 

The suggestion by the head office that the 


GENERAL SECRETARY SHALL RECEIVE SUCH 
SALARY 


as may be fixed by the annual general meeting, 
instead of a salary not exceeding £250 per 
annum, was agreed to by 48 votes to 1y, while 
their suggestion that the incoming officer shall 
be paid a salary to be fixed by the Executive 
Council for the time being, was carried unani- 
mcm 4 

With reference to the suggestion by South 
Shields, that Clause 13, Rule 4, should be 
altered to the effect that— 


The salary of the general secretary shall be fixed 
by the annual general meeting, in October of each 
year, and should be made payable weekly, monthly, 
or quarterly, 


It was agreed by 31 to 21 votes to rej 
word “monthly.” “saree 
By 54 votes to 11, Clause 14 of Rule 4 was 


oi and words substituted to the effect 
oa. : 


The Executive Council shall engage an assistant 
to the general secretary, who shall be an accoun- 
tant, and such other assistance as they may deem 
pecessary. 





DISTRICT COMMITTEES, 


New clauses suggested by the head office 
were agreed to, Their effect was that— 


For the management of each district there shall 
be a district committee elected by the Branches 
comprised in the district. Any Branch with a 
membership of 100 shall elect one delegate, and 
Branches with a membership exceeding 4,000 shall 
elect two delegates, or an extra delegate for every 
4,000 members. The district committee shall have 
power to deal only with the following questions 
affecting the Branches in the district, viz. :—Rates 
of wages, hours of labour, conditions of agree- 
ments between shipowners and seamen, and to 
receive the monthly report of the district secretary, 
and shall cause the same to be forwarded to head 
office within the time prescribed by this Rule. 
That the Executive Council if necessary shall 
have full 


POWER TO SUSPEND DISTRICT COMMITTEES. 


Should the suspension of a district committee 
occur within six weeks of the annual meeting, 
the circumstances shall be laid before that 
body and not before summoned meetings 
of all the Branches of the Union. All ques- 
tions of wages and reduction of the hours 
of labour must be submitted by the Branches to the 
district committee, who after considering the same 
shall forward their decision to the Executive 
Council for its approval or otherwise. Branches 
shall have power to appeal against the Cecision 
of the district committee to the Executive Council. 


A rule specifying the duties of the district 
secretaries having beon agreed to, the suggestion 
by Greenock that— 


When a member has been appointed an office- 
bearer, the Branch to which he belongs shall be 
entitled to another representative, ° 


was rejected by 26 to 9 votes, while their pro- 
posal to add to Rule 5, Clause 5— 


It shall have full control of the funds of the 
district, but shall remit quarterly the amount due 
by district to head office, 


was carried unanimously. 


A clause suggested by the head office was 
agreed to, to the effect that the 


SALARIES AND EXPENSES OF DISTRIOT 
SECRETARIES 


and district committeemen shall be defrayed out of 
the Branch Managemect Fund of the Branches in 
each district, Each Branch shall set aside 74 per 
cent. of the gross amount of its Branch Manage- 
ment Fund for this purpo-e. In districts where the 
Branch Management Funds collectively do not 
amount to £300 per month they shall not be 
allowed to have a district secretary and district 
committee. 


It was unanimously agreed that— 


The contributions of 74 per cent. be remitted to 
head office, and all disbursements be made through 
it. 

It was unanimously agreed to delete Clause 
1 of Rule 6 and substitute words to the effect 
that— 


Each Branch of the Union shall have for its 
management a chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, 
treasurer, three trustees, and a committee of not 
less than twelve members; but in cases of emer- 
gency the secretary shall have power to take such 
steps as he may deem expedient, to form a com- 
mittee and shall report the same at the next 
meeting. 

The suggestion by the Executive Council to 
add to Clause 3 of Rule 6, after the words 
4 Moneys, books,” the words, “papers, docu- 
ments,” and of “or in cases of fraud, misappro- 
priation, misapplying, or withholding of funds,” 
after the words “savings bank deposits,” was 
agreed to unanimously, as was also a clause 
that— 

The Executive Council shall have 


POWER TO DISSOLVE ANY BRANCH 


Which in their opinion it is desirable to dissolve in 
the interests of the Union. 


Clause 6 of Rule 6 was, on the suggestion of 
the head office, unanimously deleted, and a 
clause substituted, providing that— 


Branch meetings shall be held weekly, and the 
quarterly meetings of each Branch shall be the 
last meetings in March, June, September, and 
December. Each Branch shall have power to call 
— apr, pe necessary. (Or such special 
meetings may be called by the chairm : 
vided in Clause 3 of Rule 7). ai 








For Greenock's proposal to insert in Clause 7, 
Rule 6, after the word “Council” in last line, 
the words — 

Or any complaintagainst district secretary to by 
made to the district committee, through theit 
Branch representative, 


there voted 64, against 2. The addition of the 
words at the end of Clause 9 suggested by the 
head office, “or he may be expelled by the 
Executive Council should they thivk fit,” was 
unanimously agreed to. Clause 11 was on the 
head office's suggestion unanimously deleted, 
and the following substituted— All 
NE Ef s§\RY BOOKS AND STATIONERY 

for the use of eich Branch shall be obtained from 
the general office, and paid for out of the Branch 
management fund, but sha!l remain the common 
property of the Union. . 


By 41 votes to 16 Glasgow’s proposal that 
Clause 11, Rule 6, should read— 


All Branches to be ailowed to supply their own 
stationery, with the exception of rules and con- 
tribution cards 
was rejected. . 

This concluded Thursday's business. 


A PUBLIC MEETING. 


»A public meeting took place on Thursday 
evening in the Waterloo Rooms, when a4 
very iarge audience assembled. Councillor 
Tait (who is a member of the Glasgow 
Trades Council, and a trustee of the Unior) 
was called to the chair. With him on the 
platform were Messrs. Plimsoll, G. Howell, M.P., 
Hunter (Glasgow Trades Council), T. W. Brown, 
R. A. Rennie, R. McGhie (Dock Lab. urers’ 
Union), J. F. O'Sullivan, Boston, Mass. (Presi- 
dent Atlantic Coast Sailors’ and Firemen’ 
Union), ete. Mr. J. H. Wi'son was too ill to 
attend. 

The Chairman said it was very pleasing for 
him as a Trade Unionist, to kuow that during 
the last two or three years, owing to the efforts 
of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, they had 
been able to organise, to the extent of 85,000, 
the sailors and tiremen of the country, and it 
was further matter for satisfaction that by close 
association with kindred institutions in other 
parts they had direct representation at their 
Congress from the United States of America 
and the colonies. (Cheers.) While it was one 
of the primary duties of a Trade Union to regu- 
late the wages and the hours of labour, their 
duties did not end there—they had to assist 
in the social, intellectual, and moral improve- 
ment of the workiug people of the country. He 
was also pleased to notice from the repurt to 
the Co: gress that it is the inteutiou of the Con- 
gress, in the near future, to go iu for reforms 
which were very necessary in the 


INTERESTS OF THE SEAFARING COMMUNITY 


(hear, hear)—such as food, accommodation on 
board ship, and the sanitary conditions necessary 
for the seaman’s health. He congratulated his 
hearers on the effect that had been given to 
their load line proposals, and in regard to the 
quest‘on of deck-loading said that it would be 
an important matter for them to take the 
public with them on this subject, and he felt 
sure that as the public on other occasions 
not scrupled to lend. aid to the sailors and fire- 
men, when they placed the clear position of 
things before them on the question of deck- 
loading, they might rely that for their own 
safety, as well as the safety of the men, the 

eatest support would be given to them. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Plimsoll, who was received in the usual 
hearty fashion, said :—Mr. Chairman and gentle- 
men, I am a better worker than a speech maker. 
Mr. Howell, aud Mr. Wilson, if he were here, 
could tell you that I was capable of getting 
~ a great deal of work and sticking to it 
for a long time, but I am not so in ing 4 
speech. When I have got something to say, I 
press home a point, but occas onally, espec 
when one has spoken various times in the course 
of a week, he begins to find himself in the 
position of a person with a bank account, and 
who, drawing upon it too often, may have 
his cheque returaed, marked, “No funds. 
(Laughter.) If you find that to be the case 
to-night, you must excuse me. (Cheers.) Mr. 
Plimsoll then proceeded to give an epitome 0 
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what had been done in the interests of seamen 
in the past session of Parliament, and alluded 
to information they had succeeded in obta‘n- 
ing, which would enable them to formulate avy 
d legislation in future regarding the safe 
trans t of cattle, ani the desirability of having 
bulkhea’s in all iron ships. As to what they 
hoped for, they hoped next session to get a 


PROPER INSPECTION OF THE PROVISIONS 


that were put in all steamers that went on long 
voyages, and the prohibition of deck-loading. 
These questions, he would answer for it, would 
de urged with great pertinacity. He then went 
on to say: Of course the old bogey’ will be 
trotted out that it is very unfair to legislate for 
British ships without legislating for foreign 
ships also; but we could legislate for any foreign 
vessel in our own ports. (Hear, hear.) In 
foreign ports they take the matter into their 
own hands without consulting us, and I think 
very properly. (Cheers.) We do not want the lives 
of men cared for in such a way as to destroy 
the interests of the shipowners of this country. 
“if they are all treated alike in our ports there 
can be no objection. (Cheers.) It can have no 
real bearing on the case. When we have reports 
from the two committees on the matter of bulk- 
heads and the sufferings of cattle, we will have 
legislation proposed, and what is better, pro- 
by the Government. (Cheers.) I have 
no doubt that we shall have, if not the prohibi- 
tion of the importation of live cattle, at least 
stringent regulations for them, so that the 
animals may be able t» lie down. (Cheers.) One 
shipowner lL knew, had it so arranged that one- 
third could lie down at a time, and a third at 
another, and so on, but the difficulty was to get 
them up again. (Laughter.) I go for pro- 
hibition because I see no good reason for 


BRINGING CATTLE ACROSS THE SEA ALIVE, 


That is a very good programme for the next 
session, and while I shall do my best in having 
a Bill yr igs I can answer for my friend Mr. 
Howell that he will do his best, and no man’s 
best is better than his—(cheers) —in getting it 
through the House. (Cheers.) There are other 
desiderata on behalf of the seaman to be aimed 
at by-and-bye, but all in good time. (Hear, 
hear.) We must not do as the Yankees say, 
when a man tries his hand at a business bigger 
than he can conduct—“ He has bitten off more 
than he can chaw.” (Laughter.) I hope these 
things will come in my time. (Hear, hear, and 
cheers.) Iam getting on in years, and it may 
be that they will not come in my time, I do not 
want to die yet. I will live as long as I can. 
(Cheers.) What I leave undone I shall leave in 
hands. You have got a very good man in 

t.. Wilson—(cheers)—and I am very sorry to 
tell you that he is too ill to-night to be here. 
He has been labouring under illness for a fort- 
night, and has not been strong enough to do 
what he attempted to do, but I hope that he 
will soon be restored to health. (Loud cheers.) 
You have a good man in Mr. Howell—(cheers) 
—who | hope for many years to come will give 
you his services. (Loud cheers.) He is one of 
bi men who will look after your interests and 


KEEP HAMMERING AWAY 


at them till you get what is due to you. (Loud 
cheers.) I am asked myself, “Why do you 
trouble tori about all this—why do you 
work so hard to secure these things?” Well, 
sir, it is largely on this account. I never hear 
the wind blowing a gale in winter but I can 
almost see in my mind's eye brave men 
struggling against the storm, which, if their 
was well found and properly manned 
pe could ride through with safety — (loud 
. eers)—instead of the imminent probability 
pre that they will go to the bottom—scores of 
em fathers of families. (Cheers.) This is an 
uel state of things. I think it only right 
at anybody who has leisure for it should work 
— with the power God has given him to t 
t improve this state of things. Mr. Plimso 
en recited Byron's well-known stanza des- 


criptive of a shipwreck i —Any- 
Gen Glip reblines i — , and continued—Any. 


vay £CBNES OF HORROR 

t are going on any ni it i i 

~~ night when it is blowin 

yl winter, may be well excused if he se 
§ energy and strength, and a good deal of 





his money in trying te bring about a better 
state of things. (Loud cheers.) 


Mr. Huate?, secretary to the Glasgow Trades | 


Couneil, said that he had been asked to take 
the chair as Mr. Tait had been suddenly called 
away to a ward meeting. (Cheers.) He 
then called upon Mr. Howell to address the 
meeting. ‘ 

Mr. Howell, M.P., who was received with loud 
cheers, said :—Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, it 
would ill become me to appropriate to myself 
the compliment paid to me. 1 am a landsman, 
and know very little of the sea, The furthest 
I have ever yet been has been across St. 
George’s Channel and up along our own shores ; 
but it was Mr. Plimsoll, your friend—(cheers)— 
the sailors’ friend—(cheers)—who first induced 
me to take an interest in the sailors’ cause. 1t 
is some years ago now since the Plimsoll Com- 
mittee was called into existence. 1 Was made 
secretary of that committee. Under the 
leadership of Lord Shaftesbury, and with some 
of the most distinguished names in this country, 
who formed a portion of that committed, we 
worked incessantly to better 

THE CONDITION OF THE SEAMEN, 

but the man who was always behind us help- 
ing us on in innumerable ways was your friend, 
Mr. Plimsoll. (Loud cheers.) It would not be 
worth while to-sight iu the short time at my 
disposal, to go much into the history of that 
movemeut. Suflice it to say that Mr. Plimsoll, 
in your cause, laid himself out almost to ruin 
himself by the attacks that were made upon 
him—(loud cheers)—by actions for libel a d 
a great many other thiogs. I might remind Mr. 
Plimsoll of what took place about that time, 
near to Glasgow. Mr. Plimsoll was advertised 
to speak on a Monday ina ne and on 
that night in Leith. Mr. Plimsoll will re- 
member that it was expected that writs would 
te served upoa him in Edinburgh and Leith. 
Mr. Plimsoll will remember that he reached 
home in safety without being served with a 
wr.t. (Cheers.) Now at that time he had writs 
out against him ard libel cases against hm, 
n:t only sufficieut to ruin a man, but to have 
given him two years’ impr sonme..t—for some 
of them were crimiral 1 bels—but he braved it. 
(Loud cheers.) The c mmittee called iuto 
existence by 


MR. PLIMSOLL’S ENTHUSIASM, 


and the knowledge he had of his subject—for 
he had acquired a knowledge of the subject— 
caused him at last to be successful, and I do not 
think that in one single instance were these 
libels prosecuted to the end, but they cost 
a good deal of money—many hundreds of 
pounds. (Cheers.) Only one other incident I 
will recall to his memory. It is sometimes said 
that the old Trade Unionists of England care 
nothing about the new Unionists—that they 
care nothing about unskilled labour. Let me 
tell you that at that time, when the seamen 
were not able to form Unions of their own, or 
did not do so—they had been urged to do so, 
but had not—when the unskilled labourers of the 
country had made attempts but had not suc- 
ceeded, except in one single instance, the agri- 
cultural labourerers—the old Trades Unionists 
voted their money by thousands in support of 
the Plimsoll movement. (Loud cheers.) The 
engineers and boilermakers came down with a 
large sum of money, and the ironfounders with 
a large sum of money, but the notable case of 
all was the miners—(loud cheers)—not only of 
England, but of Scotland also. (Renewed 
cheers.) By this meas we were able to carry on 
the Plimsoll movement. 'They joined 


IN FAVOUR OF THE SEAMEN, 


and although we did not do as much as we 
desired to do yet something was done, and 
that something has perhaps paved the way for 
calling into existence to-day the magnificent 
association of which most of you are members. 
(Loud cheers.) Of course we know that in 
various parts of the country various sections of 
our people are terribly afraid of Trades 
Unionism. I suppose that is natural, that 
those who are the employers of labour should 
desire to keep the labour down as low as 

ossible, but it is not the desire of all. I wish 
it to be very distinctly understood, as one who 
has worked in the labour movement quite as 
long, perhaps, as our chairman—my career goes 





back 35 years—(cheers)—that during that time 
I have come in contact with a great number of 
employers of labour as well as workmen, and 
have known employers who have he forward 
the labour movement. (Hear, hear.) My 
belief i&, if wé are wise, that having got rid of a 
good deal of the old prejudice, we might bé 
able to look forward to the time when capital 
and labour can go hand in hand more than it 
has done in thé past. My old text has been for 
many years (1 believe I was the one who penned 
the text in the first instance—and that dates 
back 30 years ago), capital has its duties as well 
as its rights, and 

LABOUR ITS RIGHTS AS WELL AS ITs DUTIES, 
(Loud cheers.) When that sénténce was first 
penned, it was on the appearance of a book by 
Mr. Thornton, now nearly 80 years ago. We 
used to hear nothing then about thé rights of 
labour, but nearly every day of our livés 
about the duties of labour. You Gould not 
take up a newspaper or book on social ques- 
tions, but what was preaching to working men 
about their duties, and there was nothing about 
their rights. (Hear, hear.) Now the » be has 
come when labour has its rights as well as its 
duties, and when capital has its duties as well 
as its rights. (Cheers.) I saw a few d&ys age 
in @ paper (I will not name it—it is an old 
friend of miné, and I was sorry to see the 
expréss on theré) the words, referring to the 
strike in Australia, that labour bad capital by 
the throat. I do not think that that is the 
best form of expression that might bave been 
used, because it seems to imply that labour 
would strangle capital. Why, it is no moré 
desirable that labour should st¥angle capital, 
than that capital should strangle labour. (Hear, 
hear.) Both are mutually € ab wo of the 
othér. The misfortune is, and always has been, 
that capital has got too much and labour too 
little. (Cheers.) What, after all has been 
said and done, is 


THE OBJECT OF TRADES UNIONISM? 


Why, it is twofold in a certain sense, and is cons 

rised in the expressions, self-help and mutual 
ie, (Cheers.) Jt enables the individual to 
help himself by the support given to him 
mutually by the members of the Union. One 
man is no longer isolated and dependent. He 
becomes strong just in proportion as the Union 
of which he is a member is strong. Labour has 
to-day the legions on its side, though capital 
has the pay. (Loud cheers.) If those legions 
are managed ae and skilfully, and the men 
trust to their leaders, and the leaders are hon: st 
towards the members, then | venture to predict 
that ere Mr. Plimsoll goes to his long rest, ard 
ere I go to mine, we shall be able to see the 
manhood of the workman recognised, not only 
in Great Britain, but throughout the civilised 
world. (Loud cheers.) 1am like Mr. Plimsoll 
in this respect, that 1 do not wish particularly 
to die yet awhile. (Laughter.) I would rather 
see some of the fruits of my labours ripen more. 
— I suppose most of us have a warm 
eeling for our fatherland, and it is the feel- 
ing that we wish to see this fatherland 
of ours more prosperous and happy, and the 
men that occupy it more intelligent and lifted 
up to a higher standard, that has sustained many 
of us in our long and arduous struggles. 
(Cheers.) It is easier to-day to 


FIGHT THE CAUSE OF LABDUR 


than it was when I began, when I first put my 
foot in Glasgow some 31 years ago. We had 
then to fight and struggle for every privilege. 
I am not quite sure tha: if the law existed now 
a3 it did then, and were put in force, that 
the Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union wou'da have 
been permitted to have held their Congress in 
this hall this week, or even this magnificent 
meeting in their support to-night. (Bear, hear.) 
All these changes in our laws, and the changes 
in the condition of the workers, have been the 
result of long effort, of long struggle, and of 
much hard work—(hear, hear)—and while 1 
rejoice that you are starting from a higher and 
better platform, yet remember that you only 
began where some of us have ended, and that 
as we have fought for our children so you must 
fight for your children. So may the younger 
men in your day and generation be able to do 
something to leave the world and their children 
better than they found them. (Loud cheers.) [| 
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can only say that as long as I have a seat in 
the House of Commons, and that my efforts are 
required on behalf of the seamen, I shall be 
ready to do my best. (Loud cheers.) It is not 
quite so easy a matter as some of you might 
imagine—not so easy as passing resolutions at 
this meeting, or at your Congress. We have to 
wait our chance night after night with the bare 
possibility of mo that the Bill be read a 
second time; and then out of the 500 or 600 
members there might be one ready to say, “I 
object,” and it is done with for the night. It 
cannot be brought on before 12 o’clock, and we 
have to wait any night for it till after that. 
Some one may say, “ Now,” which means that 
the Bill is to be read now, but some one may 
say, “1 object.” 1 had to go on with 


THE LOAD-LINE BILL 


night after night, until [ was forced to go on 
with a three-barrelled Bill, which I was not ab'e 
to carry., Next session I shall have a one- 
barrelled Bill, dealivg with deck-loads. I do 
not hke to promise—it is difficult to promise 
auything for the House of Commons, but judg- 
ing from what was said to me by the opponents 
of the Bill, even on the last occasion, my 
impression is that with a little careful working, 
before the next session closes, 1 may be able, 
with the enthusiasm and instruction of Mr. 
Plimso'l and the weight of this great Union 
behind me, to effect my purpose aud: put the 
Bill on the Statute Book. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. Rennie, Glasgow, then addressed the 
meeting. His remarks were deveted to a 
criticism of the remarks of the capitalistic press 


on the doings of the Congress, and to urging 


on. his hearers. the necessity for seamen being 
included io the Employers’ Liability Bill. 

Mr. McGhie, Glasgow, was then called upon. 
In the course of his remarks he said that the 
cause of the capitalist of to-day was not the 
cause of the labourer of to-day—(cheers)—and 
those shipowners who to-day were federating 
with, railway companies knew that. (Cheers.) 
He was ‘there™ that night representing the 
dock labourers. They had a great federation 
of shipowners who had started operations that 
night at Grangemouth with the Caledonian 
Railway Company. He remembered that ia 
June last year, they announced through their 
newspapers that they would 


STARVE THE FIREMEN, SEAMEN, 
; LABOURERS 


on strike in Glasgow into subjection, and that 
they were well satisfied with the character and 
quantity of the labour. that they were getting 
from the non-Union men. He took the 
opportunity then of telling them at. a public 
meeting of their men that they would just take 
them at their word, and that if they were satis- 
fied with the quantity and quality of non-Union 
labour that they had imported from the street 
corners of other cities, and some from the 
prison doors, they in future would give them 
the same thing at home. (Cheers.) He told 
the great firm of J. & A. Allan that they 
would give them, “scab” labour too, and 
through their wretched groans in the news- 


AND DOCK 


papers, they had. admitted they had got it. . 


(Sheers.) He told these shipowners, and the 
Caledonian Railway Company from that plat- 
form that night—and he ventured to speak for 
40,000 dock labourers—that if they started 
this war at Grangemouth it would cost 
them millions before they would get out of 
the conflict. (Cheers.) What was this contest 
between labour and capital? It was that the 
capitalist wanted as much work as he could get 
of the best kind for the lowest possible wages 
—(hear, hear)—and whilst that was their 
spirit he hai no hesitation in saying that it 
onght to be the labourers’ duty to give them 
the smallest quantity of the worst kind for the 
greatest amount of wages. (Cheers.) Afcer 
rejecting all their offers to diseuss the question, 
they now saw the 


EMPLOYERS RISING IN THEIR IMPOTENT RAGE, 


but they defied them now as they did then. 
(Cheers.) Then shypowners were spending 
thousands of money to make their bogus Union 
strong enough to defeat the genuiue article. 
The labourers were going in the future to take 
as much of the money as they could get, and 
they would discuss the question with the 





employers of giving them the work. (Cheers.) 
All that they knew, all that they could see and 
feel and utilise in the form of wealth was the 
product of labour, but it was a small portion of 
that went to labour for its use. (Hear, hear.) 
The workers built the fine houses—the my ee 
livedin them; they built the fine vessels and made 
the saloors in these ships, and they made the 
steerage, but the hell's dens of the firemen and 
seamen in them, were all they were a'l wed to 
enjoy. (Loud cheers.) He ee to cross 
the Atlantic only a few months ago, and the 
presence of the American representatives at the 
Congress was partly the result of his mission. 
(Cheers.) He did not find an idler among the 
steerage passengers. He found the idlers going 
in the best seats in the saloon and the lagest 
spaces. A discussion arose on some of these 
labour questions. There was one man—he was 
told that he was some sort of clerk to the Prince 
of Wales, at avy rate he was 


ACCOMPANIED BY TWO CLERGYMEN, 


He (the speaker) did the social side of the 
question, and they did the theological. He 
said to him (Mr. McGhie) “If these doctrines 
of yours were carried out, how would you get 
any men to go down to that stokehole and throw 
in coal?” He replied, “ Do you not see that if 
you did not get any man to go down there you 
would have to walk? (Laughter and cheers.) 
“ After all,” he added, “ upon my word, {do not 
see what reason there is, viewed from the stand- 
point of these stokers, that they should go 
down there to get you across, and you had 
better go down and stoke for yourself.” 
(Renewed laughter.) All that the first speaker 
said was rubbish. He (Mr. McGhie) replied, 
“Do you not think if you somewhat curtailed 
the luxuries of that saloon, and extended some 
of them to the stokehole, you might perhaps 
get some men to do tae stoking?” These 
gorgeous palaces were only used for —— 
the baser sort in our social life. Mr. Howell hac 
said that Mr. Plimsoll had been working in 
their service for many years, and that at one 
time he faced ruin in their service. (Cheers.) 
Why, of course he did, but was not that the 
pun'shment inflicted on all men who carried the 
egg of the future in their intellectual nest ? 
(Cheers.) Could they point him to the man 
who had led them in any cause, who had not 
been the victim of wrong and abuse, and 
especially abuse from our delightful free 
press — (cheers) — a press that principally 
was used, as old Schopenhauer said on one 
occasion, for the debasing of the public mind 
and the demoralising of the public consc ence. 


(Cheers.) In conclusion, he said 


TO THE FEDERATION OF SHIPOWNERS 


—Come on with allyour forces. We have no 
desire to take off our coats until you are in 
sight, but if our coats come off, I venture to say 
you will have to retreat without any clothing at 
all. (Loud laughter and cheers.) 

Mr. O’Sullivan, Boston, Mass., in a pithy and 
effective speech, said that he was struck with the 
progress made by the working classes of this 
great country, which he was sure was due to the 


INCREASING INFLUENCE OF TRADE UNIONS. 


In a conversation he had the previous day with 
Mr. Plimsoll he regretted that they had no 
Plimsoll in America, but Mr. Plimsoll replied, 
“You must all be Plimsolls.” (Cheers.) He 
believed that he could go back to America with 
a stronger heart, and he hoped to find in the 
rank and file, or perhaps among those well known 
in the political world, another Plimsoll. (Loud 
chon Let their motives be pure and their 
intentions right, and it could not be ques 
tioned that their. organisation would be the 

eatest organisation on earth or on sea. 
Cheers.) Trade Unionism was based on a 
scientific principle, and when they worked 
together, every man realising his responsibility 
and doing his duty to the Association, they 
need fear no body of organised shipowners or 
monopolists. (Cheers.) He hoped the time 
would come when the sailors and firemen of the 
world would be one grand organisation, and be 
controlled as they were controlled on the Pacific 
Coast, where they had the most democratic 
institution he ever heard of in the shape of a 
Trade Union, (Cheers.) 





——$_ 


Mr. Brown complimented the Glasgow 
members on the efficiency of their Branch, and 
with regard to the success of the Union he 
said that if they thought of 

TRE UNION FIRST AND THEMSELVES AFTER, 


the organisation would prosper, but when they 
began to think of themselves first and the Union 
after, the thing would fail. 

Mr. Thomson said that the fault. of the sea- 
men in the past was that they had been too 
generous. They would put up with any kind of 
treatment, and any kind of food, and he said 
that even at the present time they were far too 
geverous. He concluded by moving a hearty 
vote of thanks to the speakers who ‘had 
addressed them that evening, which was warmly 
responded to.- 

Mr. Howell acknowledged the compliment, 
and thereafter the meeting separated. 


THE FOREIGN DELEGATES, 


As mauy es were able to be present were, 
together with Mr, G. Howell, M P., entertained 
to supper at the Central Hotel, on Thursday 
evening, by Mr. Cowie,the proprietor of Szarartna 
the company separating at a late hour after a 
very interesting and enjoyable night. 





ALTERATION OF RULES. 


The work of the Congress was resumed on 
Friday, Mr. Evans, vice-president, in the chair, 
Again the sitting was almost entirely taken up 
with the revision and alteration of the rules. 
We append the results— 

On the suggestion of the head office three 
new clauses were agreed to relating to the re- 
ceipt of Branch moneys and providing that— 

Any Branch secretary, or other officer, misappro- 
priating, misapplying. or withholding, funds 
collected shall be proceeded against at law, and 
that each Branch shall. keep a book in which shall 
be recorded, the names and addresses of every 
member of the sick and funeral fund, and his 
nominee in case of death, to whom shall be paid 
all benefits accruing, oy 

On the suggestion of the head office, Clause 2 
of Rule No. 7, was unavimously deleted, and 
words adopted to the effect that— 


Should any officer elected by the Branch be in- 
competent, or fail to perform his duty, or act con- 
trary to the interests of the Union, he shall be dis- 
missed by an order from the Executive Council, or 
by the general secretary, subject to their approval, 
and the Branch shall elect. another in his place. 
The Branch secretary in resigning shall. give one 
month’s notice, or forfeit one month’s salary. 

It was also unavimously agreed, on the sug- 
gestion of the bead office, that Clause 5, Sub- 
section }, of Rule No. 7, reliting to the duties 
of Branch secretaries should be recast, 

Clanse 8, of Rule 7, was, on the suggestion of 
the head office, altered to read that— 

The Branch trustees shall be held responsible 
for the safe keeping of the funds entrusted to theit 
care. 


It was unanimously agreed, on the suggest 
of the head office, that Clause 1, of Rule No, 8, 
should read— 

All moneys in excess of £10 shall be lodged each 
week in any bank instead of each quarter. 


The proposal by the head office. that Sub- 
section 10, of Clause 4, of Rule 8, should rea1— 


Each member of the Finance Committee shall 
receive such remuneration as the Executive may 
decide, and second-class railway fare in addition, 


was rejected by a majority of one. 

Their suggestion to add to Clause 6 of Rule§, 
“forward to head office any levy,” was agreed to. 

At this point the chairman moved the 
suspension of the standing orders in order to 
propose the following resolution :— ‘ 

“That this Conference cordially appreciates 
the 

GOODWILL OF THE FOREIGN DELEGATES 


in submitting their suggestions for the amend- 
ment of rules, and hereby instructs the Executiv® 
Council to take them into consideration at % 
early a date as possible with a viow to thelt 
adoption. ” 

e motion was read with loud cheers 4 
carried unanimously.’ 
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NEW EXECUTIVE. 


Voting for the new members of the Executive 
Council was then preceeded with. 

The following gentlemen were declared elected 
members of the Executive Council for the 
ensuing year:—No. 1 district (one member), Mr. 
A. McDonald, Dundee Branch; No, 2 district 
(three members), Mr. James Skinner, Leith, 
Mr. John McArthur, Port Glasgow, and Mr. 
McQuillan, Glasgow; No. 3 district (one member), 
Mr. J. Huvt, Barrow-in-Furness; No. 4 district, 
(three members), Mr. O’Ha'e, Bootle, Mr. Hy. 
R. Taunton, Liverpool, Mr. Hy. Stading, Birken- 
head ; No. 5 district (twomembers), Mr. W. Gibbs, 
Newport, Mr. H. Stanley, Bristol ; No. 6 district, 
(three members), Mr. Robinson, Middlesbrough, 
Mr. W. Airson, Sunderland, Mr. R. Holdforth, 
South Shields; No. 7 district (one member), 
Mr.8. Begg, Hull; No. 8 district (one member), 
Mr. 0. Arnold ; No. 9 district (three members), 
Mr. Wm. Clark, Tidal Bas'n, Mr. Whitehead, 
Green’s Home, Mr. W. Gammon, Whitstable ; 
No. 10 district (one member), Mr. A, Douglass, 
Belfast ; No. 11 district (one member), Mr. M. 
Green, Dundalk. Mr.J. R. England, Sunder- 
land, was re-elected generel treasurer, and 
Messrs. J. Harrison, Montrose, and W. Overton, 
Hull, auditors. The present general trustees 
were re-elected and thanked for their past 
ervices. 

MR, PLIMSOLL RE-ELECTED PRESIDENT. 


Samuel Plimsoll, Esq., was by general accla- 
mation re-elected pre:ident, and Mr. F. W. 
Evans, vice-president. In thanking them for 
the honour of his re-election, Mr. Evans s3id that 
he would be willing at all times to do what lay 
in his power t» make the Union what it should 
be. (Cheers.) Though he was not at the birth 
of the Union he was very nearly at the birth of 
it, and he had to do with the teething and 
nursing of the little infant as it grew. He had 
been present when the doctor had t» be called 
in, when there were difficulties, and he was glad 
that it had grown to the strength it had. If 
they put their shoulders to the wheel a little 
more earnestly, and showed more confidence in 
one another, and in the officers, they would be 
stronger and better next year than they were 
now. (Loud cheers.) 


TYNE CARPENTERS AND JOINERS. 


A deputation from the Associated Carpenters 
and Joiners’ of the Tyne, Messrs. Paterson and 
McGregor, was then heard. 

Mr. Paterson addressed the meeting in order 
to enlist its sympathies in favour of ships carpen- 
ters being put on an equal footing with ship- 
wrights, with regard to following their occupa- 
tion at sea. They thought that carpenters were 
4s competent persons to go to sea after they had 
passed the necessary examination, as shipwrights 
were. He further asked the support of the 
Union if a Bill to this effect was introduced 
into the House of Commons. 

The Chairman assured the deputation that the 
matter would be fairly considered by the Con- 
gress, who, he had no doubt, would form an 
unbiassed opinion upon it. 

NEXT CONGRESS IN LONDON. 


The counting of the ballot papers returned as 
to the place at which the next annual Con- 
gress should be held gave the following 
results :—Dublin, 19 votes ; Liverpool, 28 votes ; 
and London, 85 votes. London was, therefore, 
decided upon. 

The announcement was received with loud 
cheers, 

REVISION OF RULES. 

The suggestion of Liverpool— 

That Clause 2<f Rule 9 be altered so that ordi- 
bee seamen, apprenti es, and engineers’ stewards 

enrolled at reduced entrance fees— 

Was agreed to unani a 
posal by ae a a3 was also the pro- 

iw insert after 8rd Sub-section of Clause 2, 
per 0 bolding a Board of Trade 

~ oars 

durolled as A Bie” e Fishing Boats Act may be 
9 Y- proposal by Greenock in Clause 2, Rule 
he Say that riggors should be eligible for 
they’ ship provideu that they could show that 
arse ad served an apprenticeship to the trade, 
by hs te by 49 to 6. A clause, suggested 

© head office, was unanimously agreed to 





in place of the existing one in Rule 9, the new 
one to regulate the admission and entrance fees 
of foreign seamen. 


CONTRIBUTIONS, 


The head office suggested the following altera- 
tion of Clause 5, Sub-section 3, of Rule 9, which 
after a protracted discussion was agreed to, the 
votes being 33 for and 30 against— 


Each and every financial member of the Union 
shall pay in advance a contribution of 6d. per 
week, and be entitled therefor to the following 
benefi's, viz.—Superannuation, Rule 11; Legal Pro- 
tection, Rule 14; Travelling Relief, Rule 15; Pro- 
tection Fund, Rule 16, Clause 5; Shipwreck, Rule 
17; and to securing Parliamentary representation. 

Glasgow’s proposal— 

Rule 9, Sub-section 3 of Clause 5 to read ‘ That 
the weekly contributions be 6d. per week, entitling 
the members to all benefits (sick and funeral in- 
cluced). ‘Travelling Relief” and “ Advances” to 
be deleted— 


was rejected by 49 to 19 


It was unanimously agreed to reject Glasgow's 
proposal that 

Rule 9, Clause 9, be altered so that it may 
read “That all shore members be retained at 3d. 
per week with all benefits (excluding sick and 
funeral), whether paying into other associations or 
not. 


For Clauses 15, 16, and 17 it was unanimously 
agreed to substitute the following, on the 
suggestion of the head office— 


Financial members shall be in benefit under 
Rule 14 relating to 


LEGAL ASSISTANCE 


commencing three months from the date of mem- 
bership and payment of three months’ subscriptions, 
If any financial member in arrears has an excep- 
tionally good case, it shall be in the discretion of 
the committee whether they shall take it up, and if 
any sum is recovered, the member in arrears shall 
pay therewith all his arrears. 

Financial members shall be in benefit under 
Rule 17, relating to shipwreck, commencing three 
months from date of membership and after pay- 
ment of three months’ subscriptions, and must be 
in compliance at time of shipwreck. 

The branch committee shall have full discretion 
to grant to any member temporary suspension of 
payments without loss of benelits. 


Rule 10 was, on the suggestion of the head 
offiee, so altered as to the honorary member- 
ship, that the qualification for it is now a con- 
tribution of £500 to the Union. It was 
unanimously agreed to. By 45 votes to 6 
it was agreed to delete the last sentence 
of Clause 2, Rule 11, and to substitute one 
stating that the grant not exceeding £20 
for permanent disablement shall cease should 
accident result in death within a period of four 
months. A new Clause, No. 1, in Rule No. 13, 
was substituted for the previous one, at the 
suggestion of the head office, by 57 against 
4 votes. It was as follows:— 


AN OPTIONAL WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’ FUND 


shall be formed by each Branch, and the rules 
regulating the same shall be framed as bye-laws by 
the Executive Council, which shall have full control 
over the same. Members desirous of joining this 
fund and receiving benefits therefrom shall pay an 
extra halfpenny per week, in addition to the 
ordinary contribution. 


An addition to Clause 4, of Rule 14, making 
Mr. T. Watson Brown the solicitor for the 
district where he resides, besides being general 
legal adviser to the Union, was, on the suggestion 
of the head office, agreed to by 36 votes to 10. 
Clauses 1, 2, and 3, of Rule 15, were, on the 
suggestion of the head office, uvavimously 
made to read to the effect that 


Any member wishing to travel in search of work 
shall apply to his Branch, and the committee shall, 
if satisfied with the application, instruct the secre. 
tary to pay the member’s railway fare to the port 
he wishes to journey to. He shall also furnish 
him with a certificate, which shall entitle him to 
one or more day’s (not exceeding seven) board and 
lodging, from the secretary of the Branch he 
visits. 

A member shall not be entitled to this benefit as 
soon as he owes more than six weeks contzibutions. 

The officers and members of Branches shall use 
every effort to obtain employment for « memher on 
travel, 





In Rule 16, the following addendum was 
unanimously made to Clause 6 on the suggestion 
of the head office. “ Without the consent of a 
majority of the members ashore at the time, no 
geveral strike shall be proclaimed.” Protection 
money by Ciaure 12 is not to be allowed where 
the funds are lower than in the proportion of 
2s. 6d. per member. This suggestion of the head 
office was unanimously agreed to. 

The Congress then adjourned till next day. 


MR. PLIMSOLL’S BANQUET. 


In fulfilment of the promise made by Mr. 
Plimsoll at the Cardiff Congress last year, that 
gentleman on Friday evening entertained all 
the delegates at a banquet in the Waterloo 
Rooms. He was accompanied on the platform 
by Messrs. F. W. Evans (vice-president), J. H. 
Wilson (general secretary), Archibald Cowie 
(editor of SzaraRInG), Brown, England, Max- 
well, Boyd, McGhie, O'Sullivan, Mitchell, 
McGregor (New York), Furuseth, Fraser, 
McHugh. and Captain Crangle. Dinner over— 

Mr. Plimsoll, who was loudly cheered, said : 
I was last year at Cardiff, when Mr. Wilson and 
I decided that what man could do should be 
done to put an end to the cursed system of 
overloading ships. (Cheers.) I spent a good 
deal of time and money. I spent more than I 
could afford, but my wife and family, especially 
my daughter, said, “Don’t grudge it, we can 
do with less 

¥OR THE CAUSE OF THE SAILORS,” 


(Prolonged cheers.) So much for that. We 
live under a form of Government which we do 
not consider perfect, but it leaves us very much 
at liberty to govern ourselves. I think that 
we are better off under the present system 
than we would be if we hada shorter period 
for elections, for when there are repeated 
elections there is a great disturbance of business 
for months before and after them. I do not 
mean to insinuate anything, but, comparing our 
form of Government with that of a Republican 
Government, a President has a good many friends 
to serve. In the South American republics, 
for instance, they have a lot of friends to provide 
for, and some of the Presidents are credited with 
a desire to provide for themselves. (Hear, hear.) 
But with our Royal Family such a temptation is 
removed—they have plenty allowed them. 


THE QUEEN ON OUR SIDE. 


(Cheers.) Nobody can deny that our gracious 
Queen has fulfilled her lofty station with credit 
to herself and advantage to the nation. She has 
manifested from the first, whea I took up the 
cause of the sailor, a warm interest in what I was 
doing and an eager desire that I should succeed. 
(Cheers.) Therefore you are impelled by duty 
and gratitude to drink the health of Her Most 
Gracious Majesty. 

The toast was duly honoured. 

Mr. F. W. Evans then said—I rise to perform 
a duty of pleasure iu which everyone here will 
join with me heart and soul. [t is to propose 
the health of our host and President, and of 
Mrs. Plimsoll. (The audience here rose en 
masse, and made the hall echo with round after 
round of cheering.) It iscommon in our country, 
and indeed in all countries, to assemble at 
festive gatherings to celebrate events benefitting 
those who assemble. We have met to-night, a 
body of sailors and firemen, as the guests of Mr. 
Plimsoll, to celebrate—what? To celebrate the 
passing of an Act of Parliament which will cer- 
tainly in the future save from untimely ends 
hundreds und thousands of our fellow-workers. 
(Hear, hear, and cheers.) We are met at his in- 
vitation to celebrate it, because it carries out one 
of the first wishes of his heart. (Cheers.) He 
has watched for years and years, he has noted the 
records in the past, every evidence that could 
possibly be obtained of the number of men who 
went down to their doom because shipowners, 
eager to make wealth, put too much cargo into 
their ships, regardless of the lives of those who 
sailed those ships for them. (Cheers.) We will 
drink his health as our host. Humbie guests we 
are, but never yet were guests 





MORE WELCOMED BY A HOST 
than his guests are by Mr. Plimsoll. (Loud 
cheers.) We drink his health as our President, 
who in Parliament and the fight of everyday 
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public life upheld the cause you have dear to 
your hearts—the greater safety and comfort of 
yourselves, and the greater happiness of your 
Wives and children. (Loud chetre.) Mr, Piim- 
soli has told you how the dinner came about. 
He said with that youthful energy he possesses— 
(hear, hear)—“ As a token of the success of what 
has taken place let us, Mr. Wilson, go to work 
and carry the Load Line Bill, and if we carry it 
I will stand a ditner to all the delegates.” 
(Cheers.) I am sure that never in his life will 
he have taken part in a dinner with greater 
leasure than this one. (Cheers.) It has been 
he privilege Of iiie and nidny of you here to 
Hatch for many yenis tlie cdreer of otir host and 
our President. fie is not a sailor. He has no 
interest in seamen any more than a htimané one, 
His work has been hard work. What has brought 
him out as 
TBE SAILORS’ FRIEND 


(lond and ptolatiged chesrs)—has been a hearty 
feeling for his fellow men, and he has deterritined 
that if all he had could relieve the wrongs and 
sufferings the seamen sustained he would give it 
for their cause. (Loud cheers.) There is no 
man here so little prone to flattery asIam. I 
feel it no Hattery to sey it when we feel it in our 
hearts at all times towards him: He went 
forth early in his career with an earnestness 
of purpese for a noble object. I can remem- 
ber the day when Mr. Plimsoll saw arrayed 
against him in the House of Commons a 
crowd of greedy shipowners who he knew were 
regardless of the lives of the sailors, their fellow 
Yoen, and how he shook off all the bonds by 
which the forms of the House sought to bind 
him, believing that the cause be championed was 
above all forms and ceremonies—(loud cheers) — 
and never was man 80 respected by the House of 
Commons as Mr. Samuel Pl msoll. What is the 
reason he has done this? Becarse there is a 
simple faith within him. (Cheers.) [ have 
heard him express it in mofe eloquent words than 
Tcan use. I heard him last year at Cardiff say 
—“ When I go to my bed at night I use that 
well-worn prayer which begins ‘ Our Father,’ ” 
“ and,” said he, “if ‘Our Father’ then are we 
all brethren.” (Cheers.) I cain remember well 
at that meeting when we were discussing 


THE MATTER OF DECK LADS, 


how he fished ont from his bag the evidence sub- 
mitted to the House of Commons of men in 
waterlogged Quebec-ers who spoke of the men 
in them eating their fellow men, and of other 
horrible experiences on board them. In speak- 
ing of these incidents which had occurred 40 
years before, his heart filled and his voice choked, 
and he said, “I can read no more—these men 
were my brothers.” (Loud cheers.) That is the 
simple faith, the power that has moved Samuel 
Plimsoll to be the champinn of the sailors’ cause. 
(Cheers.) A hymn that I have often heard sung, 
begins, 
. “God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform,” 

and there are ministers of goodness on this earth 
who are not arrayed in white chokers aud who 
make no profession of religion, but who are carry- 
ing out good work in a more effective aud 
glorious way than those do who live by what they 
call preaching the gospel and doing the work of 
Christians. (Lovd cheers.) And why do we 
wish Mr. P,imsoll health? Because we are cele- 
brating to-night the insertion of 


THE THIN END OF THE WEDGE 


that he happencd to drive in—we are celebrating 
the first victorious confl:ct with the powers against 
the happiness aud safety of the sailor. Perhaps 
we are sellish when we wish him health, for we 
wish him health and strength to push forward 
our deck-loading Bill—we wish him health and 
strength to aid in bettering the sanitary con- 
ditions of our ships aud in expunging those 
clauses in the Merchant Shipping Act which 
taake felons of honest seamen who, under various 
circumstances, refuse to risk their lives needlessly 
in the interest of the careless shipowner. (Hear, 
hear, and cheers.) We wish him health because 
we wish to see greater safety, happiness and 
freedom for the sailor—(hear, hear)—but we 
wish him, even if all these were not accomplished, 
health in a green old age—health to enjoy the 
happy reflection that he had not lived or worked 
in vain—(cheers)—that hard work was rewarded 





by an easy conscience and good thoughts in old 
age-—(renewed cheers)—that neither greed nor 
wealth nor influence in the world nor social 
status could wean him away from the simple 
duty he owed to 


THE COMMON CAUSE OF HUMANITY. 


(Loud and prolonged cheering.) His polestar of 
character is the noblest polestar that could 
animate any man. Weareready, Mr. President, 
to follow you anywhere, and everywhere, (“ Hip, 
hip, hurrah I’) We are ready to support you by 
our combination in settivg aside the ill-spite of 
the world, or of interested parties, knowing that 
with your health and stvength, and our support, 
the condition of the sailor will be a happier one, 
and that his home will be gladdened—(loud 
cheers)—the wi¥es arid the ghildren will be 
more pleased, aud that «ll will have cause to be 
thankful that God has raised up in our midst a 
Samuel Plimsoll. (Renewed cheers.) We will 
drink to bis health, but let us also drink to the 
health of his partner, and his honsehold, includ- 
ing the noble daughter, who, I heard him say, 
said, “ Go on, fathe?, sacrifice still for the cause 
of the sailor.” Let us drink to “The Sailor's 
Friend,” our President, Mr. Samuel Piimsoll, his 
wife and family. 
The toast was acknowledged with 


DEAFENING APPLAUSE, AGAIN AND AGAIN RENEWED, 


the final notes of acclamation belog “ For he’s a 
jolly good fellow.” 

Mr. Piimsoll, in response, said,—Gentlemen, 
I need not tell you that I feel the expression of 
your thanks and goodwill exceedingly. It is uot 
in human nature to work hard for those you 
desire to serve without experiencing a strong 
feeling of pleasure when you fiud that your 
efforts are appreciated, and that you are regarded 
with good-will, (Hear, hear.) There is an old 
Book that we all revere, and it has this sentence 
in it: “A good name is rather to be desired than 
great riches.” (Cheers.) It is hard for a money- 
getting and mouey-loving generation to feel that 
that is literally true, but it is true, and I feel 
your affection more than if every pound | have 
were multiplied by ten. (Loud cheers.) Mrs. 
Plimsoll, I can tell you, will be very thankful 
indeed, when I tell ber the mauner in which the 
toast was received, aud that her name was 
coupled with it. It is ouly two days ago I had 
a letter from her in which she spoke of the great 
pleasure with which she bad read that you had 
given “ ove cheer more” one day this week 


TO MRS. PLIMSOLL, 


(Cheors.) I hope that in another year she wil! 
be present with me at the meeting of the Con- 
gress, On her behalf, and that of my dear 
daughter, [ thank you with all my heart for the 
manner in which you have responded to the 
toast. (Cheers.) 

Mr. England, in proposing the health of the 
Glasgow Branch of the Union, thanked them for 
the manner in which they had worked up the 
Congress, and the entertainments they had given 
the delegates. (Cheers.) He knew it to be a 
work of no little trouble. Their branch was one 
of the largest, if not the largest, in the Union, 
and he was pleased to see the able way in which 
it was carried on, which would cause the General 
Secretary great pivasure indeed. He begged to 
couple the toast with the name of Mr. Boyd. 

The toast was enthusiastically drunk. 

Mr. Boyd replied. He said that the Glasgow 
Branch was highly honoured by the Congress in 
meeting there this year, and they also felt the 
great honour of being the guests of Mr. Piimsoll. 
(Cheers. ) 


PRESENTATION TO MR. J. H. WILSON, 


Mr. Plimsoll, as President of the Union, said 
he had a small presentation to make to 
their able general secretary. It was sub- 
scribed tor by the various Brauches of the 
Union, and he asked permission to read a 
letter which had been written in the name of the 
Executive who had just retired from office in 
which they begged Mr. Wilson’s acceptauce of 
the gift, deploring the feeble state of his health, 
and hoping soon to see him restored to his former 
vigorous condition. There was a portrait in oil 
(which was placed in front of the platform while 
the President was speaking), aud a purse of 
mouey, which Mr. Plimsoll said contained a small 
sym indeed when they estimated the yalue of the 





services which Mr. Wilson had _ rendered, 
(Cheers.) He trusted that Mr. Wilson would 
accept the presentation as an expression of their 
good will, and wished that it had been a very 
much larger sum. (Cheers.) If he had not been 
so busy working for the sailors and lost sight of 
the matter he would have been glad to have gub- 
scribed himself, but when he asked Mr. Maxwell 
if it was too late fur him to subscribe anything 
he said that it was. He hoped that this would 
not be the last recognition of the immensely 
valuable services which Mr. Wilson had been able 
to render to the cause of theseamen. He wished 
that they had had a Union of seamen for the last 
20 years. He had never thought it possible till 
up rose 


A MAN OF ENERGY, PURPOSE AND DETERMINATION 


and it not only became possible, but a fact, 
(Cheers.) Mr, Wilson had banished from his 
vocabulary, like the great Nwpoleon, the word 
impossible, (Renewed cheers, including “ one 
cheer more for Mrs. Wilson.”) 

Mr. Wilson, in replying, was warmly receive], 
He said : —I feel very much your graceful expres- 
sions towards me, and that you have bestowed 
more honour on me than what is really due, 
(No, no.”) I have only done my duty asa 
man. I had found for very many years that the 
seaman hada very hard lot indeed. I served my 
time at sea, and when I came to realise on board 
ship that the life of the sailor was not the life 
that we read of in the penny novel—where the 
sailor used to sit on deck and smoke bis pipe and 
watch the ship go along—after a few days’ expe- 
rience I found that Jack’s life was another 
picture altogether. F'rom that time, when a boy, 
I resolved that if ever I should live to manhood 
my own endeavour should by to free my fellow- 
men from that 


SLAVERY AND DEGRADATION, 


(Loud cheers.) Whilst a lad, I read of the 
grand and uoble effurts that had been made by 
our good frieud Mr. Plimsoll, and I hoped that 
when I should reach manhood I should have the 
pleasure to work with him. (Cheers.) I have had 
the honour to work shoulder to shoulder with 
our noble friend in the past, and I hope tkat for 
many years I shall have the honour. (Hear, 
hear, and cheers.) As soon as ever I had an 
opportunity to join a seamen’s organisation, I 
became a member, and I consider that I have 
served my apprenticeship fairly and faithfully, 
to Trade Unionism. I am. pleased to see that 
we have at this meeting to-night two friends 
who worked with me in our first attempt at the 
organisation of seamen. (Cheers.) After work- 
ing many years with my colleagues in the local 
Society, 1 felt within myself that if ever a sea- 
man desired to attain that freedom that he ought 
to have, it would not have to be from a local 
Society, but that it should be from a national 
movement. (Cheers.) It was with this object 
in view that I first founded your present 
National Union. (Cheers.) I can assure you 
that it is very easy now to look back on what 
has been done, but at that time the look-out was 
very black indeed. Many nights at the com- 
mencement of your Union, I have lain in my 
and considered whether I was doing right to my 
family or not. Many atime 1 thought to 
myself “ This is really 


A GIGANTIC UNDERTAKING, 


and if I fail in my efforts to build this Uniom 
rnin and starvation must come upon me and my 
family,” but I have taken courage again, and 
said 

“ ONWARD AND ONWARD WE MUST GO.” 


(Loud cheers.) I thought to myself that if I 
fall it is only one man that falls, but if 1s 

1 can say that thousands of my fellow-workmen 
will have been benefitted. (Cheers.) 1b was 
this that urged me to carry on the National 
Union, and to extend the power of that Usiou 
into every port of the Kingdom. I do not know 
that I please everybody. I do not want to pleas 
everybody. (Cheers.) All I desire to dois or 
I consider is right and just—(Hear, hear, 4 
cheers)—and if possible vo do the greatest 
for the greatest number. (Cheers.) I have been 
accused, as you are aware, of being an eutoere 
and a despot of the worst kind. (‘ Shame. ) 
sk the members of the Union who have come 





i ito contact with me personally and conve 
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er 

i if they ever found me acting in any way 
pater aan ae the humblest member of our 
Union. : (*No, no.”) I do not look to any 
honour. Aslong as ever I hold the important 
office { hold at the present time it shall always 
be my endeavour to do 

JUSTICE TO ALL AND FAVOUR TO NONE, 


I have been accused of being a 
(Cheers Shame”) — of being a self-seeking 
man who was trying to improve my 
‘tion in life. (“Let the man prove it.”) 
There are mep present to-night who have known 
me for many years—(hear, hear)—and the posi- 
tion I held in the world, and that I was entirely 
independent of the seamen should I carry on my 
business. (Hear, hear.) But, gentlemen, what 
need care for the few slanders that have been 
hurled at me. (Cheers.) 1 do not know that 
I should be sorry at all, but I think that in 
a measure I ought to be proud. (Hear, hear.) 
I have always said to you that whenever the 
shipowners commence to pat me on the back and 
say that 1am @ right good man you may sign 
out my discharge and send me about my busi- 
ness, (Cheers.) It is not possible for me to 
give satisfaction to the shipowners and satisfac- 
tion to the sailors and firemen at the same time 
—(hear, hear)—and what is more I do not in- 
tend to try. (Cheers.) Shipowners will always 
find me on their corns as long as ever they do 
injustice to our men, and when I come to con- 
sider that such a man as Mr. Plimsoll, our 
worthy president, has been slandered—who has 
devoted his life to our cause—what need I care 
for the 
SLANDERS OF A FEW “ scaBs” ? 


(Choers.) I am very grateful to the Executive 
Council. They have behaved very well to me while 
they have been in office, and I wish to thank 
them now that they are retiring, and to say that I 
hope the new Executive Council will work as 
well with me as the old one has done. [ do not 
think that one of the old Executive Council 
has a word to say regarding any domination I 
may have attempted over them: I have always 
been ready to suggest anything for their 
benefit. I have told them not to support a thing 
because I said so, but because they believed in it. 
After alluding to the weak condition of his health, 
Mr. Wilson said that when he recovered again 
he should let the shipowners know he was alive 


icking. ‘ tinuing, he said: All |: 
and kicking. (Cheers.) Continuing, he sai tinal wane hihstiipiatonin. 


I desire to say is that you will not be led astray 
by outside talk. (“No, never.”) Stand loyally 
by your government,—stand loyally by your 
officers, If you have officers who are incom- 
petent—if your officers are not doing their duty, 
there are proper means for removing them, and 
Task you when you find that Iam not doing my 
duty, and not giving satisfaction, to give me 
notice, and you will not have to push me out. 
I shall 
RETIRE LIKE A MAN, 


but not from the Union, of which I shall remain 
& humble member, and shall work as hard as a 
humble member as I have done as an officer. 
(Loud cheers.) In conclusion, he again thanked 
them for their valuable present, and resummed his 
seat amid loud cheers. 

Mr. McHugh (general secretary National 
Union of Dock Labourers) next addressed the 
meeting proposing health and prospe ity to 
the visiting delegates. 

The toast was druok with enthusia m. 

Mr. O'Sullivan (president of the American 
Seame.’s Union), in replying, a'ter offering his 
trbute of admiration to the effurts of Mr. 
Plimsoll in the seamen’s iuterest, said that the 
Glasgow Couveutiou bad not been in all re spects 
as sat sfactory as the Amerizan delegates c uld 
have ex.ected. Ia some respects they w uli 
go back d saspointe?, and the only thi: g they 
hid to telieve their disappointment was that 
it was the priv.lege of hm avd his friends to 
express the'r aotreciation of the efforts that 
Mr. Plimsoll had made on behalf of the sea- 
fating mea. He thanked them for the honour 
done them by the toast. (Cheats. ) 

Mr. Cowie, editor of Seararinc, who was 
recelve 1 with beaty che-rs, in proposing the 


rit toast, said—Tie toast which f 
Nour to propose is that of 


“FRIENDS AT SEA,” 
anda highly suggestive toast I think itis, Our 





hive the | 


| 








friends at sea are not enjoying the hospitality of 
Mr. Plimsoll to-night. They are not having 
any of the good things that we have been 
having to-night—(hear, hear)—but in another 
sense they are a from Mr. Plimsoll’s 
efforts. (Cheers.) They have learned as wellas 
we have that Mr. Pl msoll has not fought in 
vain, They have learned as well as we, that 
at last there is hope for the seafaring class, 
that they shall be no longer the down-trodden 
serfs that we were only a few yeirs ago. (Cheers.) 
I say “we;” although { am not aseimat now, | 
kaow what the hardships of seamen are. I use the 
word as including firemen as well, for I kuow what 
it isto bein the stokehole as well as aloft, and oa 
the quarter-deck as well as the forecastle. (Hear, 
hear.) Iknowthehardshipsand privations of both 
classes, and because | krew their hardships and 
their privations, the idea entered my head while 
at sea, knowing the power that the Press was, 
that I should endeavour one day to have a paper 
which should represent the seamen. (Cheers.) 
That has been my ambition. (Cheers.) I am very 
glad I have lived to found such a paper. (Cheers. ) 
With regard to the toast, I should like to poirt 
out that our friends at sea 


ARE ABSOLUTELY HELPLESS 


in improving their condition, and in advancing 
their own interests. (Hear, hear.) You know 
that if a man refuses duty at sea what the con- 
sequences will be. They may have tyrannical 
captains or tyrannical officers. Themen may have 
the worst possible food, which no man would 
give to his dog on shore. (Cheers.) They may 
have the vilest accommodation, but they must 

ut up with it while on board ship, and growl and 

ur it. (Cheers.) They are, as I have said, 
helpless while at sea. It is to us, their brethren 
who are on shore, that they must look for aid. 
(Cheers.) We on shore who are privileged to 
exercise some influence in this great organisa- 
tion, cannot, therefore, but feel that ours is a 
very heavy responsibility. (Cheers.) We are 
the trustees of those men at sea. (Hear, hear.) 
The position of a trustee is one of great re- 
sponsibility, and we ought unceasingly to feel 
we are the trustees of these men—that we are 
the watch-dogs to watch over their interests at 
every turn. (Chee-s.) 

A voice— 


“ THREE CHEERS FOR ‘SEAFARING.’ ” 


Mr. Brown, solicitor, proposed the health of 
the retiring Executive. If they had not the 
excellent assistance of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Maxwell, 
his excellent staff, and the Executive, there would 
be no Union to carry on, and he was sure the 
members could hardly express their sonse of the 
value of the services the Executive had rendered 
in the past year. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) He 
had been in contact with the Executive in 
matters of a delicate nature, which required 
much fair dealing cn both sides, and notwith- 
standing the fact that their position might be 
considered a little strained, they behaved in the 
most gentlemanly and courteous manner. If 
the new Executive acted in the same manner 
the Union would be certain to prosper. 

The toast was responded to with enthusiasm. 

Mr. Boyd, Glasgow, next gave “ The Natioual 
Union of Dock Labourers.” In Glasgow alone, 
he said, the Unioa had been the meaus of 


RAISING THE SEAMEN’S AND FIREMEN’S WAGES 


30 per cent. at least. (Cheers.) 

‘The toast was drunk amid much cheering. 

Mr. McHugh, in acknowledgment, s.id he 
desired to see combined as qui-kly as po-sible 
the sailors and firemen aud the dock labourers, 
and he also wanted to see closely allied w th 
them the railway servants, the carters, a d the 
mivers, and with such a combiuvation they could 
pretty much coutrol those who Mr. Plimsoll on 
ose occasion desigaated the owners of coftin 
ships. (Cheers.) 

lt being now a quarter-past elevea the meeting 
rose to its feet, and cheer after cheer followed 
lustily, as Mr. Plimsoll and the gentlemen who 
accompanied h’m retired. 

‘SUCCESS TO ‘SEAFARING,’ ” 

was afterwards cordially ;ledged, wih ringing 
cheers for Mr. Cowie, and a vote of: thanks 
was accorded Mr, Evans for ass‘st'ng Mr. 
Plimsoll with the duties of the chair, A short 





time was afterwards spent harmoviously to- 
gether by the delegates, and the meeting broke 
up at a reasonable hour. 





RULES FINISHED. 


The sittings of the Congresss were resumed 
on Saturday, at ten o’clock, Mr. T. W. Evans, 
vice-president, again occupied the chair,. The 
first business taken up was the revision and° 
proposed alterations of the rules as passed at 
Cardiff last year. Newcastle’s proposal to 
alter Clause 5, Rule 9, so that 53 years of age 
be the limit, and that all above 45 years of 
age make an increased weekly payment, also 
that an entrance fee be imposed, was lost by 
37 to 18 votes, while Grimsby’s suggestion 
that the limit of age in sick and burial fund 
be raised from 45 to 50, was rejected by a 
majority of 12. Sunderland proposed that 
Clause 16 in Rule 9 should read— 

Sick members not to be allowed out of the house 
after six p.m. in winter and 9 pm. in summer. 
Winter months to commence on Ist of October, 
ending on the last of April; and the summer 
months to begin with the Ist of May, ending on 
the last day of September. 

There voted for the proposal 49, against 
13, majority 36. 

This completed the revision and alteration 
of the rules, and three cheers were given by 
the members when that part of the business 
of the Congress had been disposed of. 


PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 


The question of Parliamentary representa- 
tion was the next item for consideration. 

Mr. ‘Taunton, Liverpool, moved the 
following resolution : —“ That in the opinion 
of this Conference, the time has arrived when 
the seafaring section of the community should 
be directly represented in Parliamevt by a 
member of their Trade Union, as such a 
representative is the only one who can speak 
with authority from experience on subjects 
which affect the seafaring community, and 
further, that we approve of Mr. J. 
H. Wilson's candidature for Deptford.” 
He said it must be well-known to all 
of them that the seafaring class was 
not and never had been rep-esented on 
the Legislature by one of themselves, by one 
who had suffered with them, by one who 
could, when speaking on questions which 


concerned themselves, speak with that 
authority which was only derived from 
practical personal experience. (Cheers.) 


Fortunately for them though the House os 
Commons was 


LARGELY MADE UP OF SHIPOWNERS, 


and their representatives, a Jarge number of 
the members of that House were presumably 
unbiassed on questions which concerned the 
seafaring class. ‘That being the case, he 
thought they would agree with him that the 
House of Commons would listen with attention 
aud respect toa member of the House, who, 
when speaking on subjects which vitally con- 
cerned them, the seafaring portion of the com- 
munity, would be able to say, “I know such 
and such to be the case; I myself have ex; e- 
rienced that matter; I myself have undergone 
that avoidable hardslip.” (Cheers.) Tne 
House of Commons would listen with mors 
respect to a member who could speak in that 
manner than it would to a member who cou'd 
only say, ‘I have heard that such and such is 
the case.” ‘The miners were. represented, 
most of the classes of labour were represented 
in Parliament, and why should they not als: 
be represented? (Cheers) It was generally 
admitted that 
ENGLAND'S GRUAIN:SS AND GLORY 


depended ypen her commerce. What portion 
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of the community then could be of more im- 
portance than the seafaring community? He 
asserted, without fear of contradiction, that 
the seafaring portion of the community was 
the most important class of labour. (Loud 
cheers.) 

Mr. McGovern, Bootle, seconded, and said 
he did not suppose they would ever find an 
abler advocate to espouse their cause than Mr. 
J. H. Wilson. (Cheers.) 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 


MR. J. H, WILSON’S PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDA- 
TURE. 

Mr. Wilson, in returning thanks, said 
that for some time he had been asked by the 
Deptford people to contest that constituency, 
but he never liked to do anything of the kind, 
to spend the funds of the Union, without first 
consulting the members, and it was on these 
grounds that he suggested that the resolution 
should be submitted for their approval or dis- 
approval, and he was quite prepared to abide 
by their decision, for they were his employers, 
and had aright to say whether or not he should 
sit in Parliament. He was satisfied that they 
had seen the necessity of having direct repre- 
sentation in Parliament. So far as Deptford 
was concerned, he did not think there was a 
constituency in this country where a labour 
candidate would have a better chance. There 
was only a majority of two hundred at the last 
election, and a labour candidate, backed up by 
the Radical and Liberal Associations of that 
division, and other labour organisations, was 
bound to win, because it wasa working man’s 
constituency. The majority at the last elec- 
tion was only a small one, and therefore there 
was 


A SURE VICTORY FOR A LABOUR CANDIDATE 


who worked hard. He promised them that if 
it should be his fortune to be returned as a 
member of Parliament he should never disgrace 
them in the House of Commons, (Cheers.) 
His one aim and object would be to advocate 
their cause inside of the House as he had 
advocated it outside of the House, and, per- 
haps with greater force and effect, because he 
could see a thousand ways in which they could 
make their power felt in Parliament, as well 
as outside, if they had only someone there who 
who understood their case and was able to 
put it before the Ifouse. (Loud cheers.) 


REPEAL OF PENAL CLAUSES, 
Mr. J. W. Lea, of Hull, moved :—‘ That 


it be an instruction from this portion of the 
Executive Council that steps be taken at the 
earliest opportunity to have the whole of the 
penal clauses of the Merchant Shipping Act 
repealed, or so modified that they cannot be 
used as at present to enforce the tyrannical 
and unreasonable demands of captains and 
owners.” 

Mr. Flay, of Liverpool, seconded, and the 
resolution was carried unanimously. 


SHIPOWNERS AS MAGISTRATES, 


Mr. _E. Donnelly, Rotterdam, moved :— 
“That it be an instruction to the Executive 
Committee that they use all possible means in 
their power to have a Bill introduced into the 
House of Commons as soon as possible -to 
prevent shipowners anc those interested “in 
shipping companies from acting as magistrates 
in shipping cases where seamen are con- 
cerned.” 

Mr. C. Wheeler, Green’s Home Branch, 
seconded, and the resolution was carried 
unanimously, 


FIREMEN’S GRIEVANCE. 


Mr. Pearson, of Bel ast, moved :—“ That the 
Executive Council take the earliest opportunity 


owners to ship men to perform other duties 
than those they sign for, to wit, shipping all 
men as firemen, and then picking men out to 
fulfil the duties of donkeymen and greasers 
without paying them the Union rate of wages 
pertaining thereto.” 

Mr. J. Villa, Londonderry, seconded, and 
the resolution was carried unanimously. 


EDUCATION FOR SEAMEN’S CHILDREN. 


The Chairman in submitting a resolution, 
proposed by Mr. Carlin, of Glasgow, said they 
were all as men, and as citizens, and he 
trusted as patriots, interested in the proper 
education of the young of this country. 
Seamen and firemen had families, and it was 
their desire, as it was the desire of other 
parents, that their young should be well and 
properly educated, that they should, at least, 
have the facilities of education to fit them for 
the struggle in life which they must enter 
upon. (Cheers.) Now, it happened to many 
of them that they could not afford to keep 
their children at school after they attained a 
certain age, and many of them were bound to 
go, as their parents had been bound to go in 
their youth, to work at an early age, that 
was as soon as they had passed the standard 
laid down by the Elementary Education Act 
of 1870. Though the youths might work, 
there was no reason why there should not be 
opportunities given them of 


CONTINUING THEIR EDUCATION 


after their hours of work had been completed, 
should they wish, or their parents desired 
them, todoso. There was a movement on 
foot throughout the country generally for the 
establishment of evening classes and of tech- 
nical schools to be held in the evening, where 
youths who were at work during the day 
learning trades might improve themselves, 
The resolution was as follows :—‘ That in the 
opinion of the Amalgamated Seamen’s Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland and other 
Nations it is essential for the welfare of this 
country that evening continuation schools 
shall be provided, suitable for, and attractive 
to, young people who have been employed 
during the day, in which they can continue 
their education by systematic instruction, and 
elementary science, drawing, geography, and 
other suitable subjects, combined with manual 
and physical training, with the view of fitting 
them for the discharge of the 


DUTIES OF DAILY LIFE, 


and to prepare them for the branch of 
industrial occupation which they have to 
follow. We, therefore, urge the Government 
to provide such school accommodation and 
make other arrangements as may be required 
to enable the children of the working classes 
to take advantage of the tuition and training 
now provided under the Elementary Education 
Act, the Technical Education Act, and other 
agencies, for the promotion of education in all 
parts of the country, and we respectfully 
request Members of Parliament for all sea- 
ports to support the Evening Continuation 
Schools Bill or other reasonable proposals that 
may be made for the establishment and 
equipment of such schools.” 

Mr. Roberts, of Liverpool, seconded the 
| resolution, and it was carried unanimously. 


BRANCH MEETINGS IN PUBLIC-HOUSES. 


Mr. Douglass, of Belfast, moved, and Mr. 
Stanley, of Bristol, seconded, “That it be a 
recommendation to Branches, that they hold 
their meetings elsewhere than in public- 
houses.” 


nl 


OFFICE HOURS AND CONTRIBUTION PAYMENTs, 


Mr. Campbell, of Burntisland, moved, “To 
enable members, who stay by ships in ports 
of discharge, and wishing to pay up contribu- 
tions due, to do so after their day’s work js 
done, a!l our Union offices to be kept open till 
8 p.m.” 

Mr. Wilson, general secretary, said if the 
offices were open all day and all night there 
would be men coming at three o’clock in the 
morning to pay their contributions—(cheers) 
—and he thought it was one of the worst 
systems in the world. Fix their hours, do 
not sweat their workmen, remember that they 
were working for a fair day’s work and a fair 
day’s pay. There were meeting nights on 
which members could pay their contributions, 
and there was every facility for the members 
of their Union to pay their money during the 
day if they wanted. If they were married 
men they could send their children, and he 
thought it would be a very wrong thing in- 
deed to lengthen the hours of their workmen, 
(Cheers.) 

The resolution fell for want of a seconder, 


THE FOREIGN DELEGATES. 


Mr. Taunton, of Liverpool, said he had 
been requested to ask who was responsible for 
having called the foreign delegates from a 
great distance to attend this meeting without 
having anything to lay before them, and, 
secondly, what steps, if any, had been taken 
to confer with these foreign delegates so that 
some definite kind of action with a view to 
federation might be adopted. 

Mr. J. H. Wilson said he might say that he 
and the old Executive Council were respon- 
sible for the foreign delegates being present. 
They intended to have had them at the last 
annual Conference, but the time was so short 
they were not able to invite the delegates, 
therefore at the beginning of this year he sentout 
invitations to the delegates from San Francisco, 
Australia, and other countries, asking them to 
come here. With reference to the allegation 
that nothing defiuite had been laid before 
these delegates, he differed altogether from 
that. When they met they met to exchange 
ideas with each other, and he did not agree 
with either the foreign delegates or anyone 
who said that nothing had been gained by 
their coming here. (Cheers.) He main- 
tained that much had been gained. They had 
seen each other. The foreign delegates had 
seen how they did their work, and that was 4 
great advantage, both to the foreign dele- 
gates and themselves. 


' THEY HAD EXCHANGED IDEAS 


with each other, and if they had not been 
able to settle anything definite, that was no 
fault of his, that was the fault of the annual 
meeting. There was a resolution which he 
hoped would be submitted shortly, giving full 
power to the Executive Council to make 
arrangements. with the foreign delegates for 
the amalgamation and federation of these 
Unions, and if they gave the power to the 
Executive Council, the difficulty would end 
at once. 
SUPERANNUATION. 

The Chairman, in reply to a delegate, stated 
that every individual case of superannuation 
must be determined by the Executive Council 
upon its particular merits. 


DOCTORS’ ATTENDANCE. 

Mr. Clippett proposed : “ That any Branch 
doctor shall attend any member of our Union 
belonging to the sick fund whether he bea 
member of his Branch or any other Branch of 
the Union, and shall receive his fees from the 








to stop the growing practice of allowing ship- 


The resolution was unanimously carried, 





Branch the said member belongs to, provide 
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he advises the doctor of his own Branch that 
he joined.” 

Mr, Carlin, of Glasgow, seconded the resolu- 
tion, and it was carried unanimously. 


MEMBERSHIP IN OTHER UNIONS, 


A resolution proposed by Mr. Eli Lowe, 
Tidal Basin, seconded by Mr. Sinclair, and 
supported by Mr. Douglass, was next sub- 
mitted. It was:—‘ That no paid official of 
this Union shall be at the same time holding 
a card of membership of any other Union.” 

A delegate characterised this resolution as 
about the wildest one that he had ever heard 
in his life. 

After some discussion, the resolution was 
withdrawn. 


REFUNDING BRANCH ASSISTANCE, 


Mr. Jas. Logan moved, and Mr, Robt. 
Holdforth seconded, the following resolution: 
“That the money paid to other Branches 
by the South Shields Branch during the 
Metropolitan gas stokers’ strike be refunded 
by the members of the Branches who were 
benefitted.” 

Mr. J. H. Wilson was surprised at the 
resolution being brought forward. He had 
already written two or three letters on the 
subject, explaining that the Union was not in 
a position to pay the money, andas the South 
Shields Branch had a strong fund, he 
suggessed that they should not quibble for a 
minute about paying the expenses out of that 
fund. 

Ultimately the resolution was rejected by 
30 votes to 12. 


INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION. 


Mr, Taunton, Liverpool, submitted the 
following resolution:—‘ That it be an 
instruction to the Executive Council to forth- 
with form a committee of their own body to 
confer with the foreign delegates, with a view 
to formulating a code to enable federation to 
be carried into practical effect; and further, 
that this meeting empowers the Executive 
Council to carry into effect the decision arrived 
at by the said committee, pending the sanction 
of the next annual meeting.” 

Mr. Bean, Wallsend, seconded the motion, 
which was agreed to unanimously. 


THANKS TO THE GLASGOW BRANCH, 


Mr. McGovern, Bootle, moved :—“ That 
the best thanks and heart-felt gratitude of the 
members of tiis Conference is hereby given 
to the officers and members of the Glasgow 
Branch for the several entertainments and the 
cordial receptions tendered to us by them on 
all occasions, and that we sincerely hope that 
the fraternal feelings engendered may be 
propagated and increased for the good of our 
common cause,” 

Mr. O'Hare, Bootle, seconded. 

The chairman said that there was not one 
of them who did not realise what sacrifices 
the Glasgow men had made in order to accord 
4 watm welcome to the delegates. (Cheers.) 
Everything that a body of men could think of 
or their comfort and entertainment had been 
carried out by the Glasgow men, It must 
have been a considerable sacrifice to them per 
ri and a considerable labour to arrange all 

® pleasant things the delegates had enjoyed 
= they would long remember with intense 
Pleasure their visit to Glaszow, because of the 
: ndly feeling and hospitable welcome they had 

eceived. He asked them to pass the 
Tesolution with three cheers, 


= resolution was carried amidst loud 
Mr, McGregor, Glasgow, in the absence of 


+ Boyd, brief F 
J y thanked th 
the resolution they had passed. eta 





CRIMPING. 


Mr. McGovern, Bootle, moved, ‘‘ That it is 
the opinion of the meeting that the Board of 
Trade should grant licences to Branch secre- 
taries to supply seamen to vessels.” It was 
time, he said, that steps were taken to pre- 
vent the horrible system of crimping. In 
Liverpool it was terrible hardship to the 
sailors, (Cheers.) As regarded the Sailors’ 
Home and the boarding masters he did not 
see that there was much difference. 

Mr. Bean, Wallsend, seconded the motion. 

THREATENED RESIGNATION OF 

OFFICERS. 

The Chairman read a letter that had been 
sent in signed by eleven of the twenty newly- 
elected members of the Executive Council 
tendering their resignations on the ground 
that they considered the allowance to be made 
them per day—10s. 6d.—insufficient, the last 
Executive Council having been remunerated 
at the rate of 15s. per day, and stating their 
opinion they saw no reason why the sum 
should be reduced. 

Mr. Robinson, Middlesbrough, one of the 
members of the Executive who had signed the 
letter, said that the last Council had not 
recommended the reduction, and that while 
in certain districts it was possible to make 
the restricted allowance serve it would neyer 
do, say, in London. 

The Chairman said he- would not like the 
Union to be illiberal to those who served 
them. He hoped that their friends who had 
made this protest would withdraw their resig- 
nations. Next year they could move for the 
increase in due form, instead of causing the 
inconvenience of a re-election. 

Mr. McGovern thought the conduct of the 
resigning members an insult, not only to the 
delegates who had elected them, but 

AN INSULT TO THE WHOLE UNION. 
Half-a-guinea was quite sufficient 
member of the Council as 
delegate. 

Mr. Robinson said that they would withdraw 
their resignations provided that the Congress 
would fix their hours of sitting, as they 
had been sweated until ten or eleven o'clock 
at night. 

The resignations were accordingly with- 
drawn amidst applause. 


EXEOUTIVE 


for a 
it was for a 


‘* SEAFARING,” 


Mr. McGovern moved, ‘“‘ That this Congress, 
representing the seamen of Great Britain, 
Ireland, and the United States of America, 
hereby submits that it is a waste of public 
funds to advertise notices to seafaring men in 
publications which few, if any, seafaring men 
read, and respectfully suggest to the Board of 
Trade, the masters of Trinity House, the 
Commissioners of Lighthouses, the various 
harbour authorities of the country, and all who 
have occasion to address seamen, that the 
announcements intended for seafaring men of 
any class should be advertised in the newspaper 
called Szararine, which is the recognised organ 
of seafaring men.” 

Mr, Clark, Stockton, seconded the motion, 
which was carried nem. con. 

HONOUR TO THE UNION OFFICIALS. 

Mr. Clements, South Shields, moved, and 
Mr. Nicholson, Newport, seconded, “‘ That the 
very best thanks of the Conference be, and 
hereby are tendered to Samuel Plimsoll, Esq., 
for his services to the Union as president, and 
for his attendance here during the week in 
aid of the business of the Union, and the 
Conference wish him good health and long 
life.” 

The resolution was carried with 
hearty cheers, 


three 





Mr. Tyrell, Dublin, had great pleasure in 
moving a vote of thanks to the general secre- 
tary, Mr. Wilson, for his almost superhuman 
exertions on their behalf, regretting the 
feeble state of his health, and hoping for his 
speedy recovery. 

Mr. Green, Dundalk, seconded the motion, 
which was agreed to amid loud cheers. 

Mr. Wilson, in thanking the delegates for 
the vote, desired that in the future he should 
be left more at the head office, and that only 
on very important occasions he should be 
called away to Branches, and he accordingly 
asked the members to relieve him somewhat to 
that extent. He concluded by moving a reso- 
lution to the effect “‘ That the best thanks of 
the meeting be, and are hereby tendered to 
Mr. Evans for the able, courteous, and efficient 
manner in which he has presided over this 
Congress for the last week, and that they 
trust he will be able to preside over many 
more.” 

The resolution was 
applause. 


carried with loud 


FINIS, 


The Chairman thanked them for their good 
wishes, and said that their voyage was now 
closed, the.ship was in dock, and it was his 
duty to pay off the crew. 

The Congress then rose. 





THE DEMONSTRATION. 


After the Congress rose, a demonstration of 
seamen, firemen, dockers, and other workicg 
meno, was held on Glasgow Green on Saturday 
afternoon. The membsis of the Sailors’ a d 
Firemen’s Union marched in a proc ssion over 
a mie long to the place of mee my, carrying 
several haudsome bauners, aud accom: a: ied 
by two or tbree bands. Mr. Plus Il aud 
several of the chief officials led the way in a 
wagyovette. The procession attracted much 
attention as it proceeded torough some of the 
principal streets. 

Mr. Plimsoll presided, and in opening the 
proceedings said they hai had a very busy and 
successful year in their efforts to improve the 
condition of their fellow subjects who gained 
their living on the sea, (fear, he r.} He hoped 
with all his heart that when the Conference was 
held next they would have as good a tale to 
tell as they had in Glasgow during the past 
week, (Applause.) There were 


MANY THINGS STILL TO BE DONE. 


The accommodation of the seamen was not 
what it shouli be. ‘the food of seamen in 
many cases was very inferior; deck-loading 
should be abolished ; and sun: ry other matters 
wouli be carefully watched «nt considersd. 
‘they wouli, however, try not to “bite 
off more than they could chaw’—(laughter) 
—and spoil their efforts in attempting to do 
too much. ‘they would go for one thing 
at atime. The next thing they would try to 
abolish was deck-loacing, which was the cause 
of great loss of life, and very frequently of 
great suffering, even where life was not lost. 
(Hear, hear.) If they limited their eiforts to 
that at first and succeeded in it, they could 
then go ahead with something else. (Cheers. ) 

Mr. Cuoninghame Graham, M.P., moved: — 
“That this mass meeting of working men 
rejoices in the success of the Seamen's snd 
Firemen’s Union, tenders their thanks to 
Samuel Plimsoll for his efforts on behalf of the 
seamen, and cals upon te Government to 
abolish the sys'em of deck-loading, and to 
provide better food and accommodation for 
sailors.’ (Applause.) ihe fact that ‘he sea- 
mea and firemen, he said, «ould hold such « 
Cong ess as that in Glasgow showed prog ess, 
and svowed that the 


WORKING CLASSES WERE WAKING UP 


to their real position in the State. (Cheers.) 
Tiere was one feature on which he wisued 
specially to insist. We all beard, day by day, 
that the cost of labour was the same all over 
the world, but when it came to practice we very 
seldom realised it. ‘The result was that the 
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workman, in Scotland, for instance, said, “I 
will stand up for my rights, but I don’t care 
how workmen in France or America are getting 
on in their fight with capital.” He thought 
that this suicidal policy of neglecting the Inter- 
national aspect of the question, was playing 
into the hands of the employers, because they 
knew that if they could keep the workmen 
separate by instilling paltry jealous‘es into 
them—d'fferences of. nationality and religion— 
that they could keep them apart and go on swind- 
ling them and cheating them, and taking the 
money made by the sweat of their brow, and 
grinding their faces as they had done since the 
beginning of the world. (Cheers.) Therefore he 
rejoiced that there was a special feature ia the 
Congress. They had delegations of seamen from 
New York, Boston, and San Francisco. That 
meant that America had the same difficulties, 
and the same battle to fight as in Scotland. It 
was their duty to 


HOLD OUT THE HAND OF FRIENDSHIP 


to their American delegates. They came across, 
not only to fight their own battle, but to give a 
helping hand here, because their interests were 
identical. (Cheers.) Now-a-days every person 
was willing to admit that wealth was produced 
by labour. Why was it, then, that working men 
comprised the poorest section of the community ? 
(Hear, hear.) It was because the employers 
were only Christians by name, and their real 
faith was monopoly aud sweating. (Cheers.) 
fhe other point to which he would refer was 
deck-loading. It was a very strange thing to 
him why our men of science did not inquire into 
the dangers of deck-loading. They invariably 
neglected subjects such as that. (Hear, hear.) 
His advice was that on the first occasion on 
which any man present was at sea ia a ship 
that was in danger owing to the excessive deck- 
load, he should 


PUT IT OVERBOARD, 


Parliament would thea act quickly exough, 
because Parliament was a cowardly assembly, 
and if the workman’s power was applied sol-dly 
enough, it would te amenable to reason, 
(Laughter, and applause.) They had got to 
make Parliament feel their power. They had 
got seven members for Glasgow. Whenever they 
had the opportunity of getting members of 
Parliament before them, they should vote for 
none of them unless they weut for the interests 
of the dock labourers andthe seamen. (Cheers.) 

Mr. McEwan said that their worst enemies 
were in their owa ravks ; individually, they were 
their worst enemies. ‘he employers estimated 
the amount of wages to be paid by the number 
of labourers in the market. Were the men not 
justified, then, in doing the least possible amount 
of work for the largest poss‘ble amount of pay ? 
(Laughter and cteers.) Strikes among the 
tiremen vsually began when they came ashore. 
Imagice one of the Atlantic greyhounds in a 
strike occurring in mid-ocean. (A voice: “ That's 
it.”) There were many men within heariog of 
him whose principal part in the production of 
wealth was sweari:g at the men to work harder. 
Since the Union started, however, they had been 
leading more moral lives. (Laughter.) The 
dock labourers in Glasgow knew that there were 
some men there who had been one-sided et ough 
to allow themselves to be made the 


TOOLS OF THEIR ENEMIES, 


as well of the Union. He hoped the szles 
would be removed from their eyes, and that in 
the near future they would be able to close up 
the ranks. He was glad tosee the delegate: frcm 
America, and the Seamen's and Firemen’s Ussion 
would be much more useful when Branches were 
esta‘ lished in Ameri a. He had mu h pleasure 
in secondirg the resolution. (Apy louse.) 

Mr. Me‘isie said that last year when Mr. 
Plimsoll was working in Parliament to get the 
load-line es ablished, the dock Jabourers were 
trying to gt better wages and conditions. 


When this year they were fighting the 
bat'le of deck-loading, they were not to 


forget also to try and increase the wages. 
(Cheers.) They were also not to forget 
to get up a powerful agitation upon the 
question of the eight hours dy for firemen 
and seamen, (Cheers.) He wished to do a 


little business on account of the dock labourers 
while he was speaking. He wanted them to 








know that that very week an article had 
appeared in the newspapers at which everyone 
ought to rejoice. That was the letter which 
appeared over the name of “ Allan Brothers.” 
(Hear, hear and hisses.) The Allan Brothers 
had refused to employ Union men in Glas- 
gow. The Association had told them six 
months ago that such conduct on their part 
would cost them thousands of pounds. They 
told them they would pursue them through 
every port into which their steamers went. He 
was glad to say the dock labourers had carried 
out their part of the contract, and they intended 
to follow them till they drove them out of the 
shipping trade, unless the'r terms were accepted. 
(Loud cheers.) Look at their angry cry this 
week. They were on their bended kuees appeal- 
ing to the dock labourers in London to assist 
them. He did not know whether they would or 
not. (Cries of “No.”) This he did know, that the 
leaders of the dock labourers in London would 
not assist them, except to spend a little more 
of their money. He wanted the American 
delegates to go back and tell the brave men 
there that they were going to carry on this 


STRUGGLE SOME TIME LONGER. 


The speaker then proceeded to say tat the 
Owners’ Federation were trying to frighten 
the Union by the announcement that they were 
going to put their millions together. If they 
put their millions together the Union would 
teach them how to spend them. (Laugbter.) 
He had always tried to teach the dock labourers 
that where there was a grievance it could 
be settled inside better than outside, and he 
thought they could settle their grievance much 
better on board thas onshore. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Walsh, London district secretary of 
the Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union, who next 
addressed the gathering, said he was not in 
fsvour cf indiscriminate strikes, and that for 
the last two years in London they had had very 
few. They bad succeeded in the eight hours 
movement, and the firemen were only working 
45 bour-, and the sailors 48 hours, for which they 
were receiving not less than 5s. per day. The 
members of the Unicn would not 


FRIGHTEN THE SHIPOWNERS, 


It was their funds that would do so. They 
must not be so conservative in their Unionism 
as they had bean. They must see that every 
other trade working at sim lar labour was as 
well organised as theirs. (Hear, hear.) Until they 
did that they would never be able successfu'ly to 
resist the attempts that would be made on them 
by the shipowners. They were threatened by 
a gigantic combination with a capital at its 
back of sometbirg like 80 millions. He had 
no fear of that combivation provided that the 
dock libourers, sailors, firemen, and other 
bodies were determine1 to resi-t them. But 
they mu-t put down their mouey and be pre- 
pared with the’r finances. He had 


NO FAITH IN THE SHIPOWNERS’ COMBINATION 


standing six months. The big shipowners 
were falling in with the little shipowners. 
They were all going to sink their petty differ- 
ences and establish themselves as a commune as 
it were. It wovld work for a bit, but the big 
shipowner would soon see that he was not 
getting the advantage that the smaller ones 
were getting. The small owners would take 
very good care to make some other reason than 
want of trace for laying up their ships. (Cheers.) 
What had the experience of the last fifteen ye .rs 
taught them but that the large shipowners hai 
been trying to crush up the smaller oves much 
more than to crush the men? ‘They were very 
nice at present, but when the time came for the 
balance-sheet to be presented, and it was dis- 
covered that the 


LARGE SHIPOWNERS HAD TO PAY THE PIPER 


without having the calling «f the tune, there 
would be a smash in the Shipowners’ Union. 
But the men must be very careful in the mean- 
time that the masters did not crush them 
before the general smash came. ‘They must 
keep their eye upon every movement and check- 
mate it. Another matter he would like to refer 
to—since the Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union 
had been started the increase in wages that had 
been got for the men was ten times mre than 
the entire amount of subscriptions that had 
been paid into the Society. Before the Union 


r 





was established it had been the practice of the 
captains and owners to “log” a man for a trifle, 
Now, if he comes ashore and finds his money is 
reduced in any way it is taken to the seoretary 
of the Union, and he sees that the money is 
forthcoming, or he knows the reason why 
(Cheers.) 

The resolution was then put to the gathering 
and declared carried unanimously. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Plimsoll for presiding 
terminated the meeting, which brought to a 
close the Seamen’s Congress of 1890. 

It may be added that Messrs. Adamson, 
photographers, Glasgow, have taken an excellent 
portrait of Mr. Plimsoll, wearing his sailor cap, 
and setting an example to seamen by carrying 
SeaFarine with him. 


NOTICE 
TO UNION SEAMEN. 


Union Men are requested to 
BOARD only at Boarding Houses 
which are ADVERTISED in ‘'8EA. 
FARING.” 


Members having complaints against 
Boarding Masters must send them in 
to the nearest Branch Secretary. 

By order of the Executive, Sailors’ and Firemen’s 


Union, 
J. H. WILSON, General Secretary, 


The names and addresses of the keepers 
of Seamen’s Boarding-houses will be inserted 
in Szararina at the rate of 2s. each per 
week, payable in advance. For 13 weeks 
the price is 15s.; for 26 weeks, 25s, 
payable in advance. These advertise 
ments are intended as a Directory to 
seafaring men, so that on arriving at any 
port they have only to refer to Szaragrme to 
find where they can be comfortably boarded 
and fairly treated. NoSeamen’s Boarding: 
house will be advertised in Szararre on an’ 
terms unless recommended by the Bran 
Secretary of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union in whose district the house is 
situated. 


SAFE ANCHORAGE. 
WHERE TO BOARD. 


UNION BOARDING-HOUSES. 
Barrzy.—Mrs. G. Gawler, 19, High-street. 

Pe Mrs. Mooney, 6, Holm-st., Cadoxton, 
CarpirF.—Seamen’s Lustitute, West Bute-street, 
Giascow.—James Bracken, 182, Broomielaw. 
Huuu.—N. A. S. & F. Union Home, 13, Robia- 

son-row, Dagger-lane. 

» William Guy, 7, Posterngate. 
Lonpon.—Mrs. C. Marrington, 76a, Minories 

(for officers), 
»  N. A.S.& F. Boarding House, Mra. 
Hicks, 13, Jeremiah-street, Hast 











India-road. 
Nortu Sx1ELps.—Union Seamen’s Home, 21, 
Duke-street. 


PLtymMouTH.—Mr. Stephens, 11, Bath-street. 
Sout SHIELDs,—Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 

Boarding-house, 81, East Holborn. 
Swansea.—E. Dann, 3, Strand. 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION 


TOWER HILL BRANCH. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 
Contributions must be paid to MR. WILD- 
GOOSE, 17, KING STR4ET, over Lockhart’s 

Cocoa Rooms, Tower Hill. 
Any Contributions paid at 23, KING STREFT, 
on and after January 31, 1890, WILL NOT 
BE RECOGNISED ASA PAYMENTTO THIS 
UNION. 
Signed on behalf of the Executive Committee, 
J. H. WILSON, 
General Secretary. 
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